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Sweden: _Sweden proposes to check childcare convictions_
UK: _Half of teachers 'to quit by 2010'_
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USA: _USA doubles number of jailed children_
UK: _MI5 wanted to deport Tallulah Bankhead over schoolboy sex_
New Zealand: _MP lodges private bill on child pornography_
UK: _Is life in Britain really this terrifying?_
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March 13th 2000

_Justice for Bernard Baran_

On January 30, 1985, 19-year-old Bernard Baran was
convicted of molesting five 3-, 4- and 5-year-old boys and
girls at the Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC) in
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, where he had been employed as a
teacher's aide. The case didn't get much publicity outside
the Berkshires, but it nonetheless has a place in history:
Bernard Baran was the first person convicted in the wave of
daycare-sex-abuse and satanic-ritual-abuse trials that
swept the country in the mid-eighties. Moreover, while most
of those convicted have been released, Baran, who was
sentenced to two concurrent life sentences, just passed the
fifteenth anniversary of his conviction--in Bridgewater
Treatment Center in Massachusetts.

Compared with other cases that were gathering steam at the
same time--the McMartin preschool, the Amirault family's
Fells Acres preschool--the Baran case was a pretty mundane
affair. No allegations of secret tunnels, pornographic
photo shoots, murdered bunnies. Also, unlike the McMartin
and Amirault families, long established in the daycare
business and in their communities, Bernie Baran was a
working-class gay teenager who had dropped out of ninth
grade and found his way to childcare work through the CETA
antipoverty program. But the Baran case has the classic
markings of a ritual-abuse prosecution:

* The complaint of abuse originated in a deeply troubled
family. (The names have been altered here.) Julie H., who
first alleged that her 3-year-old, Peter, had been molested
by Baran, was a drug addict overwhelmed by the care of her
two children and by her violent live-in boyfriend, David H.
A cousin of Julie's ex-husband and also a drug addict,
David once hung Julie by her ankles out a window; he also
stabbed himself in the chest so badly he required
open-heart surgery. The kids had briefly been in foster
care--and would be again--and Peter was a problem at ECDC
because of persistent hitting, raging, defecating in the
outdoor play area.

* The ECDC was an open, well-organized, highly scheduled
preschool without the physical privacy for the alleged
molestations to take place. The bathroom in which Baran was
said to have raped and sodomized 3-year-old Gina had open
doors and adjoined the classroom. The school's policy was
for teachers never to be alone with a child, and the school
was filled with adults. Each classroom had a teacher and an
assistant teacher as well as the one aide; there were also
volunteers from the neighborhood and from a local girls'
school, not to mention parents, who were welcome to drop in
at any time.

* The children first denied being molested, and produced
accusations under parental coaching (one girl, whose mother
was a friend of Julie H., told a therapist after the trial
that her mother had told her to say Baran had molested her
so they could get toys and money). Psychologists working
with the police used the same discredited techniques that
have typically produced false accusations: asking
persistent, leading questions; manipulating puppets and
using anatomical dolls. Improbabilities in the children's
stories were brushed aside. (Two boys said Bernie raped
them on a field trip that Baran had not been on, also in a
locked shed to which he had no key.) Dark conclusions were
drawn from fragmentary, barely comprehensible remarks.

* Key medical evidence has since been scientifically
discredited. Peter tested positive for gonorrhea of the
throat--Baran tested negative--but the test produces an
extremely high rate of false positives. A pediatrician
found a tear in Gina's hymen, but subsequent research shows
that this feature is often found in girls who were never
abused.

* In court, the children were unforthcoming, wildly
contradictory, glad to see their supposed molester ("Hi,
Bornie [*sic*]," said Peter happily) and denied that
anything bad happened to them. This was attributed to fear,
shame and trauma, and the "right" answers were laboriously
extracted from them by the prosecutor.

* Common sense went out the window. Gina first said Baran
had wiped away her blood with a piece of toilet paper; then
she said he had "scooped it out with scissors." At trial
the prosecutor said Baran also stabbed her foot with the
scissors. How likely is it that the rape, oral rape and
foot-stabbing of a 3-year-old all took place in complete
silence, a few feet from a classroom full of people, within
the space of a few minutes?

* Due process was violated. The defense was never given a
bill of particulars. In the courtroom Baran was placed not
only where the children could not see him but where he
could not even hear what was going on.

Baran's conviction had a lot to do with poverty. His
mother's only asset was her car, and his $500 lawyer barely
went through the motions. The defense presentation lasted
for one day; the jury deliberated for three-and-a-half
hours. Baran's homosexuality was also key: David H. had
earlier protested to the school that a homosexual was
taking care of Peter. In his summation, District Attorney
Dan Ford (now a state Superior Court justice) suggested
that being gay means being a child molester, comparing
Baran to "a chocoholic in a candy store."

Baran has maintained his innocence through his
imprisonment, making him ineligible for parole. Given that
he has been beaten and sexually abused in prison, that
steadfastness says a lot. Believers in his innocence
include ECDC staffers and parents, his first therapist at
Bridgewater and the insurance lawyer who investigated the
case when Julie H. sued ECDC for $3.2 million (it was
settled out of court, reputedly for a small sum). Now
attorney John Swomley, who is helping in the Amirault case,
has got involved in Baran's case, and for the first time in
fifteen years there's a chance this shameful miscarriage of
justice can be set right--if it is possible to speak of
setting right a wrong that has cost a man his youth.

Contributions to Baran's defense can be sent to:

The Bernard Baran Justice Committee,
c/o Swomley & Wood,
83 Atlantic Avenue,
Boston,
MA 02110.

You can write to him at:

30 Administration Road,
Bridgewater,
MA 02324.

More information about Baran is at:
www.ultranet.com/~kyp/baran.html.
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_Manning ruling might force review of code_

March 1st 2000

A judge yesterday dismissed statutory sexual assault
charges against a juvenile counselor based on his
conclusion that a state law is discriminatory because it
applies only if an abuser is more than four years older
than a victim under the age of 16.

Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning
yesterday dismissed four of the charges against Brian D.
Phillips, a Steubenville, Ohio, counselor who was accused
of seducing a 14-year-old client.

Two other charges remain against Phillips, who remains in
the Allegheny County Jail, where he has been since his
arrest in January 1999.

Phillips' attorney, Patrick Thomassey, yesterday asked
Manning to dismiss the statutory charges against Phillips
on the grounds that they violated his constitutional rights.

Thomassey based his argument on a similar ruling that
Manning issued in another case in 1998.

At that time, an 18-year-old man, Thomas Albert, had been
convicted by a jury of four statutory charges and eight
others. When it came time for sentencing, however, Manning
delayed issuing judgment on the statutory charges.

Those charges were imposed under the state Crimes Code,
which says statutory sexual assault takes place when an
abuser is four or more years older than his accuser, who
must be under 16.

Manning ruled that those charges denied Albert his
constitutional right under the 14th Amendment to equal
protection under the law.

"The statutes in question, on their face, discriminate
among defendants based solely on the age of the accused,"
Manning wrote.

"The disparate treatment of persons engendered by this
statutory language is without rational governmental
interest being served and therefore is a violation of
the equal protection clause."

Prosecutors appealed Manning's ruling in that case and the
state Supreme Court is scheduled Tuesday to hear arguments
on it.

The age disparity between Phillips and his accuser was
greater than in Albert's case.

---------------------------------------------------------
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_Man Accused of Molesting Daughters 30 Years Ago to
Turn Himself In_

A 72-year-old former Antioch man accused of molesting his
daughters more than 30 years ago is expected to surrender
later this month after an appeals court reinstated the
criminal case against him.

Marion Stogner is scheduled to appear in Contra Costa
Superior Court on March 13, said Deputy District Attorney
Brian Welch.

Stogner's case is the oldest prosecution ever handled by
authorities in Contra Costa County.  Welch acknowledged
that Stogner's lawyers could argue that the case violates
his right to a speedy trial.

But the revived prosecution has outraged Stogner's lawyers,
who described the case as a mockery of justice.

"I think it's shocking," said attorney Richard Braucher,
who has been working on Stogner's appeal. "This is going
to be a difficult case to defend. They're alleging an
offense that occurred when (Dwight) Eisenhower was
president. It's like something out of the 'Twilight Zone.'"

Stogner is accused of molesting his two daughters when they
were under the age of 14, Welch said. He faces a maximum
one-year-to-life prison term, according to California's
child molestation laws in force during the 1950s and '60s.

 - Constitutional implications -

His case had been thrown out by county judges in 1998 who
ruled that Stogner could not be prosecuted beyond a
six-year statue of limitations.

But last year the state Supreme Court issued a ruling in
support of a 1994 law allowing the filing of child-
molestation charges within a year of them being reported,
regardless of when the sex crimes were said to have
occurred.

The state Court of Appeal reinstated the case against
Stogner in October. Last month, the state Supreme Court
denied a request to review the case, and now lawyers for
Stogner plan to ask for review from the U.S. Supreme
Court.

---------------------------------------------------------
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February 2000

_House Passes New Computer Crime Laws_

On Thursday, the Missouri House gave final approval to a
Bill - HB 1215 - which would...

* Create the crime of indecent solicitation of a child,
and makes it a felony.

* Create the crime of furnishing of child pornography to
a minor, which would be a felony.

* Require computer repairers and others to report images
of child pornography.

The measure now moves to the Senate, where several bills
with similar goals are pending.

The bill is a top priority of House Democrats - House
Speaker Steve Gaw, D-Moberly, is a co-sponsor. Gov. Mel
Carnahan has also said he wants to do something about
computer crime during his final year in office.

The measure still has its critics. American Civil
Liberties Union lobbyist Marsha Richeson said the bill
covers so many topics and is so vague that it could limit
existing free-speech rights.

The law also may violate interstate commerce protections,
Richeson said.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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_U.S. Wants To Ditch Web Anonymity_

1st March 2000

WASHINGTON -- The U.S. government may need sweeping new
powers to investigate and prosecute computer crime, top
law enforcement officials said Tuesday.

Anonymous remailers and free trial accounts allow criminals
to cloak their identity, deputy attorney general Eric
Holder told a joint congressional panel.

Currently no laws require U.S. Internet users to reveal
their identity before signing up for an account, and both
fee-based and free services offer anonymous mail, Web
browsing, and dialup connections.

 - New report -

Holder's comments come at a time when a draft of a report
commissioned by President Clinton is set to recommend
federal government take steps to improve online traceability
and promote international cooperation to identify
Internet users.

Police should be able to determine the source of hacker
attacks or "anonymous emails," states the 200 KB document
prepared by a high-level working group chaired by Attorney
General Janet Reno.

A White House spokesman said the report is being finalized
and "should be released very soon."

The Working Group on Unlawful Conduct on the Internet,
which Clinton created in August 1999 to consider new laws
or educational programs, includes senior administration
officials such as FBI Director Louis Freeh, Treasury
Secretary Larry Summers, Commerce Secretary William Daley,
and representatives from the military, DEA, and Secret
Service.

Last week Reno told the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee
of her ongoing dream of dictating wiretap standards to
manufacturers of virtually all communications devices and
media. "The technology is evolving so quickly that we find
our [black-bag gizmos] obsolete almost as soon as we get
them," she said.

FBI head Freeh made an impassioned pitch to the same
Subcommittee for his ambition of requiring the secret
keys to popular cryptographic programs used by citizens
and businesses alike.

The report focused on what it views as the problem of
anonymity, citing "the need for real-time tracing of
Internet communications across traditional jurisdictional
boundaries, both domestically and internationally [and] the
need to track down sophisticated users who commit unlawful
acts on the Internet while hiding their identities,"
according to the report.

Currently no laws require Internet users in the United
States to reveal their identities before signing up for
accounts, and both fee-based and free services offer
anonymous mail, Web browsing and dialup connections.

Internet service providers should maintain detailed records
of what their users are doing online. "Some industry members
may not retain certain system data long enough to permit
law enforcement to identify online offenders," the report
says.

 - Unconstitutional ? -

But providing police with increased abilities to trace
users raises thorny legal and technical questions, and
civil libertarians on Friday questioned whether it would
violate privacy rights protected by the Constitution.

A 1995 Supreme Court decision, McIntyre v. Ohio Elections
Commission, upheld a right to anonymous political speech.

A representative of a civil liberties group voiced
concerns about federal legislation that would hand
prosecutors more power.

"You must be careful to ensure that the recent Internet
attacks do not serve as justification for legislation or
other government mandates that will be harmful to civil
liberties and the positive aspects of the openness and
relative anonymity of the Internet," said James Dempsey,
staff counsel of the CDT [http://www.cdt.org/].

--

Editorial comment:

_Reno's Last Stand_

Both Reno and FBI Director Louis Freeh remain strongly
attached to working in cyber-crime, in spite of a dismal
record of prosecutions, and a humiliating backlog of
evidence yet to be examined.

This irrational attachment to an area where the DoJ is
clearly outclassed most likely reveals a growing sense of
insecurity that the Internet might develop into something
that the DoJ and FBI can't patrol at all, instead of what
it is now: something that they can't patrol very well.

They are currently battling to prevent annual Office of
Management and Budget audits. It's not hard to imagine
that the DoJ's paltry number of prosecutions, taken in
context of the vast quantities of taxpayer money the
Department has spent to get them, might lead the OMB to
conclude that there is little rational justification
for the DoJ's continuing presence on the cyber-crime
battlefield.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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February 24th 2000

_Sweden proposes to check childcare convictions_

People employed in Swedish child care roles will have to show
that they have not been sentenced for sexual crimes or other
serious illegal activities, according to new legislation
proposed by the Swedish government.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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March 2000

_Half of teachers 'to quit by 2010'_

More than half of the teaching profession is set to quit
within a decade owing to stress, bureaucracy and heavy
workloads, a survey has revealed.

A telephone poll has shown 53 percent of teachers and
lecturers in primary, secondary and university education
do not expect to be teaching in 10 years time.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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March 2000

_Britain tries to block EU rights charter_

THE European Parliament has agreed on proposals for a
legally binding Charter of Fundamental Rights that would
give Europe a written constitution.

But the British Government is struggling to stop the
charter acquiring any legal force. Robin Cook, the
Foreign Secretary, is hoping to limit it to a symbolic
or declaratory statement.

The Parliament's constitutional affairs committee has
voted overwhelmingly for a legally binding version that
would be "justiciable" before the European Court and
incorporated into treaty law.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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March 2000

_Polish politicians vote to ban all pornography - but forget
about the Internet_

The parliament in Warsaw narrowly approved a total ban on
the import, distribution and sale of porn - but the new law
does not even mention the Internet.

The bill, which passed the Sejm - parliament's lower house
- by 210 votes to 197, would allow offenders to be fined or
jailed for up to two years.

In cases of child pornography, offenders could get five
years' imprisonment.

The move, backed by the Roman Catholic Church, still has to
be approved by President Alexander Kwasniewski.

Explicit pornography - legal throughout the rest of mainland
Europe - flooded into Poland due to the freedom resulting
from the collapse of communism in 1989. Poland has since
built its own thriving adult entertainment industry.

Top shelf Polish magazine readers will presumably now have
to get their kicks via the Internet.

-------------------------------------------------------------
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5th March 2000

_USA doubles number of jailed children_

WASHINGTON -- Child offenders are more likely to serve time
in adult state prisons compared to 15 years ago, according
to a newly released study by the Justice Department.

By 1997, 7,400 children under 18 were committed to adult
prisons after being convicted in either child or adult
courts. That's more than twice the 3,400 children sent
to the nation's state prisons in 1985, the study showed.

The report, released Sunday by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, is the first comprehensive look at convicted
criminals who are under 18 since new state laws began
taking effect in the mid-1990s.

The rise in child incarceration at adult state prisons is
blamed partly on an increasing number of state laws that
remove the legal status children have as minors, researchers
say. The crackdown has placed children as young as 11 on
trial in criminal courts.

"Many states have increased the number of provisions that
allow children to be handled in the adult system," said
report author Kevin J. Strom.

The report finds black children are disproportionately
affected by the new laws than white children. In 1997,
nearly 60 percent of people under 18 entering state prisons
were African-American, 25 percent were white and 15 percent
were Hispanic.

Some children's advocates are alarmed by the trend.

"This country has to wake up to the realities of what's
going on in our justice system," said Mark Schindler of the
Youth Law Center in Washington. "We are using the most
expensive, the most ineffective way of combating crime and
it's falling disproportionately on minority kids."

The report on child inmates comes at a time when
national juvenile crime rates are down. Overall, under-18
crime rates have been falling since 1995. And despite a 50
percent drop in the juvenile murder arrest rate from 1992
through 1998, states gave criminal prosecutors increased
power to bypass the century-old child justice system, or
chipped away at options juvenile judges had for trying
child cases.

In 15 states it is no longer up to a judge to decide
whether a child goes to adult court; it is the
prosecutor's decision.

In all 50 states, there is at least one mechanism allowing
people under 18 to be tried as adults under special
circumstances.

Californians will vote March 7 on a ballot proposal that
would make it easier to charge juveniles as young as 14 as
adults for serious crimes.

Seven in 10 young offenders who received adult punishment
in 1997, the latest year state prison records were
available, were convicted for violent offences. Of that
total, 37 percent were jailed for robbery, 13 percent for
murder and 13 percent for aggravated assault, according to
the report.

Yearly child admissions to state prisons climbed steadily
between 1986 and 1995, and then levelled off, the report
said. Over the years, more children were imprisoned
relative to the number arrested. In 1997, 33 children were
sent to prison for every 1,000 arrests for violent crimes,
up from the 18 imprisoned per 1,000 in 1985.

The number of child prisoners as a percentage of total
inmates remained steady at about 2 percent because overall
prison populations also increased during the time of the
study.

Currently, there are some 70 child offenders on death
row around the country.

"Sending them to the adult system en masse is no solution.
It's hardly a resounding success for the adults it's got,"
said Vincent Schiraldi, director of the Justice Policy
Institute, a think tank opposed to mandatory sentencing
laws.

The USA still refuses to sign up to the United Nations'
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

------------------------------------------------------------
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_MI5 wanted to deport Tallulah Bankhead over schoolboy sex_

Britain's Home Office tried to throw the American movie
actress Tallulah Bankhead out of Britain as a danger to
public morality, according to 1920s confidential files
released by the UK's public record office yesterday. The
move came after the MI5 security service called her an
"extremely immoral woman" who had indulged in indecent
and unnatural practices with schoolboys at Eton.

Tallulah Bankhead, who once declared that she was "as pure
as the driven slush", allegedly seduced up to six Etonian
schoolboys into taking part in "indecent and unnatural"
acts at a riverside hotel.

The American star reputedly entertained the youths in the
Hotel de Paris at Bray, in Berkshire, in the summer of
1928. Three pupils at the school were requested to leave
after the incident, according to Home Office files released
at the Public Record Office at Kew. Two have been
identified posthumously. The third, identified only as
"Parsons", is believed to be Desmond Parsons, son of the
Earl of Rosse. He died in 1937.

The five youths, one the son of a lord and another of a
baronet, had to leave the school. The headmaster kept the
scandal secret by refusing to co-operate with a special
branch inquiry, thwarting official attempts to throw her
out.

------------------------------------------------------------
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_MP lodges private bill on child pornography_

28th February 2000

NATIONAL MP Anne Tolley has lodged a private member's bill
that aims to ban any item deemed to "depict, support or
promote" child pornography in New Zealand.

Her Films, Videos and Publications Classification Amendment
Bill would give censors the power to disregard the right to
freedom of expression as specified in the Bill of Rights
when classifying an item they deem to "depict, support or
promote" child pornography.

In December, the Court of Appeal ruled the Bill of Rights
had to be given full weight in censorship rulings, in a
case brought by Wellington man Gerardus Moonen.

The court sent a book and photographs imported by Mr Moonen
back to the Film and Literature Board of Review to
reconsider its classification as objectionable. The book,
legal in much of Europe, contained nine stories describing
sexual activity between men and boys younger than 16.

Mrs Tolley said "I am concerned that this will mean censors
are more likely to err on the side of freedom of expression
and increase the amount of written objectionable material
available".

------------------------------------------------------------
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_Is life in Britain really this terrifying?_

 After a series of hysterical newspaper stories, we look at
 the facts behind the headlines:

TO JUDGE by recent newspaper headlines, we live in a sick
and dangerous society. We have learned that "the racist
lynch mobs of segregationist America are at large in
21st-century Britain"; that "babies are kept in cages" for
use in satanic rituals; that "11,000 children have been
abused by paedophiles"; and that many women are "terrified to
leave their homes" because 300,000 are victims each year of
sex attacks.

For good measure, it was reported yesterday that cyclists
and pedestrians are more vulnerable on British roads than
anywhere else in the European Union.

It is astonishing that anyone dares to venture out of doors.

But do these allegations give a true picture, or are they
an example of Mark Twain's "lies, damned lies, and
statistics"?

* The rape scare

LADY Jay, the Leader of the Lords, was quoted yesterday as
saying: "Many women are so scared of rape or sexual assault
that they are frightened to leave their homes."

This was linked to new Home Office research claiming that
there has been huge under-reporting of rapes and sexual
assaults. In 1997, police recorded about 6,600 cases of
rape and 18,700 incidents of indecent assault. While these
statistics are bad enough, they apparently mask the true
nature of crimes against women.

According to the Home Office: "Up to 295,000 women are
raped or suffer other forms of sexual assault every year.
It is possible to extrapolate from the recorded rape and
sexual assault figures to provide an incidence figure for
England and Wales of between 118,000 and 295,000."

To get what it believes to be the true figures of actual
crimes - as opposed to those recorded by the police - the
statisticians say "it would be reasonably safe to assume
that these figures (the original 6,600 rapes and 18,700
indecent assaults) should be increased by one third".

Their report adds: "In addition, it is well known that rape
and sexual assault are seriously under-reported crimes.
Various studies have found that only between 10 per cent
and 25 per cent of women who report rape in self-report
studies reported the offence to the police.

"It is possible to extrapolate from the recorded rape and
sexual assault figures to provide an incidence figure for
England and Wales of between 118,000 and 295,000."

So 25,300 actual crimes are increased to about 34,000 and
multiplied by either five or nine to reach the grand total
of which newspaper headlines are made.

But while the under-reporting of sex assaults has been a
problem that the criminal justice system has tried to
tackle for years, do these new figures give us an accurate
picture of what is really going on?

Lady Jay says that women are "terrified to leave their
homes". Yet the study shows that women are nine times more
likely to be sexually assaulted or raped by a boyfriend, an
acquaintance or even husbands.

The incidence of stranger rape - the attack most feared by
women and almost always reported - has actually declined
from 30 per cent to 11 per cent of all rapes. However, this
is another statistical quirk: the number is roughly the
same but it is a smaller proportion of a higher figure
caused by women telling police of "date rape" assaults they
would not have reported in the past.

Yet even the starting figures are suspect. Just a week ago
the crime-fighting statistics produced by the police were
called "pure rubbish", by David Davis, chairman of the
influential Commons Public Accounts Select Committee.

Evidence from police auditors shows that in some police
forces as many as 60 percent of rape detections failed
to stand up to scrutiny. With indecent assaults it was
even worse - 75 percent of them collapsed under inspection.

* The race hate scare

THIS story arose when two related black men were found dead
in the Shropshire town of Telford. At first thought to be
suicides, the Independent told a different and truly
chilling story beneath the headline: "Could this be the
work of a racist lynch mob?"

The article included this arresting sentence: "If the
circumstances remain forever a mystery, the fact remains
that some black people now believe that the lynch mobs of
segregationist America are at large in 21st-century
Britain."

There was also said to be "damning evidence" that neo-Nazi
organisations were operating from pubs in the town and
white supremacists had drawn up a death list.

But Adrian Faber, the editor of the Shropshire Star, was as
astonished as his readers at this description of the town.

"Does anyone who lives or works in Telford or knows
anything about the town believe this is true?" he wrote.
"The evidence to support a racist conspiracy theory is
scant. We cannot allow rumour to become reality just
because it is repeated often enough."

* The Satanic scare

THIS story was given prominence by early reports on BBC's
current affairs radio programme Today and was based on
an alleged "official report".

It involved claims made by Valerie Sinason, a Harley Street
psychotherapist, that children are being bred for sacrifice
and sexual abuse, kept in cages, forced to eat human flesh
and excrement, and made to watch abortions and murders. A
more appalling tale could not be imagined. But the police,
while agreeing to look into the allegations, are sceptical
to say the least.

This is not the first time that Miss Sinason has made such
claims. They are based not on first-hand evidence but on
interviews she has conducted with disturbed patients.

She was given a grant by the Health Department to pursue
these theories despite the fact that an official study of
previous "Satanic rites" allegations concluded: "There is
no evidence that this has taken place in any of the 84
cases studied."

When pressed over the lack of evidence, Miss Sinason said
that Satanists were adept at covering their tracks. There
were 50 people fished out of the Thames each year, she
said, whose identity nobody knew. The Metropolitan Police,
however, said 38 bodies were recovered last year. Most
will have been identified.

* The abuse scare

ALL allegations against children need to be taken
seriously. But even the North Wales report, which
identified "widespread sexual abuse" in homes in Clwyd in
the late Eighties, said that most of the perpetrators had
been tried and convicted and that few other claims had been
made. The physical abuse amounted to "the unacceptable use
of force in disciplining and restraining" troublesome
children - something that a few years ago would not have
been classed as "abuse".

It was claimed that 11,000 children in care "may" have been
the victims of a vast network of paedophiles over a 20-year
period, although it is unclear on what evidence such a huge
figure is based.

Yesterday Hugh Orde, deputy assistant commissioner at
Scotland Yard, told a press conference that out of more
than 7,000 children placed in care homes in Lambeth, south
London, between 1974 and 1994, there were only 200 victims
who "could be" victims of sexual or physical abuse, not the
11,000 claimed.

Orde denied the tabloid newspaper claims and said police
were just continuing an ongoing 14-month-old investigation
of abuse in the Lambeth area. He said there was no evidence
to prove that paedophiles had operated via a network.

* The safety scare

AN analysis of European statistics yesterday concluded that
cyclists and pedestrians are more vulnerable in Britain
than anywhere else. In fact, the statistics showed that
while the proportion of cyclists and walkers among road
deaths was higher, the actual numbers who are killed on our
roads is much lower than in the rest of the EU. In fact,
our roads are the safest. The number of road deaths per
million in Britain at 64 is half the EU average.

------------------------------------------------------------
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               _JOHN RUSKIN - The Later Years _
                     by Tim Hilton
                     Yale University Press
                     20UKP
                     pp 642

              _JOHN RUSKIN - No Wealth But Life_
                     by John Batchelor
                     Chatto
                     25UKP
                     pp 384

John Ruskin was not so much a man as a civilisation.
Pre-eminent as an art critic, he also wrote passionately
about economics, politics, ecology, geology and botany. He
was the first cultural historian to realise that a nation's
architecture embodies its ideology and moral code. He
taught the English to value their greatest painter, Turner.
With his pen and paintbrush, he opened the world's eyes to
its most beautiful city, Venice. He waged war against
Victorian capitalism and technology, prophesying that they
would degrade the human spirit and pollute the planet.

His influence was immense. Tolstoy, Proust and Gandhi were
among his admirers. His wit and irreverence inspired Oscar
Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. William Morris and D H
Lawrence inherited his vision of an agrarian utopia. When,
in 1906, the first Labour intake in the House of Commons
was asked which author had most shaped their beliefs,
Ruskin was the clear favourite.

Why, then, is he so neglected today? It is partly his
prolixity. His complete works fill 39 volumes, and there
are probably not 39 people alive who have read every word.
But there are also aspects of his biography that have
attracted disparagement. Adult sexuality repelled him. His
marriage to Effie Gray was annulled after six years on
grounds of "incurable impotency". ** He was obsessed with
little girls, and his romps with nymphets in his Lake
District home led to scandal and disgrace. **  He had an
infantile side. His letters to his cousin Joan Severn
resort to embarrassing baby-talk.


[...]                                    This second and
final volume of his biography has taken him 15 years to
write. It is a masterpiece of investigative scholarship and
a work of generous and engrossing humanity. Its two main
centres of interest are those that have most exposed Ruskin
to calumny, his relations with Rose La Touche and his
descent into madness.

Ruskin was first attracted to Rose, an Irish girl of
wealthy family, when she was 11 and he was 40. She was a
puzzling child, precocious, pious, flirtatious. Her letters
addressed him as "Dearest St Crumpet", and he kept his
favourite ones folded between two plates of pure gold in
his breast pocket. Their relationship was stormy, rocked by
parental outrage, and by dark accusations that the
destruction of their correspondence by Ruskin's shocked
executors have rendered incomprehensible.


[...]                         He was the greatest master
of scorn that the English language has known. Every age
needs a Timon to rip the coverings from its folly - ours
more than most. It would be painful but exhilarating to
read Ruskin on our worship of footballers and fashion
models, and our belief that, in such an atmosphere, you can
educate children by stuffing their classrooms full of
computers. There is nobody that we need more urgently to
read. When he died, 100 years ago last month, stupidity,
avarice and ignorance breathed a sigh of relief.

------------------------------------------------------------



Books:
------------------------------------------------------------

March 1st 2000

_THE MOST DANGEROUS WRITER IN AMERICA_

_Coming to Terms With the Art of Dennis Cooper_

In a winter weekend in 1978, thousands of freaks filled an
East Village theater to see artists and rockers such as
Frank Zappa and Patti Smith salute William Burroughs.  As
the author of _Naked Lunch_ looked quizzically on, John Cage
played a coffee-pot while Merce Cunningham twisted and
twirled and Allen Ginsberg read an ode to punks.  ("Louder!
Viciouser!  Fuck me in the ass! ...") This was the
Nova Convention, the Woodstock of the avant-garde - an event
that could never occur in New York today.  The whole
tradition of transgressive art has been main-streamed into a
mall of money-making cruelty by everything from F/X to
Hollywood.  And we don't live in an age when radical writers
matter enough to be icons.  There's no one to fill the Burroughs
slot in American culture - or is there?  This week (March 2-3),
New York University hosts a conference
[http://www.nyu.edu/publicaffairs/newsreleases/b_FALES.shtml]
to celebrate Dennis Cooper, the 47-year-old writer who has
come closer than anyone to reanimating the spirit of
Burroughs.  Though his readership is modest by amazon.com
standards, it is remarkably diverse for an author whose "two
great themes are murder and rimming," as the novelist and
critic Edmund White quips.  A dedicated young following - of
both sexes and all sexualities - has honed in on Cooper, and
his name keeps popping up on the pomo pedagogy circuit.

"I think he's thoroughly deconstructed love - made it a
question of sudden attachments that can easily fade or be
forgotten - and yet it lingers after it's been abandoned,"
says the critic Avital Ronell, who will speak at the NYU
conference

True, it's not exactly a Pavement moment when Ziggy, the
protagonist of Cooper's novel *Try*, attempts to extricate
his foster father's face from his rectum.  "If you loved
me," Ziggy bleats, "you wouldn't rim me while I'm crying."
It's this comedy of violation, along with a sense of
sexuality so fluid as to be inchoate, that gives Cooper his
place in the anarchist crypto-punk movement known as Queercore.
"Of all the writers who deal with male/male desire, Dennis is
the one who rises above the domestic," says archivist Marvin
Taylor, the major organizer of the NYU conference.  "His is
the most important queer work in the last 50 years."

Still, it's hard to avoid the fact that this landscape of
empathy is also a world of thrill-killing teens and
stalking pedophiles.  This is where dealing with Cooper's
art gets tricky.  There are scholars who maintain that the
violence in his work - not to mention what Marvin Taylor
politely calls "the problem of pederasty" - is there for
purely representational reasons.  "I think Dennis is
primarily an aesthete," Taylor says.  "He chooses young
boys because, for one thing, they're at the moment of
acquiring proficiency in language, so that allows him to
explore his ideas about language as a system that can
never adequately express reality or feelings.  For
another, there's a cultural obsession with the beautiful boy.
If you examine the news coverage of child killers, you
can see how luridly their victims' bodies are described.
It's lurking there, and Dennis makes it explicit."

"Cooper's drugged-out, murdered teenage boys are our Annabel
Lees in their beauty and their inability to survive, in the
intensity of love's failure.  In fact, they don't have to die
to be dead," writes the poet Robert Gluck.

But explaining away such themes also begs the question
academics are loath to ask of transgressive writers: What
are their intentions?  Take Burroughs.  Big Bill would pore
over scrapbooks of images from child porn before writing.
Cooper, too, has made scrapbooks (they're on exhibition at
NYU's Fales Library as part of the conference), and they
bear an uncanny resemblance to the material Burroughs used
as inspiration.

Cooper's fate is to deal with a reputation so extreme that
people approach him looking for snuff films, and his friends
won't read his books.  He finds it necessary to explain that
the activities in his novels aren't real.  "My life isn't like
that," Cooper says.  "But emotionally, it's very real,
because I've been haunted by this stuff ever since I was a
kid."  He grew up prosperous in the Valley, in a family that
split up when he was 14, leaving him to deal with a
dramatically unstable mother.  "Honestly it was pretty
heavy," he confides.  "It wasn't, like, physical abuse, but
she was out of control.  Yeah, it was pretty bad."

But that was only the setting for a series of news events that
galvanized Cooper's imagination.  There was the "freeway
killer" whose victims were young hitchhikers, including several
boys raped and murdered in the mountains behind Cooper's house.
He hiked to what he thought was the site of the killings and
had "almost a religious experience.  I didn't know what it
was about, but I did notice it was incredibly exciting and
that no one else shared this feeling."  Clippings from this
case figure prominently in Cooper's scrapbook.  Where did
these powerful feelings come from?  "I really don't have a
clue," he says.  But one possibility occurs to him.  About a
year before the freeway killings, when he was 11, Cooper was
the victim of a nearly fatal injury.  His best friend, "who
I had this big crush on," accidentally split his head open
with an axe.  Cooper was knocked unconscious and woke up
covered in blood.  "I reached up and my head was split
open," he recalls.  "I still have this big old ugly dent in
my skull."  Did the injury alter his emotions?  "It may have
had some effect on me," he says.  "Maybe it de-shocked me."

Or maybe it placed him in a certain relationship to the
murderous side of his budding sexuality, the stuff most kids
are only aware of in deeply gothic moments.  In any event, his
moral sense remained intact, leaving him caught between
profound feelings of desire and powerful fantasies of
destruction.

[...]

------------------------------------------------------------
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'Ex Astris' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear all,

First off - thank you for just being here. It's always a boost to my week
when I log on and am able to get to know myself through all of you. But on
to other things.

Becky and I have been playing and having a lot of fun frequently. But just
as frequent are her over-bearing jealous fits whenever I am there for the
other kids. She seems to be so deprived at home of true love and attention,
that she cannot bear for me to not be exclusively hers. This has its ups &
downs ;) All in all though, what I must do is define how I will react to
this behaviour. So far I have been able to maintain a balance between equal
playmate when she's good, and when she's bad will calmly (but firmly) assert
authority to correct her. I never enjoy the latter, but she has a very bad
habit of kicking others that do not give her as much attention as she
expects at that given moment. Bad enough when she kicks me, but intolerable
when she does it to the other kids. Plus, I've been able to earn a lot of
respect from observing parents for my handling of the situation. This makes
me feel good, because I feel for the first time in my life I'm really
starting to succeed at being good with kids.

Desiree, oh beautiful Desiree is becoming all the more affectionate toward
me of late. She loves to be picked up, wrap her legs around my torso and
be swung around. And gee, as a gentleman, I must oblige a lady!

--

Thank you, Ianthe, for explaining what I said. Yes, Brother Chubba, although
I feel that while those who are against religions almost invariably have a
valid point, it must also be pointed out that just because they claim to
represent God(s), does not mean that they do so accurately. After all, Jesus
(regardless of what you believe of him) exposed the same fallacies in the
Jewish religion of the 1st century that exist in most organized religions
today. Note to all readers: I have no wish to step on toes or start a 'flame
war' with my words. I simply mean to cause some think in a vien of logic
that could potentially lead to enlightenment. That is all I ever intend.

--

At work I have Kim Anderson photos all over my cubicle, photos of the kids
in my apartment complex as well as those of friends. Good news to the GL
community out there; I have been able to inadvertently take our cause one
step closer in the minds of my co-workers. A couple of weeks ago, someone
started a rumour that I was "one of those guys who are into kids too much to
be 'okay.'" I chose not to react to the person who was saying it or even to
the rumour itself, other than being extra perky and friendly to everyone.

Well, eventually, one of the ladies I sit next to at work responded to the
whispering with a loud "So what if he's a damn pedophile?! He's the only one
of you I'd trust with my kids!"

All this went on, and I've still never said a thing other than to talk
about the kids in my life with the parents out there I'm friends with.
Oh, and I recently found out the woman who defended me (Amy) has a
crush on me. She's a mother of three, which knowing my limits is too
much responsibility for me. So we'll just have to remain friends.

--

From the depths of my soul- 'Mneme' - thank you for contributing. We very much
need a woman's perspective to be communicated to us. At least I need it.
Just to know on hindsight how you feel about the ramifications of man/girl
sexual intimacy. I've never been sexually intimate with a girl (or anyone
for that matter) since childhood. The potentiality of harm has always held
my lusts at bay, no matter how willing a girl may have been. I would
certainly like to hear any insights you might have on experiences we relate.
:)

That's all the time I have for now. Until next time...

'Ex Astris'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Tsarevitch' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------


Howdy y'all,

'de buitenlander' wrote:
>To add to the discussion, I think it's a figment of the media's
>imagination that we are all super-intelligent beings with IQs over 500.
>The fact that we engage more regularly in rational debate
>also helps to fuel the fiction, as Desire pointed out.

Need fuel for the media over-exaggerated fiction?  I just watched an English
export on my local PBS (PUBLIC BROADCASTING STATION) which has its hands on
co-producing the above piece.  Fittingly titled as "Touching Evil II. (parts
3, 4)," a usually decent murder mystery/police show turns its target against
a "pedophile ring."  Do they really exist as a "multi-billion dollar industry"?
The show portrays a mafia like leadership ring of the 'Three Wisemen.'

In the U.S., we have a show called 'Law and Order' though it claims that the
stories are original, it is obvious that the plots are plagiarized straight
from the most alarmist headlines with only a slight twist so the network does
not have to buy the rights to the story.  If anyone else saw this show, does
it resemble any investigation in the past/present in England.  Is there any
truth to the numbers bandied about in the show ~ 1+ million kids being shipped
about?  Or is this another version of the Day Care/Satanic Cult Abuse myths?

What kind of message are we supposed to get from this show:  On one extreme -
pedophiles are portrayed as lowly, ignorant, evil, brainless monsters who can
not wait to murder a child; now with show's version/extreme - pedophiles
are soulless, conspiring, evil genius villains/porn peddling media moguls
who only lust for child orgies and pure profits made from child slaves.

No wonder, we gl's will never get a break if we are condemned to be
associated with such mythos.

--

On a lighter note:

Happy (belated) Anniversary to THE LIST!

>   [ ASGL-L is now four years old, having started
>     on 14th February 1996.  We now have well over
>    500 subscribers. ]

Bonne anniversaire!  Here is to at least '16+' more years!

--

'Moomin' wrote:
>   April 25th is

> A L I C E    D A Y

> Make the little girl
>  you love happy.
<snip>
> Any better suggestions or improvements are welcome, but
> assuming we use the above then you could always add an
> additional message beneath it, or a web address, if you
> like. Personally, I prefer the simple approach, at
> least as a first step, to establish the term ALICE DAY.

> Such a simple message may well be more successful at
> arousing public curiosity and awareness than we think?

Keep it simple!  In the United States, there are a lot of 'conspiracy
theorists', unethical journalist among them, who could add 1 + 1 and
add "up all the clues" to a sum far worse that what any hidden agenda
Alice Day could ever spawn....

There are too many cynics in this country to look past any 'propaganda'
in any soundbite or any webpage.

After all, "No one expects the [Christian Coalition... !]" (To paraphrase
England's finest cultural export, Monty Python.)

To clarify, the C.C. = America's cultural version of the Spanish
Inquisition...

   [ Amazingly, I read a recent newspaper article, in which Christian
     campaigners claimed that South America had always been a hotbed
     of 'sexual abuse'.  Their only evidence - "the Inquisition found
     evidence of it".  Hardly a reliable source, I would have
     though! ;( ]

Really, to truly legitimize this revolutionary creation, 'we' would
trick/gain the help of a legitimate non-paedo group, perhaps a non-sexuality
based group, to help sponsor this culture changing event, Some women's or
human rights organization.  Now how can we pull this part off?  or Do we
need to get another group's help?

   [ Join the ACLU.  Get involved in www.a16.org  Learn what works
     and what doesn't.  Think of yourself as a student and use them as
     academies in which to learn how to think and how to operate as
     an activist.  ;-) ]

Sorry! Forever Rambbbbbbbbbbling like a fool,

'Tsarevitch'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Humbert-II, A New One' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Remember the anonymous account I recently sent?  Well, I found the
follow up, evidently.  I don't have the whole story, so this will
be in my style, as opposed to the style of the original writer...

It seems that things became very uncomfortable for a period after
the time he wrote about.  Finally, the lg told her mother, who
told the writer's wife.  As amazing as it may sound, both
the mother and the wife were understanding, and realized
that the writer had acted out of love for the lg. The writer
said that he did not "come out of the closet" so to speak,
but that he did not say it "was the lg who came on to him",
or really shift the blame, either.  It was certainly not the
best of all worlds, and led to some very uncomfortable
situations, evidently.  It has also ruined any relationship
the writer and the lg had ever had.  It is not that the
writer is not allowed near the lg, or even alone with the
lg, but he sounded a little perplexed about his own
feelings.  It seems that on the one hand he felt terrible,
that if the lg felt compelled to go to her mother it must
have been a traumatic experience.  It was clear that he was
concerned for her throughout the evolution of this, and even
that she was concerned for him. On the other hand, he
expressed that he felt betrayed, that he felt he did take
every step to make sure that what happened was what the girl
wanted.  He mentioned actions she took that indicated that
she encouraged him on.  It appears she was exploring that
evening and the next day, and then felt guilty thereafter,
and was afraid that the writer would continue to make
advances and/or possibly force himself on her.  The fact
that the LG felt this way also seemed to have a deep impact
on him, he maintained that he never made an unwanted or
unprovoked advance.  Evidently the LG was even allowed to
write a note to the writer.  It expressed her apologies at
how badly things had gone.  He made it sound very sweet.  He
said that it was too late, that a horrible wound has been
inflicted upon their relationship that cannot be undone.

I guess there is a lesson for all of us, here.  The writer
is obviously fortunate that the mother and his wife were
understanding.  I think reading about this has changed my
perspective in a fundamental way.  In the past I have been
on the fence about the limits, and felt that LGs can know
what they want and enjoy the results and be happy with
events that might transpire.  This is based on some of the
LGs I had relationships with when I was a shy and awkward
boy.  I think I have changed my mind. I don't think it is
the fault of the LGs, I think it is society.  It brainwashes
them, and some things are good and some are bad, and you
can't protect them from that.  So the best alternative is
ALWAYS to fantasize.  Complete abstinence.  Because of our
natural disposition, we must be even more cautious in these
situations than a "normal" man.  Because no matter how well
intentioned, the possibility of us causing harm is obviously
far to great.  It saddens me to say this, because it is my
last great hope, crushed.

'Mneme', your message has special interest to me, in this light.

Your comments seem contradictory to me?  You say "The man
who abused me". But then your comments about being an angry
woman indicate that you feel that the abuse came at the hands
of society, not this man.  Do you feel that the man LOVED you?
Or do you think he was just a lecherous dirty man who had no
concern for your well being and only wanted to molest you?
What do YOU think makes US this way?  Is it that we are socially
immature?  That we suffer from arrested development?  Or is
it normal, in the same sense that homosexuals claim that
their predisposition is normal?  Some of us are just "born
this way"?  Do you hold fond, cherished recollections of this
man, of these events?  Do you fantasize about him/the events
(if that is not to personal a question.  If it is, please
ignore it)?

Reading the above writer's recollections has made me realize
that I will never risk a close association with a LG again.
The risk is too much, to all parties.  I will hold them at
arms length, like a cute but potentially venomous animal.
It is true that they don't typically bite "unprovoked" in
this analogy, but as a LGL, I am far too likely to open
their mouth, and willingly sink their fangs into my own skin.
I guess a bee would be an even better analogy. You can let a
bee walk all over your body and it will normally not sting you.
But if you are so enamoured by the bee that you try to pet
it, touch it, it is certain to sting.  Worst of all, this
causes the bee to not only harm you but to harm itself, as
well.  And it can't be blamed, it acts out of fear,
self-preservation.  I can see no other course than
self-inflicted abstinence from LGs, in my case.

Others who feel that they have more self control may have
more options.  Being friends may be enough.  For me, that
sounds like a life of hell on earth, torture of mythical
proportions, the water below you just out of reach and the
grapes above you also.  I would love to hear your opinion,
as a 'loved-girl' and a female.

'Humbert-II, A New One'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello All,

I haven't spoken much of my relationships lately, I
just haven't felt motivated. I'll begin to do so in
the coming posts. My current love interests are my
11yo cousin "Mindy" and her 6yo niece "Sonya". They
both adore me very much and occasionally get jealous
of each other. I buy them stuff all the time, give
them money and send them cards from all my trips. I
have overheard snippets of Mindy having a crush on me.
You know the sort, Her friend letting something slip
out at an embarrassing time for her (while standing
with her). When she was nine my sister heard Mindy and
her girlfriend arguing over who was going to marry me.
I have survived through a couple of boyfriends. They
are rather immature relationships at that age. At a
recently community festival we walked around all
evening holding hands and even spent a few minutes
talking to her boyfriend while still holding hands.
Needless to say I didn't feel romantically threatened
by that boyfriend. Well there is much more I could
talk about, but I'll save it for future posts.

'Rasputin's Dog'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Huio' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi, my name is Huio I don't write here often. This is only my second
time. I feel like I am so different from you guys. I enjoy looking
at and dreaming about girls about 10-13yrs old. What I find strange
is that I become so tongue-tied or fearful when I am around girls. I
can admire from a distance but up close I want to runaway. Is it
infatuation, I don't know? You guys talk about girls in everyway -
but I don't or I rarely see any words about the sexual frustrations
and longings that I experience. Unless you guys get some regularly
you most certainly feel the same. I am not ashamed to say that
pictures and my hand get me by each day without going insane. I dream
of pleasing girls and them pleasing me, of making love between satin
sheets and screwing like there's no tomorrow. I know that a long-term
relationship is impossible so I choose to live with what I know I can
attain; an occasional kiss, a glance at cotton panties, a smell of
girlish sweat, and maybe even a rare love making. I cannot go out on
a Saturday night and 'pick her up in a bar', I can not meet her at
church and court her as a gentleman, no I cannot even expect to get
an honest reply to my imaginary personal ads.  No I don't live in
must be non-smoker that world and nether do you.  So why do we
pretend all is well?

'Huio'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'de buitenlander' wrote:
>So I lifted her up [to look at some art] and held her for 10 seconds or so
>and put her down again, and off she ran, having thrown another smile at me.
>
>Later I saw her with her mother, and they both smiled at me.  Things like
>this make life worth living, but I could get arrested for it in the UK or
>USA.

I know they are strict in those countries but I doubt if they are that
strict, especially if you are being genuinely helpful. If the mother
had been upset that you had touched her daughter then she could have
caused you some trouble but unless your hands went to her bottom or
something I doubt that any policeman would arrest you. So much of this
seems to rely on the reaction of the parents.

>I have been wearing my yellow hear badge in public for two weeks now.
>No-one has asked me what it means!  How do I answer them?

Probably should have thought of that before you started wearing it.
Why bother wearing it if you aren't going to explain? It would be
like me putting my 'little ballerina' theme on my computer desktop
at work.

--

I met a new girl at church a few weeks ago. She is involved in
a martial arts class that has it's practices there. I was there for
band practice and watched her for a while. I spoke to her after
the practice and ended up playing with her for a while. I saw her
the next week after a Wednesday night service and played with
her again. I spoke to her father as well and he was quite supportive
of my attentions. She was hiding behind him as I chased her around
playing with a balloon. He told her "He isn't going to hurt you" (why
would he use those words, though?) I said, "She looks like she can
take care of herself" and laughed. I haven't seen her in a couple of
weeks but I am not going to obsess about this. I will relax and see if
the relationship develops and if she shows any interest in me the next
time I see her. This is that awkward time when I wonder how much
attention to show. I do have those two experiences to build on
though. We'll see...

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------------





'de buitenlander' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello, gentle readers.

Before I wander through the last posting, I only want to say
that my weekend I've just spent (mentioned in my previous
posting) was quite simply wonderful.  I ask myself how can a
grown adult be so much in love with a 6 year old?  It was a
weekend of fancy dress parties, being chased around a room
by several 6 and 7 year olds, all of whom wanted to have
raspberries blown on their tummies, swimming, movies, too
much popcorn, too much Irn Bru [USA = soda *], hugs, snuggles,
ad-hoc kisses, bathtime, bedtime stories, good night kisses
(many of which were for Alexa) and sitting in bed with three
little girls in the morning (one of whom was Alexa) reading
stories until my eyes popped.  It's not every day in my life
that a six year old with whom I am very much in love gets
into bed with me in the morning, gives me a good morning
kiss and then snuggles up to me.  Ah, the joys of a
spontaneous offer for a sleep-over!  Carpe diem, as they
say.

[*] a flavoured, lurid orange coloured fizzy drink for those
who don't know it; the second national drink of Scotland
after whisky.

On my last posting, the Czech characters did not come out,
so for Franti?ek Drtikol, please read Frantisek Drtikol, and
for Karel Ma?ek, please read Karel Masek.

--

'Moomin' wrote:
>...<snipper> to establish the term ALICE DAY in the public
mind... <snip>

Hi Moomin.  This definitely meets with my approval!  I use
"sticker propaganda" quite a lot myself, just to remind
people that we're around and won't go away.  Sticker
propaganda is very useful (I've used it for many years, for
various causes) and it is very portable.  Letting the media
know sounds a nice idea, especially not mentioning the "P"
word.  I feel a letter-writing campaign coming on.

--

"Mneme' wrote about daisy petals and lots of other things.
Wonderful idea about the daisy petals!  I'll try out some
designs and see how they look.  Oh, and I sympathise with
you about your experiences with social workers.  I have not
yet found one I can trust, so I do not trust any of them.  I
had a very bad experience a few years back when a social
worker basically invented "facts" in order to suit their own
prejudices, and as a consequence ruined my life sufficiently
that it has taken four years to pick up the pieces.  Even
though I won an appeal, there was never a retraction of the
allegations, nor even an apology.

--

BTW, how do we share designs if we think they're good
enough?  There's no public forum for this within the group.
One or two people (active and lurkers) know how to find me,
but that's less than 1% of the group.  Ianthe, do you have
any space on one of your other pages which you could make
available for "moderated" file transfer between people who
have actively expressed an interest?  This interest could be
expressed privately so as not to compromise the integrity of
the group.  It could also be useful for co-ordinating any
agitprop (cf.  "Netwar" editorial from FP, Winter 1999).
Thoughts, anyone?

  [ Put them up on some web-space, and send me the url ? ]

--

'Dalderious' wrote:

>Over the weekend I spent a wonderful day at someone's
>house.

Sounds like you had a great time.  Keep going at it and
enjoy it while you can, but as a point of discussion does it
matter too much what the girl looks like?  Surely it's the
fact that you are around young girls and they want you
around them.  If they're pretty (by whose definition??)
then so much the better.  Specifically, the 10 year old
definitely needs some long-term attention!  Why don't you
get talking to her and try to open up her heart.  If she
needs a hug, just give her one and tell her why: that you
think she needed it because she's so sad.  It also seems
like you have a favourite in Sandy.  She may be a bit
jealous of all the attention everyone else is getting which
is why you appear to be getting the cold shoulder from her,
so give her some special time on her own.  My guess is that
she'll respond.

--

'Brother Chubba' wrote:
>she just sits on the Playstation the whole time she's here.

Hey, you've got my sympathies there.  Don't be disappointed
about "just" being accepted as a friend, though.  You're
still in there.  How old is Sarah, by the way?  Have you got
yourself involved with her playing the games?  Challenge her
and get her to teach you.  As I see it, that way you get the
best out of that dreadful invention.  You'll have her full
attention again, I'll bet.  Anyway, have you asked her why
she doesn't give you hugs any more?  You can make a great
game out of that too if you can pout your bottom lip well
enough to make her laugh.

--

From the press cuttings round-up, the article about American
children being put on Prozac caught my eye.  Now, isn't that
the country which is spearheading the crusade to stamp out
paedophiles because they are supposed to harm children?

Perhaps if the USA were to practice a little more of what it
preached about "family values" (whatever the hell that is
supposed to mean), then more people would start to respect
them.  However, as usual it's the interest of the wallet
which comes before the interest of anyone else.  Grumble
grumble grumble...

--

Many years ago, I used to write (and publish) a lot of poetry, then
my muse left me.  However, she has returned in a new guise.  I hope
you don't mind me sharing things with you.  If you do, tell me to
shut up and I may do so.


TO ALEXA, NEARLY SEVEN

Like a fire in dry summer maquis
you have spread without control through me,
Alexa Aphrodite with the golden hair,
moods changeable as Spring
Some sullen like the no of November
the next shining bright as May
blue eyes shining with discovery,
lips exploding in a sunburst
revealing gaps like spaces in February borders
where new teeth will come like snowdrops
(gaps you let me explore with my tongue
seeking the buds I know will grow up)

Asking me to tickle you again
you let fly a flock of laughter
as limbs flail, opening and closing like some mad flower
surprised by days and nights which
come and go too fast

I stop and gently kiss your toes
moving up the gentle blondness of your long leg
how can skin be so soft everywhere,
lips be so gentle
temptation so great?
so so easy to say no
but as you kiss my nose,
moving deeper down the duvet
it becomes easier to say yes
and taste the apple of your temptation


Kind regards,

'de buitenlander'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Sir Voyeur' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Hi!  Add my name to those who support the: ALICE DAY!
Man, sky-writing the words "Alice Day" is such a surreal
and beautiful image!

Oh... I heard/saw Jock Sturges speak at a gallery in Los
Angeles yesterday.  What a kind, intelligent man who loves
people.  Though he admits that there are erotic qualities
in his photographs, what attracts him more to the subject
matter is the utter "lack of shame" of the naturists with
whom he works. Long live Jock!

Sincerely,

'SirVoyeur'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Spike' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>What is the difference between you not showing Kristie
>your penis and letting her touch it through your jeans?
>You would get in just as much trouble for either of those
>activities. She sounds interested but her teasing may cause
>you to make irrational decisions.

That's exactly what she asked me!

You are right, that I would get in trouble for both, but that
night I couldn't think straight, and your also right that I
did make irrational decisions. I had a little talk with
Kristi last Saturday night while I was babysitting her. She
was in her nightgown again and she was actually the one that
brought up the rubbing jeans incident. I was kinda suprised
that she brought it up. She asked me why did I let her touch
me through my jeans, but I wouldn't let her see my penis. I
couldn't answer that question with any logic.  We ended up
the night with her looking at my penis. It was incredible,
also with a lot of kissing, hugging, cuddling, and fondling
on my part.

'Spike'
--------------------------------------------------------




'Albert Ross' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Hello,

I thought perhaps it would help if I dug myself out of my
closet, so this is an attempt to be chatty and sociable.
Watch out..

--

'Buitenlander':  about how intelligent we are - well - after all,
who else has managed to figure out the meaning of life, eh?

Sure we're intelligent - it takes a bit more than the average
smarts to be able to dig yourself out from underneath all the
negative perspectives.  most people, it would seem, have a lot
more trouble figuring out what's bugging them.

It occurs to me that there are an incredible number of artists,
writers, philosophers, geniuses of all sorts, among us.  Monty
Python called it the 'ever popular tortured artist effect'.

We live (in our hearts at least) slightly outside the boundary
of acceptable society, so intelligence sort of comes with the
territory - it's a matter of survival.

--

'Mneme':  Hello.  If it is worth much to you, I read everything
you write with great care.  There is a woman inside every girl
I meet, and it is very important to me to be able to somehow
understand how she might remember me when she grows.

I like your daisy petals idea.  What I want now is a T-shirt
with a picture of a yellow heart daisy growing in a field and
the old 'flower power' slogan on it.

--

'Moomin': I will try to make your poster idea real in my world,
and paste it on as many walls I can reach - without getting
arrested again.

--

'Sanctuary': not only do posts take a long time to come around,
but it seems that Ianthe has been kind enough to filter out
some of my less stable ravings.  This is a wonderful place.

--

'Brother Chubba' and 'Spike': On this 'coming out' thing -
what's the problem?  Are there many people here who can list
negative reactions?  With the exception of my Alice's mom,
and a cop or two, almost everyone I've told my story to has
been way more concerned about what the authorities did to
Alice than over anything I might do.

Being a 'known' paed has it's advantages - you get points
for being honest about it.  In my case I would probably be
in a whole lot more trouble if any of the parents I know
thought I'd been trying to sneak around behind their backs.

Poor old Humbert.  He breaks my heart.  There, but for the
grace of Nabokov, go I.  Thanks for the warning, Vlad..

--

'Frans':  Thank you for your kind words, and please feel free
to do anything you want with anything you think might be
valuable.  Also for the article on the Netherlands - Dutch
society was once my hope for a real 'neverwonderland', but
the pendulum is still swinging, and there are now a whole
lot more of us gumming up the works, so there is hope yet.

--

Ianthe: many happy returns on the list's fourth birthday.
it's such a delightful age, and often the point at which
real communication begins.

On the political side:  I've been reading about the 'great
hacker crackdown' (Bruce Sterling, available free from Project
Gutenberg) and I think there is a parallel in there some-
where, particularly in regard to child pornography.

The authority-junkies were, back then, really freaked at
the way kids - hackers and phreakers - were taking over the
network of the time - the phone system and the precursors
of the net - bbs's and dialups and uucp and such.

The neat thing about the hacker crackdown is that it blew
up in authority's face - the hackers became the heroes, we
got Mitch Kapor and the EFF out of it, and authority made
the usual fool of itself.

So how might we go about pulling the same flip here?

--

Anyway... these days I've been amusing myself by planning a
book, to be called 'The Young Lady's Guide to Paedophiles'.
It has chapters on What Your Options Are, How to Choose Your
Own, Care, Feeding and Maintenance, Explaining Him to Your
Mom, and an appendix full of suggestions for getting the most
out of us. ;))

Toward delight,

'Albert Ross'
--------------------------------------------------------

  [ That last one sounds like an article you could sell
    for big $'s to _The Onion_ or similar satirical
    mags ? ;) ]




'Fairy Knight' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------

Sorry it took so long to get back, folks.

Life is a crazy thing, a sticky old maid that
demands constant attention if she is to be
survived. Ok, sorry. I just got out of my
literature class.

--

'Brian' wrote:
>Funny you should mention that, recently I was thinking along
>similar lines.  Mainstream religion does nothing for me, at
>least in part because the bullies in my school were all good
>confirmed Christians.  I want to get into something a bit
>more earth oriented, open minded and realistic.  And if
>their idea of being closer to nature includes a more
>refreshing approach to GL's than the norm, so much the better.

I don't really know what the general conscience
of Pagan religions is concerning GL. For some
reason, I have always bean a little afraid to
come right out and ask. Many of them seem to
have the same blindness that Christians do,
since Christians tend to control the
Psychiatrists and we all know what they think.
Still, on the whole, they should be more
open-minded. And besides, not only does this let
you worship something that does not find your
appreciation of girls repulsive, but might
actually share it! My hope is to someday find a
group of people, online or in real life, that
shares my orientation and religious beliefs.

--

'Mneme' wrote:
>I hope I am bringing something significant to your table.

How to put this? I was THRILLED to hear from
you. Most GL believe deep in there souls that a
relationship of that kind with a LG is not
hurtful, but that our society can make it so.
To have someone come forward with such a view
because they LIVED it is a great comfort. Just
hearing it makes me feel less guilt over who and
what I am. Plus, your views are likely to be far
more realistic than ours on what is and is not
harmful or helpful. Besides, its nice to have
someone who is not necessarily one of us who
does not start looking for kindling as soon as
they hear us talk! (figuratively speaking, of
course). Welcome, and thank you. Thank you very
much.

'Fairy Knight'
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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'Sanctuary' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

'Humbert-II, A New One' wrote:
>I don't think it is the fault of the LGs, I think it is
>society.  It brainwashes them, and some things are good
>and some are bad, and you can't protect them from that.
>So the best alternative is ALWAYS to fantasize.  Complete
>abstinence.

I am inclined to agree with you in the social climate we
are in. It is a shame that that girl had to feel guilty
about something that she wanted to experience. I am not
sure how to change this in our society. Studies about
outcomes show that some outcomes are positive and that
some memories are cherished. It seems to be a small
number in girls, though. If we ignore them completely,
though, how are things going to change? We can hope for
a time of more tolerance but how will the times change?
It seems as though some people need to preach the positive
outcomes but at what price? Who is willing to be a martyr
for love? I guess the only way is to develop relationships
with girls that are deep and meaningful and hope that they
will speak good things about them when they are grown. The
only girl I have been able to do this with is my own daughter
because every other relationship has been cut off by the
parents before it had a chance to develop. I applaud those
researchers who have the courage to explore and report about
children's sexuality and relationships. I just wish more people
would listen to the results but perhaps some will if the
presenters will stand their ground.

--

'Huio' wrote:
>So why do we pretend all is well?

I don't pretend all is well. I go through the same frustrations
as you but realize that there can be no fulfilment of my
desires at this time. I will be content with any contact I
can have with the girls of my dreams. Usually that is just a
smile or a little playtime but it will have to do for now.

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'mneme' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

First of all, the word abused was supposed to appear in quotation
marks; it is a word I do not emotionally associate with having
been a lg.

Thank you, all, for your remarks and support.

I remember valuing hugs most, and coming to understand being
fondled as exploration. We never had intercourse; I know that
if we had, I would not be writing to this list.

I am sure that my gl had an erection nearly constantly, but I
was never aware of it. I never saw or felt his penis. I don't
know if these facts are relevant, but they are so.

'mneme'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'true' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

'true' here,

I love the name Alice Day, if it refers to Alice In Wonderland.
One of the best things about that story is Alice's total
bewilderment at "adult hypocrisy" or the "hypocrisy of the
adult world".  Can someone give me details on what Alice Day
is, I'm sure I have a good idea - but I'd love details.  I'm
sure its about many different things, I hope "anti-witch-hunt"
is one of them.

--

It's funny that the New Zealand news article came out today
(3-6-00).  If I understand it, this National Party politician
wants to ban "stories/books" that are about people under 16
having sex,.... I'm right in the middle of reading "The Diary
of Anne Frank"... they'll have to ban _that_ too... LOL.

A harmless lgl,

'true'
----------------------------------------------------------------




'Riley' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Happy belated Anniversary to the list.

Greetings all!

Normally I don't contribute much, preferring to lurk,
since I have a nasty habit of putting my foot in my
mouth, so to speak.

However, I must respond to both 'de buitenlander'
(loved your poem, and I hope you find it in yourself
to write more like it) and to 'Albert Ross', who wrote:

>Anyway... these days I've been amusing myself by planning a
>book, to be called 'The Young Lady's Guide to Paedophiles'.
>It has chapters on What Your Options Are, How to Choose Your
>Own, Care, Feeding and Maintenance, Explaining Him to Your
>Mom, and an appendix full of suggestions for getting the most
>out of us. ;))

This sounds like a wonderful idea! As I recall, both blacks and
homosexuals use humour to further their cause. It's hard to
demonize something that people laugh at, and we certainly
need to lighten up the public's mood concerning us and (most
importantly) defuse the bad propaganda that we suffer.

Perhaps it's important to laugh at ourselves...

An additional chapter could be "How to Find One", which would
include all-important advice on telling the difference between
those nasty sadists (unclean in body and spirit) who would
force them into unseemly acts, and us who would shower them with
presents and flowers (and deliciously unseemly attention). ;)

Oops. Foot approaching mouth. I'll shut up now.

'Riley'
----------------------------------------------------------------





'Yuri' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>Regarding Desire's KP law:
>>It is illegal to distribute (possibly add 'or possess') pictures of
>>which it is certain or highly likely that a sex crime involving a
>>child, or an act that would be such if committed in (jurisdiction of
>>the law) at the time of distribution, was used for its production."

>Which sex crime is that exactly? Exposed genitals? Fondling? Kissing?
>Intercourse? Holding her on your lap (watch those hands) while she
>cries about her lost doggie?
>
>Also, the phrase 'highly likely' concerns me. An actual event has not
>occurred. How does one know what is going to happen or what is going
>on in the minds of the artists and their models?

The problem you're pointing out is that it deals with two separate laws.
Having followed the Sharpe case here in Canada quite closely, I feel
semi-qualified to venture an opinion.  I think it must be looked at as an
independent law, so let's leave the definition of exactly what should or
should not constitute a 'sex crime' as a separate issue.  Therefore, it makes
sense to me that a good anti-child-pornography law would ban pictures
depicting a sex crime, which in the view of today's society is basically any
sexual act involving a child, but not simple nudity, possibly up to and
including genital close-ups (such as in McBride's _Show Me!_).

As to what should and should not be a sex crime, my opinion there is that it
is largely determined by consent (and therefore by ability to consent).  I
think we are all in agreement that picture involving the actual abuse (as in
rape or other non-consensual acts) of anybody, children or not, should not
be allowed, while pictures involving consenting adults definitely should.
The grey area is therefore with children and teenagers: when can they
consent.  There is a case going on in Winnipeg now (which I believe was
mentioned in one of the ASGL-L news round-ups) about an older man (40's ?)
charged with making and possessing child pornography for taking pictures of
him and his 14-year-old girlfriend having consensual sex.  He is arguing
that as the relationship is legal, why can't she also consent to the
pictures, as they are for private use.  He brings up a very valid point,
which some people are using to argue for raising the age of consent here.
So, my definition of a sex crime, or what kinds of sexual behaviour
shouldn't be allowed, is simple:

* Anything that isn't consensual should be illegal and punished severely
anything where consent is questionable (using alcohol or drugs, such as
Rohypnol) should be illegal, but less sever a crime than the first case
anything where consent was coerced through use of force or intimidation (for
example boss to employee: "Sleep with me or you're fired") should be
illegal.

* Anything where consent was freely given then needs to be judged on the
ability of the person to consent.

Richard Green, in "Sexual Science and the Law" (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1992, p. 143) suggests using similar principles as used in
other areas where we question a young persons capacity to consent, such as
medical procedures, to guide legislation in the area of sexual age of
consent.  Both England and Canada have rejected setting a definite age of
consent for medical procedures as capacity to consent depends on the child's
intellectual capability [, ... and] on whether the person is capable of
understanding and coming to a decision on what is involved. [P. Skegg,
English Law Relating to Experimentation on Children, Lancet 2:754-755 (1977),
p. 754.  P. Skegg, Consent to Medical Procedures on minors, Modern Law
Review 36:370-381.]  In Canadian cases concerning medical procedures, the
courts have held that there is no age below which minors are automatically
incapable of giving consent, and that a minor has a right to consent (and
by extension to refuse) if he or she is able to understand fully what is
involved with the medical procedure in question. [B. Tomkins, Minors:
Right to Consent, Saskatchewan Law Review 40:41-62 (1974-1975)]

All this is, of course, just MHO.

--

>'Brian' wrote:
>>It's the warped idea that sexual contact will harm them that
>>causes all of the problems. That is why I like to see
>>controversies like the one caused by the recent Bauserman,
>>Tromovich, and Rind article. Perhaps studies like these will
>>cause some genuine re-evaluation of perceptions; perhaps not. I
>>will remain hopeful and continue to show genuine affection
>>whenever I can.
>
>Maybe its just me, but I find it funny that even the most ardent
>anti-ped seems to have no objection to kids having sex with kids.
>You know what they say, the worst homophobes are the closet
>homosexuals. Sometimes I similarly wonder about the motives of the
>anti-peds.

I've wondered the same thing.  Society has convinced itself that children
are innocent, therefore kids having sex with kids is just child's play,
while adults having sex with kids is abuse.  Even that is crumbling, if
you'll remember the US case of the "child-sex ring busted" a few months
back, where there was a group of kids aged 8 to 16 that was having sex,
and the comments of the prosecutor that if he could have charged those
under 10, he would have.  This would make them all perps and no victims.
If there isn't a victim, how can there be a crime?

'Yuri'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Spike' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'Albert Ross' wrote:
>'Brother Chubba' and 'Spike': On this 'coming out' thing -
>what's the problem?  Are there many people here who can list
>negative reactions?  With the exception of my Alice's mom,
>and a cop or two, almost everyone I've told my story to has
>been way more concerned about what the authorities did to
>Alice than over anything I might do.

'Spike' responds:

There are certain people in my family that know that I am a Pedophile. My
brother knows and my Mom and Dad knows as well. My Pastor knows that I am a
Pedophile, and I think my best friend knows as well, I think my brother told
him, but he hasn't mentioned but I suspect he knows.  The way my family
reacted really surprised me, they were very calm about it, they didn't go off
on a fit over it or anything and I was fully expecting them to. I expected
my Dad to throw me out of the house and call the cops. My Mom expressed her
surprise, and told me that she would support me through it all. My Dad told
me that he didn't understand but he would be supportive as well. My
brother's reaction really surprised me when he said "Different strokes for
different folks, who gives a damn if your into kids sexually, hell I have a
half a chance of banging a 13 yr old I would too, and so would a lot of
other men!"  He's twenty yrs old and has a 2 yr old daughter. I told him
that I was interested not only in 13 yr olds but also between the ages of
8-13 he shrugged and it called a little strange to be interested in kids
that young, "but hey what the hell, that don't make you a bad person!" and
it ended like that... so I really don't have problem telling some people
about my position, but when it comes to parents who have kids in my interest
age range, I am very nervous about telling them about my sexual orientation,
and I don't want to be looked down upon and get hassled by the police. I
have my reservations, but also I am not completely in the closet about my
orientation either, my family knows and possibly my best friend, but other
than that it's pretty much a secret.

Anyways, off of that subject, and onto my favourite these days, Kristi.
Kristi just brought home her report card and got straight A's. I am so proud
of her! I took her and her mother out to dinner Friday night and a movie. I sat
there holding both of their hands. Kristie "made a move" on me during the
movie while her mother went to the bathroom by slipping her hand down in
between my legs. :) I feel that I am playing a game, but it's an enjoyable
game, a game I hope I don't lose. I got to babysit her last night and she is
getting braver and braver. She is now running around naked in front of me
and wants me to do the same. I am still struggling with this, I really am
and it's hard to "turn lose" and let myself do this. Penetration is
completely out of the question, hugging, cuddling, touching, fondling, and
kissing and tasting is absolutely in, but if I allow myself to be naked in
front of her, when will I stop? Will be able to stop?  We ended the night
with hugging, cuddling, fondling, and kissing and me tucking her into bed,
and kissing her goodnight minutes before her mother came in the door.

'Spike'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Brother Chubba' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hello compadre's!

Another great week for me (in some ways). The schools in my area
had half-term holidays, so the streets were filled with little
girls.  My friend who knows about me was with me on several
occasions when I had to stop in my tracks after seeing a
particularly beautiful girl.  He said I probably looked
forward to the school holidays, and is he ever right!! WOW!!

--

'Tsarevitch' wrote:
>Is there any truth to the numbers bandied about in the show 1+ million kids
>being shipped about?  Or is this another version of the Day Care/Satanic
>Cult Abuse myths?

I'm think it is probably like the satanic abuse myths, the
can't be any real evidence of something this widespread
without the police catching the perpetrators.

--

To 'Huio':

I agree that my hand has been a great companion over the years,
I don't know why we don't talk about our sexual frustrations
more, maybe it because we all know we have them, and know how
most of us deal with them, thus there are other things we can
talk about.  Of course when I am around Sarah, at times, I
feel rather aroused and wish I could carry over to my bed and
...well you can imagine (just not when alone, please give me
some privacy ;)  I also love being around Sarah simply as a
friend, and hugging her and what-not.  This and other little
girl interactions are not as fixed as the fact that (almost)
all of us want to have sex with little girls.  Maybe also,
some of us have illegal Child Porn stashes we use to relieve
ourselves, even though we don't like it, maybe nothing else
will work?  ;) Not that any of these people are me mind you!

--

'de buitenlander' wrote:
>Hey, you've got my sympathies there.  Don't be disappointed
>about "just" being accepted as a friend, though.  You're
>still in there.  How old is Sarah, by the way?  Have you got
>yourself involved with her playing the games?  Challenge her
>and get her to teach you.  As I see it, that way you get the
>best out of that dreadful invention.  You'll have her full
>attention again, I'll bet.  Anyway, have you asked her why
>she doesn't give you hugs any more?  You can make a great
>game out of that too if you can pout your bottom lip well
>enough to make her laugh.

Sarah is eight, and the Playstation (the dreadful invention)
is mine!  I bought it a couple of months back to Play
Final Fantasy.  I taught her to play Final Fantasy VII so I
suppose you could say this was self inflicted.  You know,
more I look at it, the more I feel it is nothing personal
its just 'cos she is only eight and a Playstation is rather
cool, I've gotta expect some competition even from a grey box!
I tried to ask her why she doesn't hug anymore, she acts
like there's no difference in how much she hugs me, then
spends the next five minutes hugging me.  I don't wanna be
forcing her to hug me, so I don't wanna ask her too much.

Oh, and now the topic has arisen, do any of you out there
who have played Final Fantasy VIII think the character Laguna
Loire was a bit of a girl lover.  He gave up the love of a
woman to go rescue a little girl who he thought was "so darn
cute," hmmmmmmm..... we're spreading!!

--

Oh and, 'de buitenlander', that was nice poetry, I don't
normally like that kind of stuff but that was really good.

--

'Spike', didn't you do something with another little girl you
know a few months back, or is that another Spike?  Either way
you're lookin' good!  Enjoy yourself and as always, be careful.

--

'Albert Ross', it seems you were lucky in who your friends are,
I also seem to have a mental block against actually saying "I
am a paedophile," so it's really hard for me to come out.  I
always feel that they're gonna reject me or assume the worst
about me and Sarah.  I wouldn't want anything bad to happen to
her.

--

Well, little else is going on, but if you can see the movie
"Three Kings" 'cos it is excellent, it even has a little Iraqi
girl who is so beautiful that I nearly choked on my popcorn!!
A very intelligent film with only a little of the whole "We're
America Aren't We Great" mentality that has swept Hollywood
in recent years.

Yours,

'Brother Chubba'
-------------------------------------------------------------





'Dalderious' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Now for another exciting edition of "'Dalderious'
Says". Even if you do not read what I write, you can
appreciate that it may help Ianthe put out a posting
sooner. :-)

'Ex Astris' wrote:
> Dear all,
>
> First off - thank you for just being here. It's
> always a boost to my week when I log on and am able
> to get to know myself through all of you.

Yes, I feel the same sometimes.

> Becky and I have been playing and having a lot of
> fun frequently. But just as frequent are her over-
> bearing jealous fits whenever I am there for the
> other kids. <snip> This makes me feel good, because
> I feel for the first time in my life I'm really
> starting to succeed at being good with kids.

Good, I had a similar experience, as I shall speak
further.

> All this went on, and I've still never said a thing
> other than to talk about the kids in my life with
> the parents out there I'm friends with.
> Oh, and I recently found out the woman who defended
> me (Amy) has a crush on me. She's a mother of three,

> which knowing my limits is too much responsibility
> for me. So we'll just have to remain friends.

Oh, come on, ask her out. Say "The Damn Paedophile
wants to take you *and your kids* out to dinner. It is
almost guaranteed that at least one of you will get a
kick out of it. <g>

--

'Huio' wrote:
> I feel like I am so different from you guys.

If we were all the same, do you know how uninteresting
the world would be?

>I enjoy looking at and dreaming about girls about
>10-13yrs old.

You need to go to a list for adult women! This list is
for *girl* lovers. <g> Ok, seriously, I love enjoying
the pretty view of girls of that age.

> What I find strange is that I become so tongue-tied
> or fearful when I am around girls. I can admire from
> a distance but up close I want to runaway. Is it
> infatuation, I don't know?

It's called being nervous. If you just try to befriend
a girl, and that is your intention, then it may be a
lot easier. If it is still hard, then start with girls
of friends that you know. You may feel more
comfortable and build confidence from there.

> You guys talk about girls in everyway - but I don't
> or I rarely see any words about the sexual
> frustrations and longings that I experience.

I like to keep these to myself, for many reasons. But
I do have them, as I am sure most people here do. You
are not different, just frustrated enough to talk
about it.

--

'de buitenlander' wrote:
>>'Dalderious' wrote:
>>
>>Over the weekend I spent a wonderful day at
>>someone's house.
>
> Sounds like you had a great time.  Keep going at it
> and enjoy it while you can, but as a point of
> discussion does it matter too much what the girl
> looks like?

Yes, it does.

When I know a girl, I see them through their bodies,
and what others might call "the ugliest creatures"
become beautiful beyond belief. However, until then,
I have a choice of many girls, and I like to choose
those that I find to be the most beautiful.

>  Surely it's the fact that you are around young
> girls and they want you around them.  If they're
> pretty (by whose definition??) then so much the
> better.

Very true.

>  Specifically, the 10 year old definitely needs some
> long-term attention!  Why don't you get talking to
> her and try to open up her heart.  If she needs a
> hug, just give her one and tell her why: that you
> think she needed it because she's so sad.

That may be a good idea, if the situation allows for
it.

Just the other day she sat next to me as I was working
on something, and no-one else was in the room. I should
let her bond more, I think she needs it.

> It also seems like you have a favourite in Sandy.
> She may be a bit jealous of all the attention
> everyone else is getting which is why you appear to
> be getting the cold shoulder from her, so give her
> some special time on her own.  My guess is that
> she'll respond.

My favourite is Sandy. However, that can easily
change. She is rather beautiful. Just the other day I
saw her after she got out of the bath. She was in a
nightgown that went past her knees. But even the part
of her that was covered, was noticeable as her
nightgown stuck to her body. Her cute face, beautiful
legs, wet hair, and general shape; I could hardly
contain myself. She only hung around a few minutes
though, but that was enough to implant an image of her
in my head.

What can happen now is, as I get to know the family
more, I will become closer to the kids. As I get
closer to them, they will reciprocate. And then, I can
choose a real favourite. Well, I won't *choose* one,
it will just happen by itself. It could very well be
that the eldest would be my favourite, and leave Sandy
second.

Sounds mean, doesn't it? Well, let me relate to you
what happened last I was there. The family graciously
invited me over for dinner, and I happily obliged. It
was great. I was able to say hello to everyone, and
hug the six year old time and time again. She liked me
so much, she sat on my lap for most of the meal. All
was great, and then it happened.. I realized that
they're all rather spoiled.

Let's start from the top. I need to get this off my
chest. The eldest daughter made sure to highlight
anytime anyone else was sanctioned. I mentioned this
to her, and she seemed uncomfortable and ignored me
when I said it. Yet she kept on teasing. The younger
boy wanted to sit next to me, but there were no open
seats. I had the eldest boy one one side, and the six
year old on the other (by the mother's setup). He
could not accept that so he cried in the next room.
The six year old was on my lap, so the younger boy
came back. As soon as he sat down the six year old
*had* to sit in the seat. Not only that, but when the
older boy sat on my lap, she got on and proceeded to
push him off. At that point I told her that she could
not do that, and I got up from the table. She followed
and tried again. I told her that if she would push
others off, I do not want her. She didn't believe me
and tried again. I repeated my statement and pushed
her away to show that I was serious. She ended up
crying to her father. The older boy is no angel
either. I've decided that I like the baby best! :)
He's the only one that doesn't complain, though he has
spit up on me more than once. :-)

And finally Sandy. I was staring at her at the
beginning of my visit. Near the end of the meal, I
glanced around the table. As my eyes passed her she
screamed, "Stop staring at me!". I was shocked. But I
ignored it, and the mother seemed to thing that it was
funny. I cannot figure her out. Though I decided that
I do not want to. Although the children are beautiful,
and they have beautiful friends, I cannot stand to be
near brats. I will have to be a bystander, and view
their beauty on occasion. I do not went to get close
to such ill-mannered children.

Sandy's father called me tonight to ask me a question.
When I called back, Sandy answered. She recognized my
voice and gave me an elongated "Hi". My heart went
with her. She can be so sweet, so cute, so beautiful.
It is as if she has a dual personality, and just
doesn't care.

On a better note. A little while ago the mother asked
me to take one of the boys (I forget which one) to
give him "Time-out" as they say. She went so far as to
try working out a time to drop him off. I mentioned
how I didn't have time, and she hasn't brought it up
again. If she does, then I will consider it. If I can
help any of those children learn manners, it is worth
it.

--

Then there is Rebbecah. I have seen her again. She was
taking her little sister somewhere. I smiled at her
many times, and she kept looking back at me and
smiling. I did not approach her, though I did talk out
loud about her. She is beginning to look like her
older sister. Very beautiful, but not the same girl I
knew since she was four. I long for her friendship. She
was probably one of the closest friends I've had. Yes,
she was very young, but I let her get very close to
me, and just the sight of her gave me the warmth that
only comes with being with loved friends. But now she
looks different, and there is a great gap in our
friendship. I am therefore *still* trying to find out
why she said those words to me, so I can close the
open wound, and finally forget about her.

Yes, forget about her. That is as the four year old
that I loved. But now I see her as a new person, to be
admired at a distance.

--

Finally, there is Sarah. If ever a paradox entered my
life, it came with her.

I always thought that I would love beautiful girls.
Sarah is not that beautiful, and even has a tinge of
ugliness.

I always thought that I could ignore my emotions. When
I am near Sarah, I am hit by a barrage of emotions
that lasts for days. Even when I am not near her, I am
much more attuned to my emotions. I hate it, but I
cannot help it anymore.

Just the other day I was by Sarah and she mentioned a
few words to me. She did it once before in a different
circumstance, but now she has done it again. Such
stinging words. When I went to sleep later, I cried
until tears were coming down my face. This girl can
cause me so much pain in just a few words. Problem is,
she never makes me feel truly happy. The bad times far
outweigh the good, and I've decided that I can no
longer take that.

Last week I decided to no longer see Sarah. I still
love her with every fiber of my being, but I cannot be
on such an emotional roller coaster, I just can't
handle it anymore. In order not to think of her I went
off my diet for this past week. Yes, a diet. I've been
trying to lose weight. Why? Because I wanted to.
However, even though I knew that I wanted to diet, I
still wasn't starting one. Then I realized that Sarah
was growing up, and at some point she would realize
that I love her. As not to disgust her, I started the
diet. Now, in order to keep her out of my head I need
to eat a lot. I do not know why, but it helps
tremendously. It is ironic that that which I started
for her, must go away with her.

Last time I tried staying away from her, I got a very
large headache which only went away when I saw her. I
am trying not to think about her, for a month, so I
won't go back.

Today, I inadvertently made a movement with my mouth.
I then recognized it as a move that Sarah does with
her mouth now and then. As soon as I did it, a picture
of Sarah doing it appeared in my mind. It is so hard
not to think of her.

I figure that this is a good choice anyway. I love her
so much that I am afraid it is becoming an obsession.

--

What bothers me so much is that I can name five people
that I let get close to me and most have hurt me. Two
are friends that I have not seen in a long while. The
other three are Sarah, Rebeccah, and a friend. Sarah
makes remarks without realizing how much they hurt me.
Rebeccah said those words to me when I was most
vulnerable to her, and my friend once screamed at me
which caused me not to speak to him for two months. In
his case, I made an attempt to stay friends, but not
get close to him any more.

How can I let people get close if the bad outweighs
the good? I just want someone to love. To be a conduit
for my emotions. But every time I get close I am burnt
badly. I am thinking of getting a dog. I am getting
tired of hugging my mattress and imagining a hug back
when I need someone to hold tight.

I have been pondering this for quite a while.

--

There has been talk of Alice Day appropriate
celebrations. I will make a suggestion that I doubt
any poster, button, flower, etc... campaign will do.
That on Alice day the many people in this list do one
of three things. 1) Write on a sheet of paper, "I am a
peadophile", or "I love little girls", and then
destroy the evidence. 2) Send such a proclamation to
this list. 3) Merely say the words in "I am a
peadophile", or "I love little girls". It can be in
private, but it must be loud enough to hear yourself.
If anyone has not done this yet, it is a wonderful
thing to do and would probably be the best way to
celebrate Alice Day.

After everyone does that, we will feel better and
stronger, and only than, IMHO, should we move any
further.

--

Now about us paedophiles being so smart. I will add in
my 'two pesos'....

I have been under the impression that people
appreciate two qualities in others. Beauty and Desire.
Children have beauty, Adults have Desire.

When one's desires overpowers him, Desire take
precedence. When one's intellect is great enough that
desires can be controlled, Beauty takes precedence.

I extrapolate on that point. But I will leave that up
to you, dear readers.

--

I must be off to bed. But before I go, I want to tell
everyone, I am a Paedophile and I love little girls.
Wow! It feels good to type that.

'Dalderious'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'DD' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'Huio' wrote:
>I feel like I am so different from you guys. I enjoy looking
>at and dreaming about girls about 10-13yrs old.
>I don't know? You guys talk about girls in everyway -
>but I don't or I rarely see any words about the sexual frustrations
>and longings that I experience.

Until recently I felt the same, 'Huio', - that I was alone in
the world and the only one with a predilection for LG's.

The way you write says it all about you, that you are a very
loving and caring guy, with a very deep sense of honesty and
decency and is a very moving and graphic description of the way
I think we all feel. You are obviously feeling that your in a
bad place right now, I feel for you and understand fully how
difficult it is for you, but your not alone so don't ever
think you are.

>So why do we pretend all is well?.

We don't pretend all is well, we just don't talk about it
in that way very much, maybe we should start too.

Your posting says it all about how I feel for my Laura and
could not put into words.

Talking of Laura, we slept together the other night, No - Not in
that way.  We fell asleep on the sofa whilst watching a movie
and having a hug.  I woke up feeling her warm sweet breath on
my neck and her bare butt squished against my hand.  I kissed
her on the cheek and she woke and hugged my neck and kissed
me full on the mouth. Phew !! time to make some coffee methinks,
where are you going? she says. Damn, she is stunning and I love
her so much.

But then:

--

'Spike' wrote:
>We ended up the night with her looking at my penis. It was incredible,
>also with a lot of kissing, hugging, cuddling, and fondling
>on my part.

Wow !!!

You Lucky Dog, Spike, but hey, be Careful.

'DD'
-----------------------------------------------------------------





'ageing fool' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Spike, this is ageing fool and I want to know about your little
escapades with little Kristi.  It sounds like you 2 had fun, you
need to give us more detail on how she felt towards seeing your
penis and if she loved being with you... tell me, were you the
one fondling your penis or were you fondling her?? And how is it
that you are allowed to babysit a 10 yr. old ??  And how is it
that she is that trustworthy that she won't say anything to her
parents?

'ageing fool'
-----------------------------------------------------------------





'Moomin' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'Albert Ross' wrote:
>'Moomin': I will try to make your poster idea real in my
>world, and paste it on as many walls I can reach - without
>getting arrested again.

Again? I don't like the sound of that, Al! Glad of your
support though. Looks like the ALICE DAY awareness
campaign is gathering momentum (apart from 'Tsarevitch's
reservations. Well, you have a point, but let's not
allow those nasties to spoil our April 25th).

--

'Albert Ross' also wrote:
>Anyway... these days I've been amusing myself by planning a
>book, to be called 'The Young Lady's Guide to Paedophiles'.

I wish I had thought of that! Why not make a web
version? Write it in a lg friendly style, with fun
illustrations. Of course, it would be the most notorious
and reviled feature-article in history, but I bet as
soon as news of it got out, it would be the subject of
endless gossip in playgrounds the length and breadth
of, well... planet Earth.

Take care,

'Moomin'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hey, I have an idea for Alice Day that I've already implemented. This
probably isn't feasible for most, but I'll tell you about it anyway. I
went into a place where I have access to computers one morning, went around
to all the computers, and activated scrolling-text screen savers that say
"Alice Day - Apr 25th - Celebrate it with the children you love." From the
responses I did get from it, all were positive. Of course, I okayed it
prior to implementing it, which is very important. And yes, I did have a
lot of questions to answer as to what Alice Day is. I of course did not
use the 'P' word, but simply explained the historic reference behind it
and that it is intended to recognize the significance of building strong,
loving relationships with the children in your life.

--

On to other news; another great weekend playing with the kids! Someone was
moving out of the complex Saturday and his son had a puppy with him. Note:
since there are no pets allowed in the complex, this is a rare treat for the
kids. So we were all out playing with it, and my mother got some pictures of
me with the kids. Desiree actually came in my apartment for the first time,
and on her own initiative which is nice. I had a 15yr old friend over named
Royce, so she snuggled up in my lap for the better part of a half hour as
Royce and I played a video game. Mom got a pic of that cute moment also ;)

Then I gave her a ride around the complex, then of course gave Becky a
turn on my shoulders. By the end of the day, I sure felt sore, but it
was worth it. Desiree just seems to be getting more and more affectionate
as time goes along, which I really love. She's always wanting to be picked
up now as soon as she sees me coming home from work. Then she just wraps her
arms around me and lays her head on my shoulder.

--

To 'Humbert 2': The person you reported on has a very interesting situation,
and I might add, a very fortunate one with his friends' mother, the wife and
community. I'm glad things have worked out for him as well as they have. I
too feel as you do regarding avoiding the potential pitfalls of an intimate
relationship. Even though it's been difficult at times, I feel it's for the
best. After all, if it doesn't go sexual-touch, you don't have to ever worry
about negative consequences (excluding false allegations). But if you do take
it there, the danger of discovery looms constantly overhead. That's stress I'm
not all too sure I want to handle. That, and I want to avoid doing anything
that would have the great potential of making her feel guilty and 'dirty' as
a result.

--

It looks like you've 'found your 15 minutes', Mneme ;) I'm glad you've had
such a popular welcome. I just hope you don't feel overwhelmed. 'Stick with
the program', my friend. You could make a difference.

'Ex Astris'
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

March 9th 2000

_Appeals court overturns child porn conviction_

A university lecturer sacked after being found guilty over
indecent images of children has been cleared on appeal.

Anthony Atkins, a respected English literature specialist
at The University of Bristol, was found guilty at a
magistrates court on ten counts of possessing indecent
images downloaded from the Internet. Investigating
officers had found 900 pornographic images in his Web
browser "cache", mostly of adults, of which he was
unaware. The images were first discovered by a colleague
who alerted the university authorities. It was said that
174 of the images "concerned children". Atkins was
ordered to pay fines and costs totalling 3,350 [$5,300]
and have his name entered on the Sex Offenders Register.

Defence barrister Helen Malcolm said Atkins had a
sociological interest in childhood development and
sexuality. He had studied book history and film production
and the Internet was an extension of his interests.
Atkins submitted in evidence that he was researching the
sociology of special groups.

The magistrate said Cambridge graduate Atkins - who had
won scholarships to America and had also worked at Reading
University - was of exemplary character and an academic
of "enormous stature". Atkins, who has written noted works
on D.H. Lawrence and Peter Pan author J.M. Barrie,
maintained that the material he was viewing on the Web
would have assisted with his research.

Lord Justice Simon Brown, sitting with Mr Justice Blofeld,
yesterday allowed his appeal against his convictions in May.

Laying down guidelines for future cases, Lord Justice Brown
said: "The central question where the defence is legitimate
research will be whether the defendant is essentially a
person of unhealthy interest in possession of indecent
photographs in the pretence of undertaking research, or by
contrast a genuine researcher who has no alternative but to
have this sort of unpleasant material in his possession."

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Censorship
------------------------------------------------------------

_Child Pornography or Innocent Photography?_

_Family Members Charged for Nude Snapshots of Girls_

March 7th 2000

OBERLIN, Ohio -- Since her "miracle" daughter was born
eight years ago after several miscarriages, friends
say Cynthia Stewart followed her everywhere with a
camera, taking thousands of photographs for family albums.
Last summer, a roll of film containing several shots of
Stewart's daughter in the bathtub were seized by employees
at a photo lab who decided they were "pornographic" and
turned them over to police.

Today Stewart, 48, faces criminal child-endangerment
charges, and whether the family needs state supervision is
the subject of a parallel court case.

Hundreds of miles away, a 65-year-old New Jersey
grandmother was arrested earlier this month on similar
charges -- for taking nude photographs of her young
granddaughters.

_'Crossed the line of decency'_

The two cases illustrate the gaping divide between what
some consider innocent baby-on-the-bearskin-rug snapshots
and others see as child pornography.

Law enforcement officials in both states said the two women
"crossed the line of decency" by making images of young
girls in what they called provocative poses.

Supporters argue the women are serious photographers and
are being persecuted by a system paranoid about sexual
exploitation. They say the charges are the result of
overzealous prosecution of ambiguous pornography laws that
have created a climate in which all parents are potential
pedophiles.

"It's the witch hunt of the 21st century," said Amy Wirtz,
a lawyer representing Stewart, whose photos included
pictures of her 8-year-old daughter in the bath. "They
persecute parents out of fear of pedophiles."

Marian Rubin, a veteran school social worker and
professional photographer who lives in Montclair, N.J., was
arrested after images of her granddaughters, ages 4 and 6,
were given to police by employees of a photo lab.

_Innocent parents may be prosecuted_

A spokeswoman for the Essex County Prosecutor's Office
would not comment on the Rubin case because it is before a
grand jury, but she said the photographs met the statute
for prosecution because they "depicted nudity for sexual
gratification."

The two cases illustrate an American paradox, say parents'
rights supporters and civil liberties groups -- a culture
that sexualizes youth and at the same time is so fearful
about child pornography and child abuse that innocent
parents are persecuted.

"They are completely harmless, and not obscene or in any
way provocative," said Lynn Powell, a friend of Stewart's
who has seen the photographs and testified on her behalf.
"Only someone with the most contaminated imagination could
construe these as pornographic."

Stewart, a school bus driver, was charged with illegal use
of a child in nudity-oriented material and pandering
sexually explicit material. She is scheduled for trial on
the criminal charges in May, but a separate case over
whether the family needs state supervision currently is
being appealed. A magistrate ruled earlier this month in
favor of prosecutors who argued that the family needed
state supervision.

_Described as loving mother_

But friends of Stewart's, who have raised $30,000 for her
defense and held several rallies to show the town's
support, describe her as a loving mother and active amateur
photographer whose goal was to capture images of her only
daughter growing up.

They say the controversial photos, most of which show the
girl from the waist up rinsing herself with a showerhead,
innocently document the stages of taking a bath.

Stephen Kobasa, who has known Stewart for several decades
and sent a contribution to her defense fund, said, "To
think something of beauty would be some tawdry exercise in
pornography is extremely unnerving."

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Ohio filed a
friend-of-the-court brief on Stewart's behalf attacking the
state law used to prosecute her as "so vague and overbroad"
that it puts all Ohio parents who take innocent photos of
their children at risk.

"What prosecutors in Lorain have done is to pass judgment
on a family and prosecute them under laws that are meant to
protect children -- not destroy families -- for photos
that, when viewed objectively, are not sexual in any way,"
said Christine Link, executive director of the ACLU of
Ohio.

_Ads said to sexualize youngsters_

Since December, contributions to Stewart's defense fund
flowed in from around the world after a supportive article
appeared in *The Nation* blaming the media and overzealous
law enforcement officials for creating the hysteria.
"There is a gradual building of panic about sex," said
Katha Pollitt, a columnist for *The Nation*, who wrote in
support of Stewart, a longtime friend. She pointed to the
child-care scandals of the 1980s as contributing to the
rising climate of fear about child sexual abuse.

But Pollit said she finds it ironic that society sexualizes
children at younger ages while at the same time trying to
impose increasingly strict moral codes.

"We have ads with children posing in gold lame bikinis --
at the same time, we are demonizing the taking of pictures
of children," she said.

_'Vague' statutes being misapplied_

Raymond Vasvari, legal director of the ACLU of Ohio, said
such decisions are driven by societal fears and can have
damaging consequences for innocent people.

"It's a fear of prurience and uneasiness about child
sexuality and nudity coupled with an ever-vigilant state
prying into our personal lives," he said.

Vasvari said the Stewart case is an example of "vague"
statutes being misapplied by zealous prosecutors.

"Politically minded prosecutors take the ball and run," he
said. "They won't show the pictures to the public, and [the
prosecutor] gets to characterize them as pornography and no
one can call him on it. So you have the additional mystery
of the pictures coupled with the public's tendency to
believe the worst."

_Family traumatized by charges_

The Lorain County Prosecutor's Office did not return phone
calls seeking comment.

Attorney David Ruhnke -- who successfully defended a New
Jersey father, Ejlat Feuer, charged in a similar 1994
pornography case -- said even if these current cases do not
go to trial, the damage to the families already has been
done. Charges eventually were dropped against Feuer, a
photographer from Bernardsville, but Feuer and his family
were seriously traumatized by the ordeal, Ruhnke said.

"If someone sees something [and] views it as a problem, he
tells cops, who go to prosecutors. The cops say we'll
arrest everybody and then it's the court's problem. But it
ruins lives and separates families," he said. "They say,
'Let's find out what going on here,' and it's usually
nothing."

------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Mihalko case a mistrial after jury deadlocks 6-6_

March 7th 2000

The jury heard from dozens of witnesses in a week's worth
of testimony and viewed almost as many photographs and
letters. The judge read them the definitions of "indecent
assault" and "corrupting the morals of a minor" a total of
three times. They were holed up in a jury room on the third
floor of the Allegheny County Courthouse for seven hours.

But the jurors decided late yesterday afternoon that they
would never be able to agree on what really happened in
Room 206 of University Park Elementary School -- the
fourth-grade classroom of accused Gateway School District
teacher Larry Mihalko.

"We are hopelessly deadlocked," the forewoman told
Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Lawrence O'Toole, who
then declared a mistrial. The six-woman, six-man jury
indicated in a note to the judge that six people wanted
Mihalko acquitted and six believed he was guilty.

"He's obviously very disappointed," said attorney Phil
Ignelzi of his client, who refused to comment after the
proceedings.

This morning, Assistant District Attorney Angharad G.
Stock will ask for a new trial. Ignelzi said he hoped the
jurors' insistence that they could never reach an agreement
"would be taken into consideration" in the judge's decision.

Jurors would not comment after the trial yesterday and
quickly left the courthouse.

Mihalko was charged in April with three counts each of
indecent assault and corruption of minors.

He was accused by three girls -- two now in fifth grade
and one in sixth grade -- who said he put them on his lap
and touched them on their breasts, genital areas and inner
thighs when they were in his fourth-grade class at
University Park.

The three girls missed school last week to testify at the
trial.

Mihalko's supporters, most of them wearing green ribbons,
also appeared each day of the trial. The group has its own
Web site, www.larrymihalko.com, and has held bake sales and
other events to raise money for his defense.

The mother of one of the girls testified that taunts from
other pupils and the behavior of teachers and neighbors
prompted her daughter to miss several days of school after
Mihalko was removed from his classroom in April.

He hasn't returned. Mihalko, who lives in Plum, was put on
leave without pay in May. His support group has provided
dinners and other assistance to Mihalko, his wife, Phyllis,
and his two daughters, who are juniors in high school and
college.

Mihalko's attorneys called to the stand a string of
character witnesses -- teachers, former students and
parents and his wife and daughters -- who testified that
the 54-year-old veteran teacher was a man of impeccable
honesty and morality.

The defense portrayed the girls as liars and accused the
girls' parents of planning a civil lawsuit to win money
from Mihalko. The two younger girls were angry, the defense
said, because Mihalko gave the class 52 math homework
problems one day when he thought the pupils weren't doing
their best work.

At least one of the girls admitted that she told Mihalko,
"I can get you fired," and threatened to put poison in his
thermos bottle. She testified she was "joking."

The girls said that Mihalko would touch them, in some cases
under their clothing, during movies when the lights were
out or at other times during class. His desk was in the
back of the classroom and the children faced forward. But
Ignelzi pointed out several inconsistencies in the girls'
statements to detectives, to psychiatrists and in the
courtroom.

For instance, one girl told a psychiatrist that Mihalko
touched her on top of her clothes; yet she told the jury
that he unzipped her pants and touched her vagina. Another
girl admitted to friends and neighbors last year that she
hadn't been molested by Mihalko.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Sex laws: Supreme Court
------------------------------------------------------------

_State Supreme Court hears challenge to 'statutory rape' law_

March 8th 2000

The state Supreme Court was asked to throw out
Pennsylvania's 5-year-old statutory rape law, with
opponents arguing it allows different sentences for two
adults charged with the same crime against the same child.

Thomas L. Albert, now 43, is serving a five- to 10-year
prison sentence for having sex with a 12-year-old girl in
1996 in the Pittsburgh area. He challenged the age
provisions of the law even though they did not apply to him.
 Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey A. Manning
ruled in 1998 that the law was unconstitutional and threw
out four statutory rape convictions among Albert's 10
convictions.

The case went straight to the state Supreme Court,
bypassing the Superior Court because it involved a
challenge to the state constitution. The high court heard
the appeal in Pittsburgh yesterday, and justices did not
say when they would rule.

In 1995, the state Legislature established new age ranges
for statutory rape.

With any younger partner younger than 13, a statutory rape
charge automatically applies because the Legislature
determined that is too young to consent to sex.

Thirteen-, 14- and 15-year-olds can consent to sex as long
as their partner is no more than four years older than they
are. If the difference is more than four years, a statutory
rape charge automatically applies.

Statutory rape charges do not apply to sex involving
anyone older than 16 years of age.

The age ranges mean that someone who is just short of 19
years, 6 months could have sex legally with a girl who is
15 years, 6 months.

"But someone who is 19 3/4 years old goes straight to jail
for having sex with the same girl," said Robert E. Stewart,
Albert's attorney.

Manning ruled that the law treated "similarly situated"
people differently. Prosecutors appealed to the state
Supreme Court.

Justices yesterday acknowledged that the new law reflected
changing morals.

"There is far more sex going on between 16-year-old boys
and 13-year-old girls than there is between 21-year-old men
and 15-year-old girls," Justice Russell Nigro said.

Manning issued a similar ruling in another case last
month, when he dismissed four of the charges against a
Steubenville, Ohio, juvenile counselor who was accused of
seducing a 14-year-old.

Two other charges remain against Brian D. Phillips, who
remains in the Allegheny County Jail, where he has been
since his arrest in January 1999.

Common Pleas Judge John A. Zottola, who is handling
Heard's case, granted a delay to give himself time to
review Manning's earlier opinion.

------------------------------------------------------------




Canada: Censorship: Supreme Court
------------------------------------------------------------

March 10th 2000

_Little Sister takes on Big Brother_

A David and Goliath fight between a tiny bookstore in
Vancouver and the federal Government will enter its final
round next week when they appear in the Supreme Court of
Canada.

The dispute over state censorship began 14 years ago. In
the early part of the struggle, the Little Sister's Book
and Art Emporium was bombed three times. The political
atmosphere today is much calmer. The store is considered
an important part of the vibrant lesbian & gay community
and includes mainstream readers among its customers.

But the legal struggle never stopped.

The shop has been trying since the late 1980s to get judges
to stop Canada Customs barring many of the publications it
orders from abroad at the border. Among its legal arguments
was a claim that Customs practised discrimination by
banning books such as The Joy of Gay Sex even though
sections deemed obscene also appeared in the uncensored
bestseller The Joy of Sex.

The bookstore won a partial legal victory in 1994 when the
British Columbia Supreme Court ordered Customs to stop its
inconsistent and arbitrary seizures of Little Sister's
shipments.

"A statutory scheme which imperils the distribution of
morally unimpeachable material cannot be justified by the
lame excuse that obscenity was the real target," said one
of the presiding judges.

But that was part of the dissenting opinion. In the same
ruling, the court recognised the right of Customs to ban
any books at the border, including material bound for Little
Sister's.

The bookstore makes its last stand before the Supreme Court
on March 16. It will argue that Customs lacks the ability
to determine what is truly obscene.

A list [ http://www3.sympatico.ca/toshiya.k.ncl/banned/list.htm ]
of material seized by Canadian Customs officers includes books
by acclaimed authors like Jeanette Winterson, Bell Hooks, Peter
Ackroyd, Christopher Isherwood, Pasolini, Eve Sedgwick, Allen
Ginsberg's Kaddish, Marguerite Duras, Quentin Crisp, Edmund
White, Alan Hollinghurst, Tennessee Williams, and Mario Varga
Llosa.

"We believe that Canadians can be trusted to make up their
own minds about what they choose to read," said Little
Sister's manager Janine Fuller.

"We are confident that finally Canada will join the rest of
the free world by getting rid of this antiquated censorship
law."

A decision is not expected for several months.

------------------------------------------------------------




New Zealand: Children's civil liberties
------------------------------------------------------------

_Child Fingerprinting Proposed_

Children as young as 10 may be fingerprinted if a
new bill proposed by the Minister of Police, George
Hawkins, becomes law.

The initiative is one of several in a speech to Auckland's
Asian community.

Hawkins says he wants to introduce a law later this year,
or early next year, which allows the fingerprinting of
young people aged 10 years or above.

But a member of Children's Agenda, Maureen Southwick,
said it could have the effect of branding children as
criminals at a very young age, even if they are not
charged with a crime.

And the chairwoman of the Council for Civil Liberties,
Margaret Lewis, says such a law would probably breach
the Bill of Rights, and might do more harm than good.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Security: Internet Anonymity
------------------------------------------------------------

10th March 2000

_DoJ report slammed by civil liberties groups_

A report released by the US Department of Justice on
Thursday received a drubbing from cyber rights advocates
and a congressional leader. Called _The Electronic
Frontier: The Challenge of Unlawful Conduct Involving the
Use of the Internet_, the report blamed certain cyber
rights laws for placing unnecessary hurdles in the path of
law enforcement.

The American Civil Liberties Union lambasted the report for
calling anonymity on the Web a "thorny issue" and
advocating greater powers for law enforcement to wiretap
Internet sessions to facilitate eavesdropping during a
criminal investigation.

Gregory T. Nojeim, a legislative counsel with the ACLU's
national office in Washington, said some legal protections
might indeed be outdated, but took issue with the report's
reference to privacy and anonymity as a "thorny issue."

"Anonymity on the Internet is not a 'thorny issue'; it is a
constitutional right," Nojeim said. "Law enforcement and
national security agencies want to outlaw the digital
equivalent of pen names."

The Privacy Protection Act of 1980 protects the freedom of
American journalists, scholars and writers to publish freely
by prohibiting all law enforcement agencies from searching
for or seizing "any work product materials" or any related
"documentary materials... possessed by a person... with a
purpose to disseminate to the public a newspaper, book,
broadcast, or other similar form of public communication,"
[42 U.S.C. SS 2000aa].

A 1995 Supreme Court decision, McIntyre v. Ohio Elections
Commission, upheld a right to anonymous political speech.

The DoJ committee's report report states "With the advent
of the Internet and widespread computer use, almost any computer
can be used to 'publish' material. As a result, the [Privacy
Protection Act of 1980 (PPA)] may now apply to almost any
search of any computer," the committee's report laments.

Under those circumstances, the Feds would be forced to find
some "black box" or technique to copy only those portions of
a suspect journalist's hard disk which might pertain to a
crime, and do it without interrupting the work in progress;
or, failing that, rely on the suspect himself to turn over
the relevant files.

It's an impossible technical challenge, as the Feds must not
seize, or even examine, data meant for publication and its
supporting, documentary information such as notes,
transcripts and related research materials.

"Features of the Internet that make it different from prior
technologies may justify the need for changes in laws and
procedures that govern the detection and investigation of
computer crimes," the committee's report notes ominously.

The report's current text offers no factual or even any
statistical basis for any of its claims.

The committee's report, "The Electronic Frontier: The
Challenge of Unlawful Conduct Involving the Use of the
Internet" is due to be released in final form this week.

--

The ACLU letter follows...

March 8, 2000

Janet Reno, Attorney General
U. S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington DC
20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Reno:

The report entitled "The Electronic Frontier: the Challenge
of Unlawful Conduct Involving the Use of the Internet" (by the
President's Working Group on Unlawful Conduct On the
Internet) raises a number of civil liberties concerns.  We
urge you to reject a number of the report's recommendations
and to clarify others.

* Anonymity on the Internet is not a thorny issue; it is a
Constitutional right.  The United States Supreme Court held
that the Constitution grants citizens the right to speak
anonymously.  (See McIntyre v.  Ohio Elections Commission,
514 U.S. 334 (1995).)  However, the report treats the
anonymity of Internet users as a "thorny issue," rather than
a constitutional right.  Indeed, the report suggests that
the identity of individuals along the "Information
Superhighway" should be stripped away to deal with purported
problems with the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984
and various telephone harassment statutes.  An end to
Internet anonymity would chill free expression in cyberspace
and strip away one of the key structural privacy protections
enjoyed by Internet users.

* The distinctions between the protections afforded
electronic communications as opposed to voice communications
should be resolved in favor of privacy.  The report raises
concerns about the Electronic Communications Privacy Act
(ECPA) because it treats "wire and electronic communications
inconsistently."  The report advocates a "least common
denominator" approach to these inconsistencies.  Whatever
protects privacy least would become the rule for both types
of communications.  Specifically, the report suggests that
phone calls and Internet communications, as well as
"[e]-mail, voice mail, user access logs, and remotely stored
files" should be treated with an equally low level of
privacy protection to resolve "deficiencies in the rules for
government access to customer records, especially with
respect to access by civil and regulatory agencies."  When
ECPA was enacted, it was well known that the statute treated
wire and electronic communications differently.
Furthermore, we should note that ECPA's standards for voice
communications do a number of things: (I) incorporate a
Constitutionally mandated standard that the government show
probable cause before it can conduct a search, (II) allow
for wiretapping only for more serious crimes; (III) apply a
statutory exclusionary rule for illegally intercepted
conversations and (IV) require approval by high-ranking
Justice Department officials.  With the exception of
probable cause, these privacy protections do not cover
interception of the content of electronic communications;
the report seems to suggest that they be done away with for
voice communications as well.  Furthermore, the report seems
to ignore real-life differences between wire and electronic
communications, as well as voice and non-voice data.  It is
important that any proposed standard should continue to take
these distinctions into consideration, while continuing to
follow Constitutional probable cause requirements.

* The standards for issuing pen register orders, as well as
for issuing trap and trace device orders, should be raised.
Currently, law enforcement agents need only overcome minimal
obstacles to obtain pen register orders, as well as
authorization to use trap and trace devices.  However, the
report criticizes these standards, claiming that "advances
in telecommunications technology have made the language of
the statute obsolete."  We are troubled by the possibility
that attempts to "update" current statutes will, in fact,
expand the government's power to surreptitiously intercept
even more personal electronic communications under the
minimal standards for pen registers and trap and trace
devices.  Currently, all law enforcement must do to secure a
trap and trace or pen register order from a federal judge is
assert in writing that information relevant to an ongoing
investigation is likely to be obtained.  The judge to whom
the application is made must approve the application, even
if he disagrees with the assertions of law enforcement.

* Similarly, we are concerned by the report's suggestions
that the government should have greater powers in using trap
and trace devices.  In making this recommendation, the
report provides few specifics as to what sort of information
the government would then be able to collect.  An expansion
of these powers might allow law enforcement agents to access
a variety of data, including dialup numbers, Internet
Protocol (IP) addresses, electronic mail logs, uploaded
files, and so on.  Indeed, the vagaries of this plan might
allow the identification and tracking of virtually anyone
who uses the World Wide Web, without a court order.  Proper
measures must be taken to avoid opening this digital
Pandora's Box.

* The report finds fault with current laws that protect
First-Amendment-protected activities.  The document raises
particular concerns about statutes such as the Privacy
Protection Act of 1980, which safeguards information that
has been gathered and produced by reporters (including their
work-product materials).  This was enacted in recognition of
the fact that "the free flow of information to the public
protected by the free-press guarantee would be severely
curtailed if no protection whatever were afforded to the
process by which news is assembled and disseminated."  In
particular, the report seems to suggest that the Act's
protections should be retained for innocent third parties,
but should be withdrawn for people who create "drafts" of
what they will ultimately use to commit a crime.  In
addition, the report seems to suggest that these laws should
be altered, perhaps allowing government access to virtually
all computers, because "almost any computer can be used to
'publish' material."  This might violate numerous legal
precedents, including several Supreme Court decisions which,
among other things, (I) recognize the power of Congress to
enact laws to prevent the unnecessary disclosure of such
information and (II) protect reporters in a variety of
special circumstances, such as when subpoena powers have
been abused.  (See Branzburg v.  Hayes, 408 U.S. 665, 706
(1972); University of Pennsylvania v.  Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, 493 U.S. 182, 201 & n. 8 (1990)).

Indeed, the High Court has stated that when "the materials
sought to be seized may be protected by the First Amendment,
the requirements of the Fourth Amendment must be applied
with 'scrupulous exactitude'", meaning the government must
show probable cause and get a warrant.  (See Zurcher v.
The Stanford Daily, 436 U.S. 547, 564 (1978), citing
Stanford v.  Texas, 379 U.S. 476, 485 (1965).)

Congress went a step further toward protecting this aspect
of free speech when it enacted the Privacy Protection Act.
To diminish these protections would be a terrible blow to
the First Amendment.

* The report contains virtually no statistics on the extent
of computer-related crime, or whether such activity poses a
truly significant threat to our nation.  Instead, the report
merely mentions several anecdotes on how a few individuals
have used the computers to commit crimes.  Such statistics
should be disclosed before any statutory changes are even
considered.

* The report provides few specifics as to how current
systems could be better protected through the use of various
promising technologies (including encryption).  This comes
despite the fact that the report contains a myriad of
finely-detailed suggestions about current privacy-protection
laws, and how they should be changed to satisfy the asserted
needs of law enforcement.  The government should give proper
regard to these new privacy-enhancing technologies to
protect everyone from possible cybercrimes.  We would
appreciate a response to this letter as soon as possible.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Barry Steinhardt, Associate Director
Laura W. Murphy Director, Washington National Office
Gregory T. Nojeim, Legislative Counsel

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Security: Privacy
------------------------------------------------------------

08th March 2000

_Telco caught sending users' phone numbers to Web sites_

US telco Sprint PCS was exposed this week for breaking the
unwritten rules of Net privacy. According to a report in
the _San Francisco Chronicle_, when users of Sprint's new
wireless data service call up a Web site, their cellphone
numbers are embedded in the http requests.

This allows Web sites to work out the identities of Sprint
visitors or at least track individuals' use of their sites.

Sprint spokesman Tom Murphy also told the _Chronicle_ that
the inclusion of cellphone numbers in Web page requests is
noted in the wireless data service's contract. Fair point,
but who reads every word of the small print? And that goes
double when said contract is a 6000-word document.

The reason Sprint's wireless data phones send users'
cellphone numbers is that the Phone.com browser built
into them, which breaks sites' HTML pages down into something
that can be viewed on a mobile phone screen, works by sending
a unique ID code to the server.

Possibly, but why not then scramble the number in such a
way that the result remains unique but doesn't provide Web
sites with a number their representatives can call? That's
what Bell Atlantic, which also uses Phone.com's browser,
claims to do. And AirTouch said it gets the browser to send
out a random number and ignores phone numbers altogether.

Clearly sending out phone numbers isn't necessary, so why
continue to do so? Sprint didn't say whether it would adopt
either the scrambling or random number approach, so we can
only assume it wants Web sites - and possibly the Feds -
to be able to track users of its service.

------------------------------------------------------------




Security: Privacy: Hoax
------------------------------------------------------------

7th March 2000

_Aureate "spy" hoax exposed_

The Web has been alive this past week with rumours of a
trojan virus secretly installed by Aureate Media and which
enables the company to track users' on-line activities.

Aureate software, we are told, collects hard drive
information, tracks the pages where users surf, records
their downloads, and steals and even modifies system
registry information.

Worse, the files secretly installed by Aureate are said to
be associated with such popular shareware applications as
GetRight, Go!Zilla and CuteFTP, used by millions of
Netizens.

But late this week the anti-virus outfit Network Associates
announced the results of their own preliminary research
into Aureate. They conclude that the Aureate spy trojan is
a hoax [ http://vil.nai.com/vil/ve98516.asp ]

------------------------------------------------------------




UK: Security: Editorial
------------------------------------------------------------

_Financial Times_

Editorial comment: _Spies in the web_

6th Mar 2000

Big Brother only had television cameras to spy into our
living rooms.  Today's governments have computers, with
power far beyond anything imagined by George Orwell in his
chilling novel 1984.

But to make best use of their surveillance of internet data,
they need to have the keys to the encryption systems now
routinely used to defend privacy.  Yesterday Jack Straw
introduced a bill in Britain's House of (Commons that would
give the authorities more intrusive powers than in any other
western democracy.

The home secretary claimed the new powers would be used
mainly to track down serious criminals.  Maybe.  But as now
drafted the legislation would enable the authorities to
collect huge amounts of data on ordinary citizens.  It could
load costs on industry and frustrate the use of the internet
for commercial applications that require secure
communications.

Among the most objectionable parts of this bill are those
which require internet service providers (ISPs) to become
party to secret surveillance of their customers.  This is a
large extension of the present system that allows the home
secretary to order telephone companies to tap individual
phone lines.

ISPs would be required to invest in new equipment
specifically to siphon off internet traffic into government
computers.  They would also be required to provide the
authorities with detailed traffic analysis.  This could
include every e-mail address and internet site to which an
individual had connected, possibly including any passwords.

Such surveillance may be targeted on named individuals.  But
the home secretary would have the authority to call in great
swathes of more general data for police investigation.

These provisions, together with a presumption of guilt if
anyone failed to give up an encryption key when legitimately
asked, potentially give the authorities enormous additional
powers.  Clearly the police need the ability to tap phones
in serious cases.  And the convergence of telephony and the
internet makes it inevitable that the authority will be
extended to data communications.  But the law needs to be
more tightly drawn, particularly in regard to encryption.

Serious crooks will find other ways of keeping their
secrets.  But internet commerce will only flourish if all
parties are confident of security.  The idea that internet
providers should fill police computers with credit card
details, bank statements and commercial contracts may be far
from Mr Straw's intention.  But this bill makes it possible.
He must think again.

------------------------------------------------------------




Research: Censorship: Filtering Software
------------------------------------------------------------

_Censorware - Exposed Again_

9th March 2000

If you buy software to filter smut from the eyes of
Web-savvy children, you might expect it to catch a few
innocent sites in its electronic net.

But you may be surprised if over half of those sites being
blocked are on the list for no good reason.

That's what anti-"censorware" organization Peacefire
[http://www.peacefire.org] says it proved when it decrypted
a list of the thousands of sites blocked by Symantec's
I-Gear [http://www.symantec.com/sabu/igear/], Internet-filtering
software.

"It shows how far people are willing to go in censoring
people under 18 without applying critical examination of
the tools," said Bennett Haselton, 21, who founded
Peacefire in 1996 to promote "free access for the Net
generation."

Since then, Peacefire has frequently made a point of poking
holes in the strategy of filtering Net content from
youthful eyes in homes, libraries, and schools.

"If [Symantec] hadn't taken time to pay an intern $10 for
an hour's time to do what I did, it means they didn't care
enough to take the time to improve their product," Haselton
said.

What Haselton did was develop a software utility that could
decrypt the list of Web addresses blocked by I-Gear. Using
the software himself, Haselton examined the first 50
addresses blocked in the category of sites ending in the
.edu domain.

Ostensibly blocked by I-Gear under "pornography," Haselton
said the majority of the blocked sites didn't begin to fit
the description.

An overall analysis [http://www.peacefire.org/censorware/I-Gear
/igear-blocked-edu.html] of the blocked sites produced a
76 percent error rate for I-Gear, Haselton said.

These sites included a student site
[http://www.ai.mit.edu/people/spraxlo/R/superModels.html]
showing an experiment in which the face of model Cindy
Crawford morphed into the face of Claudia Schiffer, and
parts four and six of Gibbon's academic analysis of the
decline and fall of the Roman Empire
[http://ccel.wheaton.edu/gibbon/decline/decline4.txt]

[Ianthe's note: a text now credited with having a major effect
on 19th Christian belief because it details the deranged
activities of the early Christian fathers and sects.  Several
filtering software companies have been shown to have links
to evangelical Christian groups.]

Peacefire deemed such sites "obvious errors," but also
included in its evaluation "marginal errors." Such sites
included a satirical look at growing up
[http://www.amherst.edu/~mcspinks/ibft/ibft013.txt],
entitled "How To Get By When You're Just As Dumb As
Everyone Else, But Uglier." The site contained "some
profanity," Peacefire said, but was not "pornographic" as
categorized by I-Gear.

Another blocked page included a lengthy text written
entirely in Latin.

------------------------------------------------------------




Research: Effects of the Internet on children
------------------------------------------------------------

March 2000

_Internet boosts children's interest in reading_

THE internet is reviving reading among schoolchildren,
new research has shown. The report by the Book
Trust, a charity that promotes reading, shows that
children, especially girls, still prefer traditional books.
A third of children regularly read books on the internet,
but 62 percent of girls and 31 percent of boys prefer a
printed format.

"We find that the internet gives children an area of
interest, then they start looking for the books," said
Doug McAvoy, general secretary of the National Union of
Teachers.

A spokesman for the trust said: "The internet, publicity
given to books such as the Harry Potter series, and bigger,
better book stores have a cumulative effect in encouraging
children to read."

One school combining books and the internet to increase
reading skills is Stokes Church of England primary in
Blaby, Leicestershire. The school, whose pupils are on
average two years ahead of their reading ages, has 15
computers.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: Media: Bigotry
------------------------------------------------------------

_Dr. Laura Schlessinger's on-air campaigns are beginning
to make some people wonder about her methods and motives._


_Dr. Laura, heal thyself_

SAN FRANCISCO, March 8 --  Twenty million listeners are
accustomed to hearing the refrain on the radio: "I'm Dr.
Laura Schlessinger." While many assume that she's a
licensed physician or psychologist, her doctorate is
actually in physiology. What's most unfortunate is that
Schlessinger uses her enormous media power to violate a key
precept of health care: First, do no harm.

Dr. Laura does a lot of harm. Sitting at a powerful
microphone, she spews abuse at those who live outside
the circle she has drawn around humanity. Being gay is
"a biological error," Schlessinger proclaims.

Many of the people listening are youngsters. The
other day, I heard a 10-year-old caller on Schlessinger's
program, deferentially seeking advice. He got plenty of it,
like everyone else within earshot.

_BULLY OR COUNSELOR?_

Children are particularly vulnerable to this
inflated radio icon, who often sounds much more like a
verbal bully than a counselor. They're unlikely to
understand that she's on the national airwaves not because
of wisdom or compassion or scientific knowledge, but
because "Dr. Laura" is show biz - and big bucks. To
broadcasting executives, the fact that she's the most
widely heard talk-show host in America means exquisite cash
flow.

And she's fond of laying down the moralistic law in no
uncertain terms. For gays, that means a steady stream
of corrosive venom.

Early last summer, voicing scorn for "gay rights,"
Schlessinger launched into a diatribe. "Rights. Rights!
Rights? For sexual deviants ... sexual behavior, there are
now rights," she said on the June 9 broadcast. "That's what
I'm worried about with the pedophilia and the bestiality
and the sadomasochism and the cross-dressing. Is this all
going to be 'rights' too, to deviant sexual behavior? It's
deviant sexual behavior. Why does deviant sexual behavior
get rights?"

As customary with authoritarian demagogues, Schlessinger
blurs and conflates all forms of sexuality that do not
meet with her approval, while she tries to lay down rules
for "sexual behavior."

In late July, Schlessinger eagerly touted
"therapies which have been successful in helping a
reasonable number of people become heterosexual." On Aug.
9, she told listeners: "If you're gay or lesbian, it's a
biological error that inhibits you from relating normally
to the opposite sex." Three days later, she was at it
again, insisting that "gay" is a smoke-screen word: "When
we have the word 'homosexual,' we are clarifying the
dysfunction, the deviancy, the reality."

_GAY CHALLENGE_

Radio talk show host Schlessinger has been
carrying on this way for quite some time. But now she's
facing a well-organized challenge. "The anti-gay beliefs
you espouse on a regular basis - that homosexuality is
'deviant' and that gays can and should be cured - are
entirely outside the mainstream of scientific thought,"
said a letter that was sent to her last week. Signers
included more than 100 prominent clergy in addition to
dozens of medical, child-welfare and civil rights
organizations.

They told Schlessinger: "Your claim that homosexuality
is a tragic pathology and that gays and lesbians can and
should be 'cured' by 'reparative therapy' is not only
inaccurate but also promotes the idea that there is
something wrong with being gay."

The letter noted that the American Medical Association,
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American
Psychiatric Association, the American Psychological
Association and similar professional groups have
repudiated "the idea that homosexuality is an
illness." And the letter pointed out that "nowhere are the
consequences of anti-gay feelings more apparent than in the
high number of suicides among gay youth. ... While suicide
is the ultimate consequence of homophobia, studies find
that gay youth - and youth who are perceived to be gay -
are more likely to get beat up, feel isolated, and have
trouble in school."

_NO CENSORSHIP_

Did the letter call for censorship? No. Dr. Laura,
we are not saying that you should be censored. Nor are we
implying that you don't have the right to express yourself.
We are simply saying this: Young people who are otherwise
happy and healthy are being taught to hate themselves
simply because they are gay.

Appropriately, the letter concluded with a plea for
transformation: "As the most powerful radio show host in
America, you understand the effects of language on
children. It is within your power to use your wit and
intelligence to help kids by speaking out against
homophobia and anti-gay violence."

Dr. Laura, heal thyself.

------------------------------------------------------------

  [ 'Dr. Laura' has been prominent in various anti-paedophile
    and pro-censorship campaigns.  The gay lobby is now gearing
    up against her - support their petitions and campaign. ]




Europe: Arts: Censorship
------------------------------------------------------------

12th March 2000

_Echoes of the Nazi past as Haider searches out 'degenerate art'_

A CLAMPDOWN reminiscent of the Nazi purge of "degenerate art"
is underway in the home province of Jorg Haider, the former
leader of the fascist Austrian Freedom Party.

Writers, artists and academics in Carinthia say that they
fear that the climate of repression in Austria's southernmost
province, will worsen after Haider's resignation from the
government, to concentrate on his role as prime minister
of the state.

"There have already been ominous developments," said Dr
Gunther Hoedl, a history professor at Klagenfurt
University. "Mr Haider has introduced dozens of informers
to work in the upper levels of Carinthia's administration.
They report regularly to the leader."

Carinthian artists say that the Freedom Party is already
well known for running abusive defamation campaigns against
playwrights, writers and artists seen as critical of its
policies.

Mr Haider's civil service informers, installed as
administrative "co-ordinators", have been told to keep a
close watch on all developments in the state. Mr Haider has
appointed himself as Chief Cultural Watchdog.

- "No state subsidies for works which abuse the sexual
integrity of children," ran some of the slogans -

Several Carinthian artists and writers have already felt
the brunt of the party's policies. One of them is the
Austrian sculptor Cornelius Kolig. Eighteen months ago
Kolig, 57, was subjected to a defamatory campaign in
Austrian newspapers in which he was denounced as a
potential child molester. He subsequently received scores
of threatening telephone calls.

"Those times still trouble me," Kolig said. "I never
thought it was possible for an artist to be hated so much."
His crime was to have won a contract to redecorate a room
in the state's parliament with frescoes. The originals,
painted by his grandfather in the late Twenties, were
condemned by the Nazis as "degenerate" and systematically
destroyed.

His plans to repaint the parliament chamber with copies of
his grandfather's originals and his own modern art were
instantly attacked by Mr Haider. His Freedom Party set up
campaign stands on the streets of Klagenfurt and collected
signatures to petition against the project. "No state
subsidies for works which abuse the sexual integrity of
children," ran some of the slogans.

As Mr Haider's party was not in power in Carinthia at that
time, it was unable to stop Kolig's project from going
ahead. But when Mr Haider was re-elected prime minister
last year - after his party secured 42 per cent of the vote
- he said he would have Kolig's frescoes removed. "The
Freedom Party has no time for experimental or critical
art," said Kolig. "It likes culture that appeals to the
common man. State subsidies will now be pumped into things
such as popular musicals and local choirs."

While Kolig says that he intends to stay in the province
despite the climate of repression, others, such as the
Carinthian playwright, Zdravko Haderlap, 36, have decided
to leave. Haderlap, the director of a successful theatre
group, moved to Berlin two months ago to escape what he
calls the "routine daily fascism" of the Freedom Party.

Haderlap's brush with Mr Haider took place last year after
he staged a successful play called Redundant Children which
satirised him as the saviour of modern Austria. Soon after
the Freedom Party was elected, Haderlap was told by the
city's Freedom Party councillor of culture, that he could
expect no further funding while the Freedom Party was in
charge. "I lost my 11,000 UKP [$18,000 US] grant and that
put me out of business," he said.

------------------------------------------------------------



Review:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Justine Kurland at Patrick Callery, New York_

17th September - 23 October 1999

The narrative in Justine Kurland's 30 x 40" c-prints,
_The Secret World of Girls_, has already got going before
the viewer arrives. A self-contained, almost insular world
is presented where girl meets girl, except for the
occasional hunter or boy seducer/distracter. Kurland drops
staged figures into the landscape. The viewer's attention
is split 50/50 between girls trading confidences and the
landscape that hosts this exchange. This split is a
tell-tale sign of what Kurland is up to. Consciously or
not, she deals with allegory, and not myth. The two polar
elements in her work, the girls and the landscape, are
similar to what Edwin Honig calls in his book on Allegory,
"parallel identities preserved in fixed opposition to one
another". The co-dependency between the girls and nature
also refers to the way the garden was used in courtly love,
a form of sanctioned adultery between young aristocratic
lovers in Western Europe during the Middle Ages. Courtly
love required adherence to a code of behaviour. Kurland's
set-up, with the pact between the girls in the location
of their meetings, reaches back to such a medieval
arrangement. It also refers to Walter Benjamin's definition
of allegory as "a strange combination of nature and history"
in *The Origin of German Tragic Drama*.

This is Kurland's first solo exhibition in New York. The
work occupies an uncomfortable middle ground which forces
the viewer to weld together two oppositional worlds. As
Edwin Honig writes "The progression of an allegory is
simultaneous in three directions: backward to the thing
represented, and forward to its meaning in the whole work,
...evoking in the [viewer] recognition that his own
experience parallels the implications of the symbolic
material in the narrative. Allegory devises states of
separateness and togetherness, oppositions and unities."
The viewer is complicit.

Kurland's girls, whose self-involved antics are
indulgent, have been referred to as contemporary nymphs by
some reviewers. But to call them nymphs would deny girls
the possibility of ever maturing to a post-feminist role,
which indicates that Kurland is only supplying metaphor,
myth and symbol. She is more complex than this; like Jeff
Wall, she casts her girls. The dramatic practice of staging
personalities or figures whose personae reveal inner
meanings is a central tenet of Western allegory.

For *Field Trip*, she recruited her adolescent crew
from a local high school; a call for a few girls led to an
entire class showing up. The girls in *Poison Ivy*, props
in the midst of a poison ivy patch,* *pull fake leeches
made of clay off each other. In reality, the girls end up
in a local emergency room, each suffering from a severe
case of poison ivy, with the result that one mother forbids
any further engagement with Kurland. In the picture nobody
gets hurt, not even emotionally. The girls aren't Nan
Goldin bad.

In *Sirens* she places a vertical hold on Jeff Wall's
compositional formula; successfully directing the viewer to
the side of the road as one girl pulls another girl up an
incline. While Wall is master of the urban and rural,
Kurland is best when she sticks to nature. She encourages
the double engagement of a private moment in a public
place. Nature is her private garden. In Guilliame de
Lorris' poem, *The Romance of the Rose*, written in the
13th century, "the idealized garden embodies a harmony of
city and wilderness, of reason and non-rational faculties -
the setting for conflict resolution. The gardens of earthly
love represent a deceptive harmony". Like the abstract
people and places in *The Romance of the Rose*, Kurland's
girls are representations of actual life. Lorris' figure of
Oiseuse, or 'Leisure', guards the entrance to the garden,
which suggests that courtly love is unavailable to those
who lack adequate leisure or vulnerability. Kurland's girls
have all the time in the world.

The double-dealing that appears in each photograph arises
from two worlds that never combine: an internal, fictive
world and a factual external one, existing in an
intentional limbo. The girls, cast as helpers or sentries,
mirror each other's identities, appearing in groups or
pairs; lovely decoys through which nature is experienced, a
modern-day example of courtly love.

When the photographs don't work, it is because Kurland
does not keep two lines of enquiry open at all times. When
the girls are sure of being unsure, they are elusive and
privately corrupt, which is very powerful. Like her
contemporaries Sarah Jones, Dana Hoey and Anna Gaskell,
Kurland is fascinated with local innocents and their
ability to play parts. In *Another Girl, Another Planet*
(an exhibition in New York, Spring 1999, curated by
Kurland's mentor from the School of Visual Arts and Yale,
Gregory Crewsdon), the other artists place the girl first.
Kurland reverses the procedure and starts with the
landscape.

*Kung Fu Fighters* is a title and idea stolen from Larry
Clark's *Playing Kung Fu in the Park*, from his *Teenage
Lust* series, circa 1975. Unlike Larry Clark's tough,
confrontational photographs, Kurland's girls are protected
and safe. They try to do bad things but they just can't. In
*Wild Things*, the stand-off with the hunters is
preposterous. In another image, a girl starts to take her
shirt off in an effort to shock or seduce, but can't. These
girls aren't Collier Schorr girls, there is no confusion of
identity or gender. In *Painting Pictures*, the girls draw
imaginary pictures on each other's backs, a pleasing
girl-game that reminds of the trysts between young knights
and their lovers in the garden. Throughout the series,
Kurland privatises nature, downsizing it to a garden,
setting the stage for a romp. And it is the privacy of the
garden that suggests a private morality.

Kurland retrieves concepts of allegory, using them to
create a narrative that is both digressive and episodic, as
she opens and condenses meaning. Edwin Honig writes that
"the double semantic sense of [allegory] points backward
and forward at the same time. Its simultaneous progressive
and retrogressive direction, thereby making history and
experience meaningful". While according to Coleridge,
allegory presumes disjunction. Kurland's photographs make
apparent its usefulness.

------------------------------------------------------------




Review:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Through the Looking Glass_

 Visions of Childhood & Play Things

I think I learned this in symbolic-logic class. I am
talking math, now, so pay close attention.

Artists, those lucky ones, never outgrow a child's sense of
play. Art taps into the eternal desire for sex and
deep-seated fears of tragedy and loss. Therefore, deep
down, children think of nothing but sex and violence.
Freud would be pleased. So, undoubtedly, would television,
and they have both helped shape a show well worth the ferry
ride to Staten Island. (Well, ok, it *is* free.) At the
Snug Harbor Cultural Center, "Through the Looking Glass"
explores images of child's play in art. Its mixture of
humor, shock, and elegy freshen a lot of stale truths about
childhood and art.

-Creating memories-

Art comes saddled with a tempting pair of cliches. It
stands firmly apart from the adult world of work, and it
takes on adult realities that nothing else can bear. Art,
that is, inhabits a lovely world lost to most people since
childhood, and it rubs one's nose in dirt. Put another way,
art preserves the past, but it leaves the past forever
contaminated with the present.

The curators revel in the cliches. "If you have a family
album," they write, "chances are that you imagine yourself
as you appear in your earliest family photographs." Art
"generates and preserves memories."

"The looking glass of the camera lens" focuses back on
"childhood -- that elusive land of wonder." Conversely,
"play-acting can be viewed as a reflection of the larger
adult world." Play lets artists get away with a "disarming
strategy."

The artists in "Through the Looking Glass" turn that story
inside-out. They idealize little and disarm no one. They
value less the intimacy of the family album than Alice in
Wonderland's innocence, irony, and favorite dirty old man.
They search less for the old creature comforts than for
fantasy, truth, and transformation.

In their hands the old, seemingly opposed sentiments still
hold, but because they have so much in common. For one
thing, both insist, artists never give up the freedom to
think, to feel, and to explore. Any act of creation amounts
to a gamble, with the outcome unsure. For another, both
cliches have a complex image of the unconscious mind, from
childhood on. These artists look not for the singleness of
the family snapshot but the disjunction between memories
and the games the past plays with adult life.

Both share something else with Freud and TV, too. They all
project a sense of ordinary life as something remote,
somehow seen from outside. By the time one is through with
this trip, one will have the strength to wonder how one
sees one's own childhood -- and even one's daily existence.

-The hard work of play-

Like TV, the show positively revels in postmodern cool.
Its two halves neatly dance around the age of Freud. One
half, "Visions of Childhood," presents photographs
beginning in 1865, with Lewis Carroll and Juliet Margaret
Cameron. (Snug Harbor, unfortunately, has only
reproductions for these.) It then pretty much leaps to the
era of Sally Mann and Nan Goldin, with a pit stop for
Edward Weston. The other half, "Play Things," tackles the
uses of toys in contemporary art.

Snug Harbor must be the perfect site to take on childhood.
If P.S. 1 in Queens recovers the big red schoolhouse for
cutting-edge art, Snug Harbor has a strange,
half-remembered air of the school one tries so hard to
purge from one's dreams. No wonder it has offered space to
young artists willing to experiment with that form of the
recent past, abstraction.

Paint peels here and there. Rooms and corridors wind
mysteriously. After the ferry ride in a beautiful summer
haze and a short, easy bus trip, one may as well have
traveled quite beyond the art world. I stood alone beside a
sign that allows "no more than 74 persons" -- alone in
silence and with a lot of thoughts.

"Play Things" has the first of two connected buildings, as
if driving the photographs still further into the past.
Alice in Wonderland acts as keynote, the curator's effort
to connect the two half shows. Anne Marie McDonnell's calls
her bronze "Looking for Alice." Guy Limone spells out
"Alice" in tiny toy figures. If the Beanie Baby crazy shows
children as born collectors, for an artist, play *always*
means painstaking, hard work.

-Imagining the past imagining the future-

"Play Things" looks at the artist as grown-up, unable to
imagine childhood, but struggling loudly with its
after-effects. The subject, lost in a desire for the past,
can take away only a fragile prop. The photographs in
"Visions of Childhood" look at the subject as child, unable
to imagine the adult world. The central figure becomes
again lost in unrealized desires, but this time leaving a
disarmingly unreal image.

Sarah Yuster goes back to dull games with toys, here
*Barbies*, but mostly the unreality of these photographs
has to do with real children. Figures often appear to
float, as in Jacques Henri Lartigue's ghosts. Adam Fuss's
color prints resemble swimming embryos.

In 1906 Lartigue pulled off an amazingly precocious
eight-year-old self-portrait, and Inez van Lamsweerde
portrays a child star. How far even these childhood
aspirations stand from adult experience! Edward Weston
played with that gap to create icons of Modernism. (No
wonder copies after him all but stand for Postmodernism!)
He transformed the nude torso of his prepubescent son
into something as lean and powerful as Renaissance statuary.

For almost the entire show, that gap translates into the
fragility of childhood imaginings. It could come in the
delicacy of Juliet Margaret Cameron's prints from the
1860s. It could come from Lala Meredith-Vula's "child
games" and other scenes set dangerously in eastern Europe
and Turkey. It could come in Dawoud Bey's intensely
introspective *Mandy*. She takes a single face, more than
two feet high and repeated three times, as if to make its
beauty finally come true.

Birgitta Lund asks the underlying question outright, in a
title: "How did you as a child imagine love would be?" In
answer, it seems tainted by danger. Chairs loom way too
close, and a child cries in disconcerting close-up, as if
pricked by a thorn.

-The imagined listener-

These artists explore the connection between the risks of
growing up and the gamble of creation. Nan Goldin tackles
the risk explicitly and brilliantly. She shows desire as a
kind of power all to itself. Her Ulrike rises to interrupt
the adults around her, not unlike art. Her 1996 photograph
of Lily and Isabel from behind is even better.

In the foreground, out of focus, their white dresses meld
like spots of light into the East Hampton greenery. They
look away, toward an open, intensely lit patch of flowers.
Foreground and background, shades of white, hidden faces
and the direction of gaze -- these contrasts connect and
separate them from the flowers. One tries to sort out
exactly the *kind* of connection. If one could see their
faces, would they have a look of yearning or curiosity,
learning or wonder?

I am asking about the confusion of objectivity and hope in
memory -- and this art. So it only makes sense to end on
the most famous photograph in the show.

In 1870, Alice Liddell reclines on a sofa. She has the pose
of art's old sex goddesses, and no doubt for Lewis Carroll
she was one. Still, her pout and fully clothed body speak
of boredom and impatience more than seduction, and Carroll
must have known that, too. He did not need her flirting.
She had quite another kind of sex appeal entirely, the
ability to pass through the looking glass.

Alice appears one more time, five years before, in a trio
with her sisters, Edith and Mary. She may not have the
sexiest pose of the three, but she has listened to stories.

_Through the Looking Glass_, scheduled to run through
October 3, 1999, was extended. _Play Things_ ran through
December 19, 1999, and _Visions of Childhood_ through
January 2, 2000, at the Newhouse Center for Contemporary
Art, Snug Harbor Cultural Center, New York.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Research note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_The Sexualization of Children in Popular Cinema;
Critical Analysis, Regulation and Movement Politics_

The proposed research examines the ways in which North
American children and childhood have been sexualized in one
form of popular media - Hollywood films. More specifically,
it will identify the socio-historical trends in the popular
cinematic depictions of children as sexual beings. It will
then account for these patterns in terms of aesthetic and
regulatory codes and conventions in Hollywood cinema and
features of the wider social context. Finally, the research
examines how the meanings of childhood and children's
rights, sexual nature, and vulnerability/autonomy are the
object of struggle by counter-posed social movements in
Canada and the United States seeking and resisting
censorship and regulation of film and other media which
sexualize children.

Through textual analysis and interpretation, this research
will examine historical patterns in how adult film makers
have constructed children's sexuality in mainstream film.
Production codes in the U.S. film industry beginning in the
1930s, which embodied puritanical attitudes towards
sexuality, tended to stifle explicit sexual portrayals of
children and promote child stars as icons of innocence. In
contrast, in more permissive eras such as the 1970s, some
films conveyed children as possessing adult sexual natures
and desires. In the 1990s, sexual extremism in films has
included portrayals of 'demon child vamps' who join single
career women in their intent to destroy 'innocent' adult
men. The research will examine the effects on portrayal of
children of self-censorship in the film industry through
production codes beginning in the 1930s (and rescinded in
1968) which embodied puritanical attitudes towards
sexuality. It will compare representations of children's
sexuality during more socially conservative eras (e.g.
1950s) more permissive periods (e.g. 1970s) and the current
period (1990s) which reflects more conflicted responses to
issues surrounding children and sex.

The proposed investigation of representations of children's
sexuality in film and other visual media will draw upon and
refine the investigators' previous research on power and
cultural relations, involving intersections of race,
gender, class and colonialism. This reflects our
recognition that children are represented not only in terms
of age-specific characterizations, but also as members of
racial/ethnic, national, class, and (primarily hetero-)
sexual communities. Prior scholarship on representation of
groups such as racial/ethnic minorities, gay men and
lesbians, reveals both the constraints and shifts in
acceptable representations, as well as taboos on
interracial sexual and romantic relations, miscegenation,
and same-sex intimacy. In both the United States and
Canada, social movements espousing values ranging from the
Christian pro family to the sexual libertarian, are
battling over whether representations of children as sexual
beings in film and other media should be censored or
regulated. This proposal pursues a comparative Canada-U.S.
study of the historical and more recent efforts of opposed
social movements to shape law (e.g. child pornography), and
state and film industry policies regarding the depictions
of childhood and children's sexuality. What is at issue in
many of these struggles are assumptions about the
relationship between imagery (e.g. child porn) and social
behaviour (e.g. child abuse, sexual activity of children),
and the prioritization of rights (e.g. of children for
protection, for independence of children; of free speech
for film-makers, other artists, sexual minorities, and/or
pornographers).

This research will be of interest to scholarly and
non-academic audiences. It will make a significant
contribution to the scholarly understanding of the
sociohistorical constructions of childhood. It will also be
of interest to educators, parents, child abuse
organizations, legal and media reform groups. Four student
researchers will be provided with training in the conduct
of this interdisciplinary research.

This study examines how counterposed movements and other
actors (such as the film industry, artists) construct
childhood and the sexuality of children, especially in
their engagement with law and legal/state discourses.
Research questions include: What are the discourses of
these movements positing a relationship between
representations of children's sexuality and sexual natures,
and reality/behaviour of children and adults, or
alternatively neutralizing potential relationships (e.g.:
"artistic merit")? In what ways and through which
linguistic practices, images, metaphors, and tropes do
these movements construct child sexuality, or deconstruct
childhood (witness the opposed connotations of "child
sexual abuse" and "intergenerational sex" for issues of
moral autonomy and protection of children)? Within the
universe of potential movement discourses, which contested
discourses are reflected in current Canadian and U.S. state
and industry policies respectively, and which (political
culture, institutional, movement) factors account for these
differences?

[...]
Professor of Sociology
Carleton University, 1999

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'harbor boy' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Just a few days ago, I went to the local store, to buy my groceries for
the week. After I finished, I had gotten in my car, and was leaving,
when I noticed that there were a group of Girl Scouts that were selling
cookies, which I hadn't noticed, as I had gone in at the other end of
the store. Needless to say, I suddenly realized that there was one more
item I needed, and so I parked the car, and went over. It was just such
an incredible rush. Suddenly, I had several very pretty little girls,
all about 10, wearing those beautiful little Girl Scout uniforms, the
brown and white kind, with matching brown knee socks, very friendly,
interested, and wanting to sell me cookies. It was just a wonderful few
moments. Sort of like a dream come true, all at once. There were parents
around, of course, but they were more in the background, and just being
able to talk with such nice, friendly girls so directly had such an
incredible, wonderful feeling.

Of course, I didn't stay around and talk to the girls after the sale was
done, as that could have looked suspicious. I guess the best way to
really enjoy the moment, is to simply go over, and when they approach
you about buying the cookies, you can discuss the different kinds of
cookies, show your interest, and they will describe them to you. You can
make the moment last a little longer that way.

I hadn't thought about it, but I guess buying Girl Scout cookies is
about the last way in the U.S. that a girl-lover, who may not know any of
the girls ahead of time, can have a very nice experience with young
girls, and not have to feel worried about what can happen to you. One
moment of real innocence we still have.

'harbor boy'
--------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

Nothing new of late. The cold weather has kept all the kids
in-doors for the most part.

--

To 'Spike:' Sounds like you have quite a situation on your hands ;) I can
imagine if I was in your shoes, it would be difficult for me to choose my
course as well. Granted, I've been big on abstinence from adult/child
intimacy, but being in the situation you described, hugging, cuddling,
touching, fondling, kissing and tasting sound too tempting to pass up.

--

To 'Dalerious:' Please tell me of this 'experience' you mentioned. But as
regards Amy at work, I know she's not my type. Besides, with the
irresponsible way she's lead her life thus far (and unwillingness to
change), it honestly is just too much of a headache for me to come into the
middle of it. Thanks for the kind words, though. Regarding choosing a
'favourite' among children, I know the dilemma. I've tried not to, feeling that
it's unfair. But since come to the conclusion that it's simply beyond my
control. At times my favouritism might shift from one girl to the next, but
it's always there. About trying to forget your Rebbecah, I have the same
problem with my Debbie. in case you haven't read my earlier postings about
her, she's a childhood love. Because of the circumstances surrounding her,
even though I talked to her this last summer in an attempt to leave the past
behind me, I still battle borderline obsessive thoughts of her. My
dedication to and love for her became such a defining characteristic of my
personality for the 14 years we were separated, that simply walking away
from it in the matter of months since our closure is not a simple task. It
might take years, it might never fully come, or it might lead to my
inevitable suicide. All I know is that I just keep trudging on through life,
trying to find meaning in a world that offers none. Debbie's love had once
given me meaning in an otherwise cruel, unforgiving world. Now my problem
has been finding motivations to go on. What you said of Sarah also reminded
me of Debbie. Where she dwells within me is my only total weakness. It's the
only gap in the shell that has formed over my inner heart. Only she can
invoke my deepest emotions. Only with her have I ever felt truly happy, on
only she can wound me as deeply as I have ever been.

Hey, 'DD,' did I read that right, that you woke up with your hand pressed
next to Laura's bare butt? Something tells me you're not letting us in on
the whole story!

--

My turn to address the subject of I.Q. and the 'p' word. For one thing, I do
not think intelligence has any bearing whatsoever on one's sexuality. I once
knew a man my age who had been arrested and convicted of girl & boy loving.
What shocked the community most is that he was the slow kid who sat in the
back of the class room that every one 'liked' because they felt sorry for
him. He had an I.Q. of around 65 or 70. Just my six-pence.

Peace & long life,

'Ex Astris'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'de buitenlander' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Hi there

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>The only girl I have been able to do this with is my daughter...

I am in a similar position myself with my eldest daughter but, separate from
my normal feelings, she is also the conduit for developing relationships with
others in her social group.  So far, none of these have been cut off, but I
worry a lot and try to be as careful as possible!

'Sanctuary' also wrote:
>Usually this is just a smile or a little playtime but it will have to do
>for now.

This is all I usually get and, given our current social standing (one step
on down the ladder from sea cucumbers) this is enough for me.  It has to be!
Mind you, a smile from a lg is a wonderful thing, especially if it
unprompted.  Little incidents like this keep my hope alive on a day-by-day
basis.

Going back in time, 'Sanctuary' also commented on my wearing the yellow
heart.  I sit here humbled and asking forgiveness.  As usual, I screwed up.
I had thought of the response I would give (Alice Day, insert history here,
etc, for the little girls you love etc) but as usual I didn't make myself
too clear.  Once again, my apologies.  While on this thread, thank you to
'Ex Astris' for further inspiration about publicity.  Great idea, and I love
the fact that you got away with it!

'Riley' and 'Brother Chubba' wrote very nice compliments about my poetry.
While I will not inundate the site with reams of it, I've stuck another
modest example at the end of this post.  This will be the last for a while
(can't have too much of a good thing) unless you _really_ want some more.
BTW Ianthe, is the poetry archive alive and updating, dormant or just
gathering dust?  Getting back on topic, I too look forward to 'Albert Ross's
book.  He's always had good and interesting things to say and this will be
no exception I'm sure.  Oh, 'Riley', my foot is so permanently in my mouth
people tend to accept it as a speech impediment.  I'm too old to let it
worry me now...

Oh, I was reading yesterday in that glorious British rag "The Sunday
Torygraph" (sic) that former premier division football player Graham
Rix had served a 12 month prison sentence recently for "having sex with
a girl under 16."  Anyone know anything more about this?

  [ Ianthe pastes in a UK press report from the news cuttings:

>>

 _Chelsea boss defends Graham Rix_

Ken Bates announced last night that he has "no sympathy"
for the 15-year-old girl who was the victim of jailed
Chelsea sex offender Graham Rix.

And he said Rix's 12-month sentence was "appallingly
harsh".

The Chelsea chairman revealed that Rix was not being paid
during his prison term. But Chelsea will be paying Rix's
family their upkeep.

Bates, who last night saw his side draw 1-1 with Real
Mallorca in the Cup Winners' Cup semi-final first leg,
used his programme notes for his statement.

He claimed of Rix, 41, the club coach and a former
England midfielder that "he is neither a pervert or
a paedophile. I have no sympathy for the girl involved,
but I have a great deal of sympathy for Rix's four
innocent children who can now look forward to a
childhood of vilification and persecution.

"We have been criticised for announcing our decision so
quickly to keep Rix's job open. But the punishment for
Rix's offence was appallingly harsh. Chelsea have no
intention of adding to it.

"He will resume his duties upon release. He is not being
paid in the interim, although his family will be provided
for. Chelsea look after their own."

Bates's column also contained several allegations about the
details of Rix's dangerous liaison.

He said: "Unlike some clubs, the gutter press will not be
allowed to run Chelsea Football Club. That is the duty of
the board, including the chairman.

"We must make the decisions, as we see them in the best
interests of justice and Chelsea, irrespective of
media-manipulated so-called public opinion. Popularity is
rightly for others, such as players and coaches. Directors
must not be swayed by the hysteria whipped up in the
media."

Bates delved into the detail of the case, firstly fighting
the "indecent assault charge". He said: "This consisted of
dancing and French kissing, to which the girl willingly
responded. The girl admitted that she had indulged in such
actions before, including having her breasts fondled. For
that, Rix got four months.

"Secondly, between January 8, 1998 and February 27, 1998,
the girl phoned Rix using her mobile no less than 19 times.
Rix did not phone her once. Thirdly, the girl lied about
her age on two occasions saying she was two months short of
her 17th birthday. She had admitted that she lied, her
father accepted that, as recorded on his tape.

"Fourthly, the girl told Rix she was on the pill. Why?
Fifthly, the girl consistently lied to her parents as to
her whereabouts, claiming she was staying overnight with
friends.

"Sixthly, the girl, having told her sister that she was
visiting a girlfriend, of her own volition made a journey
across London from Fulham to Kensington, went to Rix's
hotel room after 10pm, and participated in the acts which
Rix was charged with. There was no force used. It was by
consent and the girl was used to drink.

"Afterwards the girl refused to go home because she had
told her family that she would be out all night. if your
15-year-old daughter had told you that, would you not
have made further inquiries? For that, the judge gave Rix
eight months in jail."

Bates admitted that the decision to pay Rix's family "may
offend some people".

He was also scathing about the role of the girl's father
who has been portrayed in a newspaper as a "successful
businessman".

He asked: "Why did he wait seven months before going to the
police? Why did he tape his conversation with Rix? Why did
he sell his story for 100,000 UK pounds? Why did he go on
both Talk Radio and GMTV?

"We know more about this girl and her father than has come
out so far. So don't weep so much for her, and treat the
father with the contempt he deserves. The whole situation
stinks."

<<

--

A poem to follow otherwise 'bye for now,

'de buitenlander'

--

APPARENTLY ELEVEN

One lifetime, half a continent away I met a girl
Sitting on a swing in the warm summer drizzle.
Duthie Park moved quietly as soup around us
Cold hot dog stands lying fast asleep.
Approaching her like a butterfly to buddleia, she smiled
Wearing herself like taffeta.
Her body shining through the dampness of her dress
Strong tanned legs springing from boyish hips
Swimsuit whiteness highlighting her visibly nascent breasts
Aureolae not yet confined.  Swinging high,
We laughed as her dress (diaphanous, like the weather)
Flew up, exposing daisies which covered her sex.

Ice creams later, we poked fingers at huge goldfish
Letting them bite us like toothless yellow submarines,
Chased bees from gallicia roses
And wore them in our soaked hair.
Standing close, her hair smells of desire
As I clear away a damp black lock from her eyes.
We both shiver, but it isn't cold.
Her freedom scares me for a second then
Inevitably, I kiss her.
She laughs and runs, I run and catch,
She kisses, kisses, kisses me.

Later, much later (she loves me)
In a room where afternoon sun has discreetly appeared (she loves me not)
Daisy petals drop without shame (she loves me)
And the transparency of her dress becomes less clear
As it dries on the chair back.

She is young, but not so young
That she doesn't understand her freedom
Or our needs in this northern midsummer madness
Even though I ask, she will not stay longer
So dressing her small body first with daisies
Lastly with the tattered remains of a rose
We part as we came together, fleetingly.

Kind regards,

'de buitenlander'
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Spike' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Brother Chubba wrote:
>'Spike', didn't you do something with another little girl you
>know a few months back, or is that another Spike?  Either way
>you're lookin' good!  Enjoy yourself and as always, be careful

Yes, you are thinking of Megan, we are still "involved" to a
certain extent.  We live together, along with her dad and we
are very close. I have brought over Kristi a couple of times
but because of the age difference there is not much of a
interaction between them. I was hoping that it would, but
anyhow...

--

'ageing fool' wrote:
>Spike, this is ageing fool and I want to know about your little
>escapades with little Kristi.  It sounds like you 2 had fun, you
>need to give us more detail on how she felt towards seeing your
>penis and if she loved being with you... tell me, were you the
>one fondling your penis or were you fondling her?? And how is it
>that you are allowed to babysit a 10 yr. old ??  And how is it
>that she is that trustworthy that she won't say anything to her
>parents?

Well, I thought I was clear... but for the sake that I wasn't...
here goes:

Kristi is the daughter of the woman I am dating. I started to babysit
Kristi about 3 months ago on Saturday nights (and sometimes on Friday)
as her mother works long shifts on the weekend. The touching and cuddling
wasn't there at first - in fact, nothing was there at first and it kinda
built up from there. Mostly from my asking her questions that she
eventually opened up to me.  It wasn't until I asked her how school was,
that sexual play didn't come into it. She said she was having trouble with
"sex education" and that she couldn't talk to her mother about it "because
she wouldn't understand". I told her that if she would like, she could
talk to me about anything. From there it escalated.  I am supposed to
babysit her tomorrow night, but I won't rush anything of course.

To answer your questions... I was fondling her, of course! She was the one
who wanted to do everything, and it was only by her prodding me that I
agreed.  She initiated the touching, kissing, cuddling, and hugging.  Of
course, I didn't do anything to discourage her either, don't be fooled, I
know what I am doing... and she knows what she is doing too... she told me
that I was her only boyfriend... She knows that I am date her mom but because
of our time together she now thinks of me being her boyfriend which is fine
by me!

'Spike'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Brian' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Yuri' wrote:
>I've wondered the same thing.  Society has convinced itself
>that children are innocent, therefore kids having sex with
>kids is just child's play, while adults having sex with kids
>is abuse.  Even that is crumbling, if you'll remember the US
>case of the "child-sex ring busted" a few months back, where
>there was a group of kids aged 8 to 16 that was having sex,
>and the comments of the prosecutor that if he could have
>charged those under 10, he would have.  This would make them
>all perps and no victims. If there isn't a victim, how can
>there be a crime?

Do you know more about that case? I'd like to hear about it
if you do.

  [ Check the ASGL-L press-cuttings archive:

    http://www.mindspring.com/~rainbowchild/newsarchive.html ]

There was something about it in our papers briefly but the article
didn't say much and implied it was the usual non-consenting
adult-child thing, not entirely dreamt up by kids, which is a
whole different thing even in the eyes of the media.

Tsk Tsk, we can't have a self organised group of kids
enjoying sex now can we? That goes against all the
establishments warped ideas. No wonder the prosecutors had to
go hard on them. Sometimes I think the authorities are more
interested in forcing the facts to fit their theories even if
they have to tailor the charges to suit when it comes to cases
like this.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>I feel that I am playing a game, but it's an enjoyable game,
>a game I hope I don't lose. I got to babysit her last night
>and she is getting braver and braver. She is now running
>around naked in front of me and wants me to do the same. I am
>still struggling with this, I really am and it's hard to
>"turn lose" and let myself do this. Penetration is completely
>out of the question, hugging, cuddling, touching, fondling,
>and kissing and tasting is absolutely in, but if I allow
>myself to be naked in front of her, when will I stop? Will be
>able to stop?

Just remember to make it a happy memory for her. My friend
who was in a similar situation had no problem keeping it that
way and neither will you. The impression I'm getting is that
the vast majority of GL's are only interested in *her*
pleasure, not their own, completely unlike most peoples
misconception of us. So far you sound just the same. if I was
as lucky as you, I wouldn't be either.

--

Take a look at the front page of www.newgrounds.com for a
chuckle sometime. It plays a repeating series of short Flash
movies, one of which will appeal to the people here. I'd also
strongly recommend their 'Telebubbies' parody for people's
young friends. My R. laughed out loud at this site. :-)

'Brian'
-------------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'mneme' wrote:
>I remember valuing hugs most, and coming to understand being
>fondled as exploration. We never had intercourse...
>I am sure that my gl had an erection nearly constantly, but I
>was never aware of it. I never saw or felt his penis. I don't
>know if these facts are relevant, but they are so.

It sounds like he was the kind of man who was genuinely concerned
with your feelings. This is what most of us strive for. How did you
'come to understand that being fondled was exploration'? Was it
through his attitude toward you or did you actually discuss it?

'Sanctuary'
------------------------------------------------------------




'Quilty' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Hi all, I just read and thoroughly enjoyed LO'S DIARY by
Pia Pera. It's funny because I assumed it would be bad,
after all it got a lot of negative press. It's the retelling
of LOLITA from Dolores' perspective and it's a lot snappier
and sexier than Nabokov's version. in fact it perfectly
captures the tone of an adolescent girl and she really
lets the old bugger have it! I always thought Humbert was
out of it: too paranoid, possessive, not in touch, etc,
and Pera goes to town on these aspects of his character.
There are lots of sex scenes, frankly described and a great
deal of detail to relish for those who are familiar with
the original.

I bought it from Alessandra's Smile. I don't know if you
can get it for less from Amazon, but I urge anyone
thinking of getting it to shop at their local pedo-friendly
emporium and help keep them in business.

Cheers,

'Quilty'
-----------------------------------------------------------




'Albert Ross' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_A Girl's Guide to Paedophiles_


Right, so the first thing you need to know is that, unless
your people are different, most grownups would probably not
want you to read this guide.

<more>

--

hello

If you got here by accident, or because there was no place
else to click, then you could click <here> if you wanted to,
and the guide will try to take you back to where you came
from.

If you got here on purpose, and you also think that I might
be right about the grownups, then perhaps we ought to talk
about something that grownups call Informed Consent first,
and maybe you could click <here> for more about that.

If your people said you could read this guide, or you are
quite sure they would have no problem with that, then I
thank you for your Interest in <The Guide>, and I hope that
perhaps you will let me know what you think of It.

your humble admirer,

'Albert Ross'

--

_"Informed Consent"_

Right, so the first thing you need to know about Informed
Consent is that you just did exactly that.

Remember at the beginning of the guide where It said that
grownups might not want you to read this guide?

The guide told you that because It wanted to give you
Information, which is the first part of what you need to
make Informed Consent.

(and then I get stuck, but the basic Idea is to explain what
just happened in terms of making Informed choices, and how
that fits Into consenting to read the guide in the first
place, the object being to give enough Information that a
reader could reasonably be said to have given Informed
consent to keep reading.  It might then try to explain that
the guide Itself is supposed to contain all the details
anyone would need in order to be able to give real Informed
consent in regard to real paedophiles.  It should also talk
about the danger of being misInformed)

--

_A Girl's Guide to Paedophiles_

Contents

Part one - which is about long words and shorter ones, and
what some of them mean when they are used in the guide.

Part two - which does not try to explain paedophiles, but
which will try to give you an Idea just how many different
kinds there are, and a little bit about what they are like.

Part three - which will try to explain about predators, and
why It is so Important that you do not get them confused
with real paedophiles, and also a bit about why most
grownups tend to get predators and paedophiles mixed up.

Part four - which still does not explain paedophiles, but
which will try to explain why paedophiles are such secret
people, and what happened to make them that way, as well as
some more about what the grownups think.

Part five - which talks about something called the Rind
Report and how long It can sometimes take for grownups to
admit that they are wrong, as well as explaining why this
guide might be something you really should read, no matter
what anybody says about It.

Part six - which is about paedophiles and sex.

Part seven - which is about paedophiles and love.

Part eight - which is about paedophiles and everything else.

Part nine - which is about paedophiles and growing up.

Part ten - which is probably not the end.

--

Hello again

So that was the eighteenth (or so) attempt at just the
opening, and tomorrow I will probably regret posting It.

The trouble is that I really want to be able to take the
guide seriously, which makes It all very complicated.

My hope, originally, was to try and put the truth out there
in very clear and simple terms, and to do it in such a way
that anybody who tried to tear it apart would end up looking
like a fool.

Did I mention I was crazy?  some paeds are like that..

Bottom line is that I doubt I could write the guide for
real, and I have no really relevant experience anyway, so If
there is anyone else out there who can do It..

Please do - there is one little girl in particular I would
like to be able to give a copy to, and a whole raft of
others I think could really use a decent explanation.

> Riley wrote:
> homosexuals use humour to further their cause.  It's hard to
> demonize something that people laugh at, and we certainly
> need to lighten up the public's mood concerning us and (most
> Importantly) defuse the bad propaganda that we suffer.

Paedophiles are some of the funniest people around.  I spent
three months in jail with a whole bunch of us, and there
were times when I was worried I might not be able to stop
laughing.

There are times, particularly when there are guards around,
it helps to be able to at least look as if you are taking
things seriously.

I got to cry a lot too, so I figure most of us would
probably be naturals for the entertainment business.

> and then Moomin mentioned playground gossip..

At which point I went off on a whole new tangent, and ended
up posting something half-baked on the danpedo forum, and I
am still trying to get my head around how much that comment
means to me.

As far as I can tell there is no real point in trying to go
around converting grownups - generally they either like
paeds or they hate us, and some of them have personal
experience to back up their perspectives, and the rest are
not qualified to judge in the first place - so why bother?

My world is based on what I remember of my own childhood and
my continued disappointment in the general condition of most
of the grownups around me, as well as the perspectives of
one very particular young lady, now eleven, whom I have not
seen in almost exactly a year.

This particular young Individual had, on the last day I saw
her, a few rather particular questions..  do grownups really
have sex with kids?  can I sleep with you?  do you want to
touch me?

I answered yes to all three questions, and then did my best
to hand her a summary of what most of the rest of her world
would think of the Idea.

And today I want to write a guide for her, because I am not
at all sure I managed to get any of the answers straight.

One thing I am relatively certain of - based on the feedback
I have been getting from around her - is that nobody else Is
getting them any straighter than I did, because they are all
complaining about how much trouble she is having 'adjusting'
to It all.

She seemed to be quite well adjusted the last time I saw
her.

Damn.  sorry.  that was a long tangent.  I started out
trying to explain why I think playground gossip is probably
the most constructive and valuable thing any of us could
contribute to.

The rant I posted on danpedo went like this:

From the perspective of the kid I was (at least) It seems
that the whole Great Debate is pretty pointless.  grownups
are just grownups, and some of them are ok, and some are bad
news, and It really does not matter much what is Is they
think they are explaining - what counts is what they do.

Do one recipe for fixing the problem would go something
like:

step 1 - a whole bunch of us does something really silly and
totally harmless, like blockading every schoolbus on the
planet on april 25th, on the grounds that Alice Day should
be a global holiday, and that nobody should have to go to
school.

step 2 - be real.

if step one works out as planned we should be common gossip
in every playground on the planet, and step two would only
take about ten or fifteen years to mature..

if nothing else maybe Alice Day would become a real
holiday..

(end egotistical self-quote)

and then buitenlander stepped in and explained what was
really happening out there, and now I have to wonder if I
should stay away from danpedo - because It is so easy to
answer back on the spur of the moment, and I usually end up
wanting to explain what I meant afterwards.

anyway - that's what I wanted to say about playground
gossip, and I am sorry this is all so muddled, but It has
taken two weeks to write, and if I don't send It now I will
probably start editing all over from the top again.

toward delight, amidst all the babble.

'Albert Ross'
-----------------------------------------------------------




Ian writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone

I thought I would let you know the march issue of I think
"Family Fun" or "Family Life" has a large pic of the Cutest
girl in a short dress swinging it around showing her lovely
legs & feet :)   Also the next page has a listing of
clothing makers for kids with the name and web sites!
Check your newstands before it's gone...

A few words by a Wise man- founding father of the supposed-
to-be democratic country USA- Thomas Jefferson:

 "Rightful Liberty is unobstructed action according to our will
 within limits drawn around us by the equal rights of others .
 I do not add "within the limits of the law" because law is
 often but the tyrant's will and always so when it violates
 the rights of the individual."

I couldn't have said it better myself!

By the way - a great book with resources that is for the
decriminalizing of consensual activity is _Ain't Nobody's
Business if I Do_.

You may want to inform everyone that there will be a useful book
fair on April 15 in USA in San Francisco, 10am-6pm at San
Francisco County Fair Building (specifically the San Francisco
Hall of Flowers) near the intersection of 9th Ave and Lincoln
Way in Golden Gate Park sponsored by Bound Together Books-
maybe book store is cool too...

Anarchist publishers, distributors, and activist groups will be
there along with over 3000 attendees. They will have art,
present books, food, and have speakers including Utah Phillips
and Christian Parenti & others. Also Whispered Media (a video
collective) will document the SF Bay Area's recent radical
activity. Previous speakers include poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti,
artist Jello Biafra, John Zerzan, sex-postive activist Suzie
Bright, and the Biotic Baking Brigade.

I know the event is not related to interg*n relations, but they
are fighting the government to give back the power of each
individual to run their own lives according to their will as
long as one doesn't significantly harm others on purpose for
no good reason.

  [ Sounds cool.  I imagine the event is a preparation for the
    events of the 16th ?  www.a16.org  ]

All that is needed is to have the government decriminalize
victimless consensual activity including regarding sexual
relations with partners of one's choice.

The job of those relating to intimate relationships of adults
with minors is: to educate society that sex if not evil but
natural, healthy, and positive for people of any age (perhaps
excluding toddlers & younger). Also they need to become
activists as well in their specific cause otherwise things
will NEVER change - EVERYONE needs to participate!! and
pool their resources to make society liveable.

Also, not only is the anarchist scene useful for activism that
gets results but also may provide useful info and also
strategies for survival in the present climate for sexual minorities.

I hope this helps everyone realize the current unhealthy TOO
repressive climate for society in general and ESPECIALLY
sexual minorities, the lack of any effective measures taken
yet to improve the situation with RESULTS, and the need for
people to CREATE their better future! by becoming ACTIVE!!

Good luck, Ian
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Flickorna' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

December 12 1999, I wrote:
>Lastly, I came across a book called Children & Sexuality written in
>the UK. I'm still reading that one. It's seems cool. The author is very
>progressive and honest.

Ianthe responded:
> [ Randall, J. L.  Childhood and Sexuality - a radical Christian
>   approach.  Pittsburgh.  Dorrance, 1992.  ISBN 0 8059 3284 4. ]

Actually, the author's name is Stevi Jackson. She is a feminist.
But you were right about the title of the book. It is in fact
called Childhood and Sexuality. It is part of a series of books
called Understanding Everyday Experience (or something like that).

'Flickorna'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Xalex' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

'true' wrote:
>I love the name Alice Day, if it refers to Alice In Wonderland. One of the
>best things about that story is Alice's total bewilderment at "adult
>hypocrisy" or the "hypocrisy of the adult world".  Can someone give me
>details on what Alice Day is, I'm sure I have a good idea - but I'd love
>details.  I'm sure its about many different things, I hope "anti-witch-hunt"
>is one of them.

There's been a lot of questioning lately about the origins of Alice Day so I
decide to do what I usually do and quote from a book. No, it's not the Bible
I'm talking about, although I  think ever girl-lover should look at it as the
Bible. The book is the biography of Lewis Carroll by Morton N. Cohen. So to get
to the point, on the page 60 of hardcover edition you will find the following
paragraph, followed by a passages from Lewis Carroll's diary:

 "Not until the following term, after Charles returned from the Easter
 vacation, did he encounter Alice, Lorina's younger sister, just four years
 old. The meeting occurred on Friday, April 25th, 1856, when Charles, having
 ordered his camera during vacation, went with his friend-in-photography,
 Reginald Southey, "to the Deanery, to try to take a photograph of the
 Cathedral"; but "both attempts proved failures." He added: "The three little
 girls were in the garden most of the time, and we became excellent friends:
 we tried to group them in the foreground of the picture, but they were not
 patient sitters." He concludes: "I mark this day with a white stone."

I hope this will clear any confusion about the origins of Alice Day in the
future.

--

'ageing fool' wrote:
>... tell me, were you the
>one fondling your penis or were you fondling her?? And how is it that you are
>allowed to babysit a 10 yr. old ??  And how is it that she is that
>trustworthy that she won't say anything to her parents?

I have a feeling the next time you will be asking for his address
and social security number. I hope I'm wrong.

--

And last but not least, could someone tell me how to pronounce
the phrase "Little Girl" in Japanese ?

'Xalex'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Daveboy' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Just a short one this time...

Hope I'm not too late to tell all UK friends about a TV program
scheduled for this coming Monday evening (March 10th) for BBC 1.

10.40PM  'Omnibus' - John Ruskin The Last Visionary.
          Victorian Artist who's downfall was due to his love
          for a 10 year old girl.

  [ Ianthe writes: sorry that this is too late. But there is a
    major free exhibition on Ruskin in London, and a definitive
    new biography. ]

--

'Desire' wrote...
>'buitenlander' wrote: ( Actually.. It was ME.. Daveboy! )
>> Others on this list have mentioned that they HAVE told someone
>> but I can't imagine how on earth they can do that.. if it wasn't
>> for ASGL and anon e-mail etc., I would still be in denial.
>>
>> I eagerly look forward to the day when we can all meet up... if ever

'Desire' replied:
>As before, I can only advise you (and anyone else) to grab the
>opportunity if you get it. I have met a few other boylovers and
>girllovers in person, and it really served me well. Maybe you could
>try to visit one of the open days of the young-old-relationships
>workgroups of the NVSH? You could go there relatively anonymously,
>and still get to talk to other pedophiles (mostly BLs, unfortunately)
>in person.

Thanks, does the NVSH have a web site with contact details?

--

'Albert Ross' wrote:
> <snip...>
> I believe we are living in one of the darkest ages known to
> mankind, an age in which the truth has been forgotten, and
> in which every effort is made to deny, misinterpret and
> pervert the perspectives of those from whom we should be
> learning, and that the heathen, instead, are living in the
> evil belief that children are their own - to mould in
> whatever image or purpose they consider appropriate.
> <...snip>

IMHO, this was an excellent and well thought out piece Albert,
I suspect you wrote it a bit 'tongue in cheek' but I think you have
some very good points there and feel the forming of a religious order
could make allot of sense.

If you would like to form such an order, Reverend Ross, I will
be among the first to 'take my vows' ... as long as they don't
include chastity..!!  8-)

'Daveboy'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Dalderious' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Ah, the beauty of e-mail. It does not compare with the
beauty of a little girl, but in none-the-less has a
place in the Grand Scheme. 'twas just yesternight that
I posted an email to this list, and I wish to post
some more. I must have sounded pathetic it the past
email. I am probably just mentally unstable, but so be
it.

This morning I realized that I had a dream the night
before, and I remembered most of it. Remembering the
idea that to gain useful lucidity in dreams one must
first remember those dreams, and to gain remembrance
of these dreams, every remembered dream should be
written down, I opened up Emacs, and typed away the
following, (with spelling mistakes corrected here):

--

I was in a cave helping someone capture a dragon. The
bottom of the cave was murky water where the dragon
swam around. One person ran past the head, only to
find that the tail was another head. That person was
saved only because the two heads were independent, and
therefore one head could not be guaranteed to do what
it wanted, which made its movements non-straight and
therefore missing its target.

I went in terrified. The dragon turned into a girl and
came to talk to me. I knew that while she was in this
form, I was safe. I told her of my fear that she would
turn back into a dragon, and she told me not to. For
as long as I was to love her, there would not be an
issue. At that point, I looked around to make sure
that no-one was looking, and I hugged her. At first
with no feeling, but after the grab, it became more
intense.

Other things that I seem to recall. She was unclad,
but I never saw lower than her mid-torso area. She was
not thin. Not fat, just thick at the torso as if she
had a wide frame.

IIRC, she walked away from me a couple times, and I
thought that the dragon might come back. But both time
I found her, and all was well.

--

I ended up wondering if it was my mind still wondering
about Sandy. The thick chest could have been my
mattress that I hug when I need to.

At work today one lady who comes in now and then
brought her daughter. A cute little three year old.
She had two pony tails, painted nails, pants and a
shirt. At first she was shy, but after a few minutes
she was talking and playing with me. I had to leave a
couple times. The first time when I cam back she
mentioned that she couldn't find me. The second time
she asked me not to go. I also got to hold her for a
while. It was a real pleasure, and best of all, no-one
complained that I spent too much time with her. I can
only hope that she brings her again.


'Dalderious'
------------------------------------------------------------------
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UK: _Ex-Head's sex abuse convictions quashed_
UK: _More draconian crime laws on the way_
USA: _Priest to challenge online sting operations_
Netherlands: _Pedosexual may not return to public nursery_
USA: _Judge Blocks Blocker Unblocker_
USA: _Official anti-smut panel is homeless and penniless_
USA: Technology: _You've got e-mail - and it's in cash!_
UK: _Appeals court overturns child porn conviction_ - full legal ruling
USA: _Naked frisbee as students embrace a return nature_




------------------------------------------------------------

 "It [the repeal of Section 28] puts marriage on a par with
 a relationship between two transvestites or even two
 paedophiles," she said.  -- Baroness Young, the former
 Conservative leader in the Lords. (Telegraph, 17/03/00).

 _'Come quickly, Professor X! They're *breeding*!!'_ ;-)

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: another Appeals Court acquittal:
-----------------------------------------------------------

20th March 2000

_Ex-Head's sex abuse convictions quashed_

The former head of a top prep school has walked free from
the Court of Appeal after his convictions for sexually
abusing former pupils were quashed as unsafe.

Lawyers acting for Robert "Rory" O'Brien, who served two
months of a three-year jail sentence, said they would now
be seeking compensation and to have his name removed from
the sex offenders' register.

Mr O'Brien, 57, was head of St Mary's Hall which sends
boys on to Stonyhurst College, Lancs - one of Britain's
leading Roman Catholic public schools. He was arrested
in October 1998 by detectives investigating allegations
of child sex abuse spanning 30 years.

-----------------------------------------------------------





UK: more primary legislation
-----------------------------------------------------------

17th March 2000

_More draconian crime laws on the way_

YET ANOTHER draconian Government assault on crime was
announced today by Jack Straw, Home Secretary.

Under the Criminal Justice and Court Services Bill,
parents who fail to make their children go to school
could face three months in prison or a fine of 2,500.

Other measures include tightened rules to prevent the
recruitment of sex offenders to work with children,
and to allow paedophiles to be placed under 10 years'
extended supervision after release from prison.

There will also be a new exclusion order banning
offenders from specified places, such as schools, or
from approaching named individuals. The order will be
backed by so-called "reverse tagging" that will trigger
an alert if the wearer comes near. Powers to fit people
with 24-hour "tracking tags" on release from prison
are also included. Exclusion zones will be set up
around schools so that alarms would be triggered by
the approach of an ex-prisoner wearing a tag.

Also planned is an overhaul of the Probation Service,
which will be renamed.  Ministers are said to have
backed down over plans to rename the Probation Service
the Community Rehabilitation and Punishment Service,
after it was pointed out that offenders would shorten
the name to "CRAP".

The Home Office estimated that the measures could result
in an extra 15,000 people a year going to prison. The
total package is likely to cost 200 million a year to
implement.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: legal challenge:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 15th 2000

_Priest to challenge online sting operations_

_Court will be asked to rule on prosecution of 'enticement'_

RACINE -- The lawyer for a priest charged with using the
Internet to solicit a teen for sex said Tuesday that he
would seek a special court ruling aimed at weakening the
state's high-tech sting operation against pedophiles.

Two experts said the legal challenge would not stop
Attorney General James Doyle's undercover program but could
result in limits on the charges filed in such cases.

The Catholic priest, John Furdek, 47, of suburban Chicago,
was the most recent of 24 men charged with child
solicitation or child pornography crimes after
communicating over the Internet with an undercover agent
posing as an underage teenager. He will be evaluated Monday
for possible treatment at a Maryland facility that
specializes in helping wayward priests, said his lawyer,
Patrick Cafferty of Racine.

Cafferty said that because Furdek was not actually
communicating with a child, there was no crime. He is
preparing a motion asking the state appeals court to rule
on the undercover prosecutions before Furdek's case moves
forward.

If the Racine Circuit judge hearing Furdek's case approves
the request April 7, the appeals court would decide whether
to consider it. A decision from the appeals court could
take months.

Brian Pawlak, the assistant Racine County district attorney
who is prosecuting Furdek, said his office would not oppose
the request for an appeals court review because law
enforcement officials want to be sure that new prosecutions
are done properly.

Racine lawyer Mark Nielsen, president of the Wisconsin
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, said an appeal
could refine which crimes can be charged in such cases.

Furdek was arrested outside a Mount Pleasant restaurant
where police said he had agreed to meet with someone he
believed would be a 14-year-old boy.

The 24 men arrested by Doyle's 14-month-old Internet task
force include a bank executive, a federal government
employee and a sound engineer for singer Engelbert
Humperdinck, and have come from as far away as Nevada and
New Jersey. Five of the men have so far been convicted.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Netherlands: a reader writes...
-----------------------------------------------------------

The Netherlands (Zwolse courant), 16th March 2000

_Zwolle pedosexual may not return to public nursery_

A Zwolle pedosexual does not get back his job at the public nursery of
the Zwolle refugee centre. The administrative judge has decided thus
after the local authorities in June 1998 withdrew the permission to do
volunteer work with income support [ie: welfare/dole].

The pedosexual has a clean police record and says he is in complete
control of his feelings. The Zwolle pedosexual finds it unjust that he
may not carry out the volunteer work at the public nursery of the
refugee centre just because of his sexual orientation. He has no police
record and says he is in complete control of his feelings.

The man started living in Zwolle a few years ago and through an
integration project he started working as a volunteer in the nursery
for two hours a week while keeping his income support. The local
authorities gave permission, but withdrew that permission after an
informant mentioned the sexual orientation of the volunteer. The local
authorities feared for unrest among the parents and caretakers of the
children in the nursery when this got known. As became known on
Wednesday [15 March] the administrative judge finds the volunteer work
not suitable. It cannot be a first step to paid work because work in
child care according to the judge is not or hardly available for him
because of his orientation. The pedosexual's appeal has therefore been
declared unfounded. The judge did say that it may not automatically
be assumed that a pedosexual working with children will cross borders
in his behaviour.

"On the other hand parents and caretakers must be able to leave their
children behind in a public nursery in full confidence. It is reality
that this confidence decreases when they know that one of the workers
has pedophilic feelings," the judge motivated his verdict.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: censorware cracked:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Judge Halts Blocker Unblocker_

BOSTON -- A federal judge Friday ordered a halt to the
distribution of a computer program that allows savvy teens
to bypass software designed to keep them away from sites
deemed illicit.

Microsystems Software Inc. of Framingham, which sells the
widely used "Cyber Patrol" filtering software, sued two
overseas computer experts who distributed software which
reveals a list of over 80,000 sites that are blocked by
the Cyber Patrol program.

U.S. District Judge Edward F. Harrington ordered Matthew
Skala, a self-described cryptography buff who attends the
University of Victoria in British Columbia, Canada, and
L.O. Jansson, believed to be living in Sweden, to
stop spreading the software.

Peter Junger, a law professor at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland and an advocate of free speech on
the Internet, said it "looks like a rather horrifying
challenge to people's right to write software" and to
"reverse-engineer" software, which means figure out how
it works.

"The idea that one can prevent reverse-engineering of
software and prevent publishing the results of that
reverse-engineering strikes me as a very dangerous
restriction on free speech," he said before the judge's
ruling.

Chris Hansen, a senior lawyer with the national office of
the American Civil Liberties Union, said there might be
debate about whether distributing the bypass software was
legal, but that the ACLU agreed with at least one role of
the software - publicizing the list of blocked sites.

"Parents who want to install these products ought to be
able to do so," he said, adding, "How can you, as a parent,
make an intelligent decision (on filtering software) if the
product won't tell you what they're blocking?"

--

Comment:

"Most disturbing, the *US* suit seeks to order the *Swedish*
Web hosting company where the utility is published to turn
over records identifying everyone who visited the Web site
or downloaded the program.

While it seems inconceivable that any US judge in his right
mind should grant such an outrageous request, let alone a
Swedish judge act on it, the mere fact of asking is so
decidedly creepy that we wonder if children really ought
to be in the care of these people."

--

March 17th 2000

_Mirror sites needed!_

A court has ordered a Swedish ISP to remove the page
describing how to decrypt the list of sites blocked by
Cyber Patrol to find out what it's blocking. (The page
was originally located here:

[ http://hem.passagen.se/eddy1/reveng/cp4/cp4break.html ]

...but it has already been pulled offline. The AP wire story
on the judge's decision is here:

[ http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/20000317/tc/internet_decency_hackers_4
.html ]

...although it contains an inaccuracy -- namely, it says the
purpose of the "cp4break" program was to hack around
Cyber Patrol; the main purpose of the program is actually
to decrypt the secret built-in list of sites that Cyber
Patrol blocks, so you can see what it's blocking before
you decide to buy or recommend it.

If you have the bandwidth, you can go here:

[ http://www.openpgp.net/censorship/ ]

...to find links to the original essay and crack (360KB
together), and set up your own mirror site. OpenPGP will
add your site to their list of mirrors.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: censorship:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 10th 2000

_Official anti-smut panel is homeless and penniless_

WASHINGTON - At its first and only meeting so far, a new
government panel that must tell Congress before
year's end about ways to keep Internet smut off the net
found itself homeless and penniless.

Established under the unconstitutional Child Online
Protection Act, the 16-member Internet decency commission
quickly realized it has no funding and no federal agency
to serve as its host. Similar panels in Washington enjoy
budgets in excess of $1 million.

The Bill's authors originally ordered the Commerce Department
to provide staff and resources under a clause in the 1998 law,
which required commercial Web sites to verify an adult's age
before showing material deemed "harmful to minors." Violators
faced up to six months in prison and $50,000 in fines.

A federal judge later struck down those provisions as
unconstitutional. The judge's ruling did not affect the
panel, whose creation never was contested.

But noone was appointed to the commission until last
October, just 48 hours before the commission was due
to go out of business. And when Congress was pressured
into reauthorizing the group for another 12 months, it
neglected to order Commerce to fund it.

-----------------------------------------------------------





USA: Interesting new technology:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 2000

_You've got e-mail - and it's in cash!_

Bank One, the fourth-largest U.S. bank holding company with
assets of $256 billion, entered the money-transfer-by-email
market today, formally announcing its eMoneyMail service
[ www.emoneymail.com ].

With its product, Bank One enters a field dominated since
its inception late last year by X.com Corp. and PayPal.com,
which X.com is in the process of acquiring. The combined
company, still called X.com, has made its mark helping
buyers and sellers on sites such as eBay more easily
complete their transactions.

While many companies - and even the U.S. government - wire
money back and forth on a regular basis, person-to-person
electronic transactions are much more rare. Under
eMoneyMail.com, anyone in the United States with a checking
account or a Visa card can send or receive up to $500 in
cash at a time.

Bank One claims that its name as well as 128-bit encryption
provide an extra measure of security and confidence that
should help attract customers.

-------------------------------------------------------------




UK: legal ruling:
-------------------------------------------------------------

A copy of the full ruling, re: the legal case mentioned
last week:

>March 9th 2000
>
>_Appeals court overturns child porn conviction_.
>
>A university lecturer sacked after being found guilty over
>indecent images of children has been cleared on appeal.

--

March 16 2000

_QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISIONAL COURT_

_Knowledge required for indecent possession_

Published March 16, 2000

_Atkins v Director of Public Prosecutions
Goodland v Director of Public Prosecutions_

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown and Mr Justice Blofeld
Judgment March 8, 2000

The question of what constituted a legitimate reason for
possessing an indecent photograph of a child was a question
of fact in each case.

A person who knowingly copied indecent photographs of
children committed the offence of making an indecent
photograph.

The offence of possessing an indecent photograph was not
committed unless the defendant knew that he had photographs
in his possession.

An image which obviously consisted of parts of two
different photographs taped together was not a
pseudo-photograph, but its photocopy might be.

The Queen's Bench Divisional Court so held in a reserved
judgment when:

(i) allowing an appeal by way of case stated by Anthony
Rowan Atkins against his conviction by Mr William Kennedy,
stipendiary magistrate sitting at Bristol Magistrates'
Court on May 27, 1999 of 10 offences of possessing indecent
photographs of children, contrary to section 160(1) of the
Criminal Justice Act 1988, as amended by section 84(4) of
the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994;

(ii) allowing a cross-appeal in the same case by the
prosecution against the magistrate's finding that there was
no case to answer in respect of 21 counts of making
indecent photographs of children contrary to section
1(1)(a) of the Protection of Children Act 1978, as amended
by section 84(1) and (2) of the Criminal Justice and Public
Order Act 1994;

(iii) allowing an appeal by way of case stated by Peter
John Goodland against his conviction by Bristol Justices on
April 21, 1999 of possessing an indecent pseudo-photograph
of a child contrary to section 160(1) of the 1988 Act.

Miss Helen Malcolm for Atkins; Mr Peter Blair for Goodland;
Mr Robert Davies for the prosecution.

LORD JUSTICE SIMON BROWN said that the two appeals were the
subject of a single judgment because they concerned the
same legislation, although they raised entirely different
points.

The defendant in the first appeal was an English lecturer
at Bristol University. He had browsed the Internet for
indecent photographs of children, which he said was for
academic research purposes.

He had deliberately saved some of the pictures on to a
directory on his computer. Unknown to him, the computer had
automatically saved the other pictures that he had viewed
on to a temporary information store, known as a "cache".
The defendant was acquitted of making any of the pictures,
but convicted of possessing the pictures in the cache.

Three questions arose:

First, the magistrate had rejected the defendant's claim
that academic research into pornography could be a
legitimate reason for possessing the photographs within the
meaning of section 160(2)(a) of the 1988 Act.

In his Lordship's judgment, the question of what
constituted a legitimate reason within that section, was a
pure question of fact in each case.

The central question where the defence was one of research
would be whether the defendant was essentially a person of
unhealthy interests in possession of indecent photographs
in the pretence of undertaking research, or a genuine
researcher with no alternative but to have that sort of
unpleasant material in his possession.

Other categories of legitimate reason would also have to be
considered on their own facts.

Courts were plainly entitled to bring a measure of
scepticism to bear upon such an inquiry and should not too
readily conclude that the defence had been made out.

Second, the magistrate had ruled that copying or storing an
image or document did not constitute "making" a photograph,
because that required an act of creation.

That was wrong, since in *R v Bowden* (1999), the Court
of Appeal held that a person who downloaded images on
to disks or who printed them was "making" them.

The defendant therefore ought to have been convicted of
making the photographs which he deliberately saved on to
his directory.

However, the defendant could not be guilty of the offence
in relation to the photographs that were unknowingly stored
in the cache. It would be going too far to construe
"making" in section 1(1)(a) as including unintentional
copying.

Third, the magistrate held that it was not necessary for
the prosecution to prove that the defendant knew of the
existence and effect of the cache for him to possess its
contents.

The question fell to be decided in accordance with general
principle, and three authorities in particular were
considered: *R v Hussain* ((1980) 72 Cr App R 143), *R v
Steele* ()1993] Crim LR 298) and *R v Buswell* ()1972] 1
WLR 64).

In his Lordship's judgment, knowledge was an essential
element in the offence of possession under section 160(1),
so that a defendant could not be convicted where, as in the
present case, he was unaware of the existence of a cache of
photographs in the first place.

Comparing the facts with those of *Steele* in which the
defendant was guilty of possessing a firearm because he
knew that he had a holdall with contents although he did
not know that the contents consisted of a gun, the cache
was the equivalent of the holdall, which the defendant did
not even know existed.

In the second appeal, the defendant had possessed an item
made up of two photographs. The main photograph was of a
child. The second was of the naked body of a young woman,
which was fixed to the first photograph by tape so that, as
if on a hinge, it could either be turned away from the
child or superimposed over her.

The question was whether the item was a pseudo-photograph,
which was defined in section 7(7) of the Protection of
Children Act 1978 as "an image, whether made by
computer-graphics or otherwise howsoever, which appears to
be a photograph".

In his Lordship's judgment, an image made by an exhibit
which obviously consisted of parts of two different
photographs taped together could not be said to "appear to
be a photograph" although if it were itself photocopied the
result could well be said to constitute a
pseudo-photograph.

Mr Justice Blofeld agreed.

Solicitors: Offenbach & Co; Nile Arnall, Bristol; Crown
Prosecution Service, Bristol.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA: And lastly:
------------------------------------------------------------

19th March 2000

_Naked frisbee as students embrace a return nature_

STUDENTS at an American university are embracing nudity as
a means of discovering more about each other.

At Wesleyan College in Connecticut, naked frisbee is
played and students are invited to attend "clothes
optional" meetings and parade around their mixed
dormitories with nothing on. West College dormitory at
Wesleyan, home to 175 students, encourages nudity as a
means to reconnect with their primal selves. It is not
obligatory.

The dormitory was set up in the Sixties as communal
housing for students and faculty members, an experiment in
living together. The experiment was outgrown in 1974, but
the dormitory's loose-limbed reputation survived. Nudity,
claim the students, provides an appropriate background to
the free-wheeling experimentation of Wesleyan's artists,
writers, musicians and political activists.

------------------------------------------------------------
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  [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* USA: _U.S. Supreme Court Will Hear State Sex Predator Case_
* UK: _Criminal Injuries Compensation appeal rejected_
* Canada: _B.C. police frustrated by child porn ruling_
* USA: _Slumber party photo joke was rude awakening_
* Australia: _Kennedy free of assault charges_
* Europe: Latvia: _Politicking over Paedophilia_
* UK: law report: _Policy of not considering sex offenders
  for early release is not unlawful._
* UK: _The Internet is about to get even harder to police_
* UK: _RIP for human rights_
* USA: _Backlash builds against invented sex claims_
* USA: _Judge says girl is "not blameless" in sex case_
* Research: _Mothers' depression may be a factor in earlier
  puberty in daughters_
* Research: _Who says teenage sex is a health risk?_
Book note



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_U.S. Supreme Court Will Hear Arguments in State Sex
Predator Case_

March 20th 2000

OLYMPIA, Wash. -- The U. S. Supreme Court has agreed to
review a 9th Circuit Court of Appeals decision in a case
that casts doubt on the constitutionality of the state's
Sexually Violent Predator Law.

Andre Brigham Young, incarcerated for 10 years resident
in the state's Special Commitment Center (SCC) for sex
offenders, claims he is being punished a second
time because the Department of Social and Health Services,
which operates the SCC, has failed to provide him with
adequate treatment and subjected him to punitive
conditions.

Young is seeking release from the SCC, claiming the sex
predator law violates the Double Jeopardy and Ex Post
Facto clauses of the U.S. Constitution by punishing him
twice for the same crimes.  Young and others assert
their confinement is such that they are treated like
criminals rather than patients in a mental health facility
and the statute is unconstitutional as applied to him. The
state contends that if required treatment is not being
provided, the proper remedy is to improve the treatment
and not declare the statute invalid and release Young.

"The 9th Circuit decision casts serious doubt on our
ability to civilly commit these dangerous sex predators,"
admitted Attorney General Christine Gregoire.

The 9th Circuit agreed that the language of the Washington
law is valid but ruled that Young had alleged facts which,
if true, would show that he was being punished. It sent the
case back to the district court for a hearing on that
question.

Young was committed to the SCC in March of 1991. He
appealed his commitment directly to the Washington Supreme
Court, challenging the constitutionality of the Sexually
Violent Predator statute on a variety of constitutional
grounds. In August 1993, the court upheld the law.

Following that decision, Young filed a habeas corpus
petition in federal district court in Seattle. That court
held the statute unconstitutional, but refused to order
Young's release. The state then appealed to the 9th Circuit.

After the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in a
1997 Kansas case, the 9th Circuit returned Young's case to
the district court for reconsideration. On Feb. 10, 1998,
the district court upheld the statute's constitutionality
and dismissed Young's petition. Young appealed to the 9th
Circuit, which upheld the district court, but sent the case
back to determine whether the conditions of confinement at
the SCC amounted to punishment.

Washington's Sexually Violent Predator Statue was part of
the Community Protection Act that was passed by the
Legislature in 1990. It was designed to protect the public
from so-called sexual predators by detaining them indefinitely
in a secure facility. Since the statute was enacted, 109
people have been committed to the SCC at McNeil Island.

The case will be argued in the Supreme Court this fall,
with a decision likely by June 2001.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

18th March 2000

_Criminal Injuries Compensation appeal rejected_

On 13th March a 16 year-old girl lost her compensation
appeal for rape after the Criminal Injuries Compensation
Appeals (CICA) panel ruled that she had consented to sex.

The alleged incident took place when she was 12. The
panel said that the girl was interested in sex, used to
alcohol, and had lied to her mother as to her whereabouts
on the evening.

The panel also believed the girl had been coached in
her statements by the Women Against Rape (WAR) group.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_B.C. police frustrated by child porn ruling_

March 20th 2000

VANCOUVER -- Police in British Columbia say they're
frustrated because a court decision still under appeal
prevents them from charging people with possession of
child pornography.

In the last 15 months investigators have identified at
least five suspects they would like to raid but can't,
police claim.

RCMP investigator Carl Sesely, for example, had to let
three suspects go because he couldn't charge them.

"It concerns me in that these three individual, I have
no doubt, will continue to download the pornographic
materials from the Internet," Sesely says.

Although no one has complete statistics on current
investigations, police in 20 of B.C.'s biggest communities
say that out of a total 14 alleged possession cases
"looked into" since January of last year, three are still
under investigation. Six people were charged with "related
offences". In the remaining five cases, the suspects had
to be let go.

In addition, about a dozen cases that were before the
courts when the law was struck down last year remain in
limbo. A judge has since dismissed one charge.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

18th March 2000

_Slumber party photo joke was rude awakening_

AVON LAKE -- When four 14 year-old girls e-mailed a revealing
picture of themselves to a male classmate, they intended it
to be for his eyes only.

But before long, most of the student body at Avon Lake High
School had seen the picture, Avon Lake police Sgt. Jack Hall
said yesterday.

Hall said the four sophomores and their male classmate would
not be charged, but he hoped the embarrassing experience had
taught the teens an important lesson about communicating
with computers.

"None of these kids understood that it was illegal to do
this. They were just having fun," Hall said.

The incident occurred over Christmas break when the four
girls got together for a slumber party. They took several
pictures of themselves with a digital camera, then e-mailed
one of the photographs to a male friend.

The picture showed two of the girls partly nude, Hall said,
although he did not elaborate.

The friend "looked at it and passed it along," Hall said.
Then that person passed it on again.

A few weeks ago, one girl's mother contacted police, upset
that people were circulating the photograph through email.

After several meetings with students and parents, police
decided that filing criminal charges was unnecessary.

"I share the parents' feelings about this. The girls were
embarrassed enough," he said.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Kennedy free of assault charges_

March 21st 2000

After two years and eight court appearances, charges
against political fundraiser Mr John Kennedy were
dismissed last Friday at Waverley Local Court.

Magistrate Mr James Garbett said there was insufficient
evidence to proceed from committal to trial due to
inconsistencies in the evidence of the sole witness who
alleged that Mr Kennedy had assaulted him.

Mr Kennedy, a former fundraiser for State and Federal
politicians, was charged in November 1998 with three counts
of sexual intercourse without consent and three of indecent
assault of a teenage boy, alleged to have taken place in
1997 when the witness was 16.

The committal hearing, which took place over several days
last year, came after the charges were laid by the Child
Protection Enforcement Agency.

Before he became involved with political fundraising
events, Mr Kennedy was executive director of the NSW
Property Foundation, which supported youth shelters.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Europe: Latvia: paedophile allegations:
-----------------------------------------------------------

[ See the full Latvia report a few weeks ago in the
ASGL-L news-cuttings]

Central Europe Review -- February 2000

_Politicking over Paedophilia_

[...]

"In many ways the unfolding of this scandal is an
indictment of Latvia's press for its failure to
cover the serious issues and retain its journalistic
integrity."

[...]

"Most political analysts agree that the scandal is 100
per cent political. Intrigues among several political
parties, as well as other "interested" parties, have
been fuelling this controversy. The scandal is indirectly
but clearly tied to key political disputes concerning
such issues as privatisation, shifting alliances on the
national and local political scene, homosexuality and
even the debate over the opening of KGB files. Different
groups have used the scandal and the threat of "naming
names" as political manoeuvres".

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: law report:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Regina v Secretary of State for the Home Department and
Another, Ex parte Willis_

Before Mr Justice Latham

Judgment February 18, 2000

The Home Secretary's policy of not considering sex
offenders for early release under the electronic tagging
regime in the absence of exceptional circumstances was not
unlawful.

--

Mr Justice Latham so held in the Queen's Bench Division
when dismissing an application by James Willis for judicial
review of the decision by the Governor of Whatton Prison
made on behalf of the Secretary of State for the Home
Department on January 14, 2000 not to undertake a risk
assessment of the applicant for early release from prison
on home detention curfew or provide him with material on
which that decision was based.

Mr Kris Gledhill for the applicant; Mr Steven Kovats for
the respondents.

MR JUSTICE LATHAM said that the applicant was serving a
prison sentence of 20 months following his conviction for
sex related offences, and was required to register with the
police under the Sex Offenders Act 1997.

By section 34A and 37A of the Criminal Justice Act 1991, as
inserted by section 99 and 100(1) of the Crime and Disorder
Act 1998, the Home Secretary had power to release prisoners
serving under four-year sentences early on a home detention
curfew monitored by electronic tagging.

The 1991 Act expressly excluded categories of prisoner,
such as those serving extended sentences for violent or
sexual offences, but did not refer to the exclusion of
those offenders required to register under the 1997 Act.

Policy guidance issued to the prison service in Home Office
Circular 01/2000 *Prison Service Order: Home Detention
Curfew/PSO 6700* concerning exercise of the discretion to
release, provided that risk assessments required before
consideration of early release should not be carried out on
prisoners required to register under the 1997 Act absent
exceptional circumstances, because of the recognition by
Parliament that such prisoners present a particular type of
risk to the public.

His Lordship said that that policy was not ultra vires,
irrational or unlawful. There was significant public
interest in the exercise of the discretion in relation to
sex offenders required to register under the 1997 Act, but
who were not subject to extended sentences.

The applicant was not entitled to disclosure of the gist of
material considered by the governor in determining whether
he had established exceptional circumstances, or an
opportunity to address that material unless it undermined
his assertions of exceptional circumstances.

Solicitors: Andersons Solicitors, Nottingham; Treasury
Solicitor.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Internet: censorship:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 2000

_The Internet is about to get even harder to police_

A SYSTEM that makes it easy to publish information on the
Internet anonymously could create web pages that cannot be
censored.

Ian Clarke began creating Freenet in his final year at
Edinburgh University, in response to Australia's proposals
for draconian Internet censorship laws. "The Freenet
protocol is designed to make tracing the publishers of
content impossible," says Clarke. "It's also extremely
difficult to remove files from Freenet once they've
been published."

Unlike files on the Web, files on Freenet do not have a
unique Internet address that specifies the computer on
which they are held. Instead, files are distributed around
the Net on computers belonging to Freenet members. Several
copies of each file exist in different places to make it
hard to delete them.

When a file is stored, it is given a "key", Freenet's
equivalent of a Web address. The software then forwards the
data to other servers, but the creator of the file doesn't
know to which. To retrieve a file, users enter the key.
Their computer then queries Freenet servers until one is
found that has the associated files.

If a Freenet user has a copy of a file on their machine, it
doesn't mean they published it. In fact, they might not
even know it's there. Clarke argues that at no point can
any one computer user be held responsible for Freenet
files, because there is no way of knowing their origin.
"It's a perfect machine anarchy," says Clarke. "No single
computer is in control."

Freenet is currently in beta:

[ http://freenet.sourceforge.net/ ]

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: encryption and security: civil-rights:
-----------------------------------------------------------

22nd March 2000

_RIP for human rights_

On the eve of a privacy conference, two leading human
rights organisations have accused the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Bill of violating human rights laws.

A forthcoming government bill concerning Internet
communication directly contravenes the European Convention
of Human Rights, according to a report published on
Wednesday by leading civil liberty rights groups.

The report states that proposed decryption powers included
within the Regulation of Investigatory Powers (RIP) Bill
are in breach of human rights laws because of a
recommendation that law enforcers have the power to
imprison anyone who does not or cannot hand over the
digital keys and passwords required to decrypt encrypted
information.

RIP is essentially a rehashed version of the widely
criticised proposals originally included within the
government's broader E-commerce Bill. It has continued to
attract criticism in its new form, with technical experts
and e-commerce representatives claiming the measures are
unworkable and economically unsound.

Wednesday's report, the Human Rights Legal Audit, was
commissioned by Justice, the human rights legal
organisation, and government policy think-tank the
Foundation for Information Policy Research (FIPR). It will
be released at a London convention on computer-related
liberties today. The report canvasses opinion from legal
experts who conclude that the bill breaks human rights
regulations because:

  + It violates the presumption of innocence
  + It infringes upon the right not to self-incriminate
  + There are inadequate safeguards against abuse of the measures.

The report suggests that the only way to overcome these
transgressions is for individuals to deny all knowledge of
decryption keys or use steganography (a means of making data
undetectable). [ http://www.steganography.com ]

Madeleine Colvin, legal policy director at Justice,
commented: "As these are significant breaches, we expect
the Home Office to engage in open debate on how far this
bill will fail to be human rights compliant in practice,
rather than merely asserting that it is".

The European Convention on Human Rights comes into effect
in Britain this autumn.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: false sex allegations: teachers
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Backlash builds against invented sex claims_

March 21st 2000

A new issue is catching fire in American schools - a fear
of pre-teenage girls who make false accusations of sexual
harassment against teachers.

The case which has made this the latest panic issue in the
US is that of a sports teacher, Ronald Heller, 54, who
nearly lost his job and his reputation when six children
aged 11 and 12 accused him of touching them.

Five weeks ago, Mr Heller, described by colleagues as a
disciplinarian of the old school who has taught sports and
physical education for 32 years, was called to the
principal's office in his school at Germantown in Maryland.
He was told that the six girls and one boy, all aged 11 and
12, had named him in written accusations of sexual
molestation.

The allegations said that Mr Heller had been seen several
times in the girls' changing rooms, that he had hugged one
girl in her underwear, had slapped another on her behind
and had addressed another as a "hot sexy momma".

"I did not do this," Mr Heller told authorities at Roberto
Clemente middle school. "This is a lie." But he was
suspended immediately on full pay and given 15 minutes to
leave the premises. No one from the school was allowed to
talk to him, and he had to get police permission whenever
he wanted to leave his home.

For nearly a month, Mr Heller lived under virtual house
arrest, while his child accusers stuck to their stories in
interviews with investigators. Finally, two weeks ago, the
boy confessed that all the tales had been invented. The six
girl accusers then recanted one by one.

This was the point at which Mr Heller's experience went
from being just another sad local ordeal to become an
American national phenomenon.

Last Tuesday, Mr Heller was fully exonerated and was
reinstated in his job. He returned to an avalanche of
flowers, cards, e-mails, letters and greetings from
colleagues.

That was just the start. Within a couple of days, Mr Heller
had become a national celebrity. Newspapers and TV stations
from around the US began to cover the case - and Mr Heller
got the ultimate accolade: being interviewed on NBC's Today
breakfast programme by the most popular TV host in the US,
Katie Couric.

At the same time Mr Heller has found himself at the centre
of an outcry from teachers who fear that any physical
contact, like a comforting arm around the shoulders, may
become a career-threatening mistake. The Maryland state
teachers' union says that not a day goes by without a false
sexual accusation being made against one of its members.

Radio call-in shows in Maryland and elsewhere have taken
dozens of calls from people calling for revenge against Mr
Heller's accusers. The Germantown school's e-mail system
has been flooded with attacks on the children involved.
"We're not going to put them in jail," said Douglas Gansler
of the state prosecutor's office. "But we're going to seek
some form of community service, perhaps having them work
with sexual assault victims so they understand what it is
they've accused this teacher of."

Asked what lessons he draws, Mr Heller's answer yesterday
was sober. "Never be alone with a student. Always keep the
door open if you're in an office. And try to have another
student there with you, or an adult."

--

21st March 2000

_Cleared gym teacher still has questions_

Just after 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 16, gym teacher Ronald
Heller was called to his principal's office. He was shown
written statements from several sixth-grade pupils saying
they had seen him in the girls' locker room, hugging one
girl in her bra and panties, slapping another on her behind
and calling yet another "hot sexy mama."

The wind went out of him.

"I did not do this," Heller, 54, said. "This is a lie."

He looked at the names - six girls and a boy. Only two were
in his class. The rest he didn't even know.

The principal of Roberto Clemente Middle School in
Germantown, Md., handed Heller a letter informing him that
he was suspended with pay, effective immediately. He was
given 15 minutes to leave the school.

"I was flabbergasted," said Heller, a teacher and coach
for 32 years. "I thought it was all a big mistake and that
I'd be back at work by Friday."

For nearly a month, he sat at home, doing yard work and
watching "SportsCenter," waiting for Montgomery County,
Md., police to investigate. No one from the school could
talk to him. And he had to get permission from the central
office every time he left home. "I felt like I was on
house arrest," he said. He couldn't sleep. He lost weight.

For nearly a month, the girls stuck to their story - even
embellished it. One told police she remembered he had
brushed her breast when he was taking a ball from her. One
said he had given them a group hug outside the locker room.

But with each flourish, investigators were becoming more
suspicious. Holes in the once-airtight story started
appearing. Finally, one pupil - the boy - confessed. They
had made it all up. Then, one by one, the girls recanted.

On March 13, the six girls, whose names police are
withholding because they are juveniles, were arrested for
making false statements to the police and suspended from
school for 10 days. The boy was suspended but not arrested.

Heller was exonerated and returned to school March 14 to an
avalanche of flowers, letters, e-mails, cards, and hugs
from colleagues.

This much is true: The pupils lied. Heller's life and
reputation were nearly ruined. But what might never be
known is this: Why did a group of 11- and 12-year-olds make
up such a vicious story about a teacher they didn't know?

One of the six girls wears a Tigger watch. She has long,
manicured nails, painted white. She sleeps on purple
flowered sheets with a cat named George. Posters of stuffed
teddy bears and glossy magazine pages of the pop group 'N
Sync adorn her walls.

Until now, the worst thing she had lied about was when she
lent her younger sister her Barbies but then told her
father the sister took them. She is in honors classes and
was a straight-A student until the Big Lie. Now she is
barely making C's.

This girl, whose family agreed to let her speak to The
Washington Post only if she remained anonymous,
acknowledged she does not really know Heller. Sometimes he
helps out in her physical education class, when she and her
clique of friends like to sit around and chat, and he tries
to get them involved in sports. And she doesn't like that.

The week of Feb. 14, Heller disciplined two of her friends
- a boy and a girl - for bad sportsmanship, the boy for
taunting other children and the girl for giving up and
sulking when her team began to lose. He set up a meeting
with them two days later to talk to the school counselor
about their behavior.

Her friends were angry. One said she was going to tell the
counselor that Heller entered the girls' locker room and
that she had heard that he touched girls' behinds.

The morning of Feb. 16 was cold. The girl's mother drives a
school bus and she and her friends gather on it before
school. That morning, the talk was all about Mr. Heller in
the girls' locker room. The girl's mother overheard them.
"Why didn't you ever tell me this was happening?" she
asked her daughter, then marched the girls into the
counselor's office to make a report.

As the girls got off the bus, they started to giggle
nervously. One said, "Oh my God." But instead of telling
the counselor that they were just repeating schoolgirl
rumors, they decided to say it happened.

"We thought it would be fun," the girl said, sitting in
the living room of her parents' town home. "The whole idea
of being the center of attention, going to the office and
everyone in school knowing. Everyone thought it would be
cool."

And, she said, they thought that would be the end of it.

But when she got home from school that day, Detective Errol
Birch, with the Montgomery County Police Department's
pedophile unit, was waiting for her. She decided to lie.

"We didn't think it would get so big, like the police
involved," she said. "It all happened so quick. We wanted
to keep going because we didn't want to get in trouble."

Still, when Birch interviewed her and the other girls
again, on Feb. 23, she lied again. And added more details.
"Everyone made more stuff up," she said. "They started
just throwing things in."

By that time, police had doubts. The girls said they had
complained to two female gym teachers. Interviews proved
that was not true. Even confronted with that, "they stuck
to their guns," Birch said. "They seemed credible."

By this time, some girls weren't speaking to one another.
Some wanted to tell the truth. Others were afraid. This
girl was torn. "I didn't want to get my friends in
trouble," the girl said. "I didn't want them to be mad at
me."

Kevin P. Dwyer, president of the National Association of
School Psychologists, said early adolescence is an age
where the newly sexual not-quite-child, not-quite-woman is
given to lying, saying hurtful things about other girls
to secure her own place in an increasingly important social
pecking order.

"They editorialize and massage the truth. And some are
clearly vicious lies," he said. "At this age, they're
often self-absorbed, they're clumsy, they don't think
things through or see long-term effects. And they're
desperately in need of having a peer group they can identify
with. They'd do anything to keep from being rejected from
their circle."

On March 1, police spoke to the boy for the first time. He
said it had gone too far and it was time to stop. Nothing
was true. The boy was then suspended.

On March 8, Miles Alban, a retired Montgomery County police
officer who is an investigator for the school system, met
with four of the girls.

Alban told the one girl: "This is serious business and
it's going to have some serious consequences. If it didn't
happen, tell me now."

Without hesitation, she said, "It never happened," and
began to cry. In subsequent interviews, each girl recanted
within minutes.

In the car with her father, the still-sobbing girl blurted
out, "I thought I was going to hell."

When Ron Heller interviewed at Roberto Clemente five years
ago, he knew times had changed. High-profile sex-abuse
cases and a flood of false accusations of sexual misconduct
had made teachers more careful - paranoid even - that a
hug, a pat, or any touching of a pupil could be misinterpreted.

He had three rules: no gymnastics, no co-ed wrestling, and
no class discussions during sex education.

For 32 years, he had been careful. Like other teachers, he
makes sure he is never alone with a pupil and always leaves
a door open when meeting with one. He has been to the
training. He knows the rules. And still, he suffered every
teacher's worst nightmare.

The worst part is that youngsters who did not even know him
had the power to turn his life upside down.

By Friday, March 10, it was over. All seven pupils had
owned up to the lie. And the school system was beginning
the paperwork so he could return to school.

Last week, the six girls were arrested by police and
charged with filing false reports. All the girls and
the boy have been suspended from school.

--

Recent related news items:

* In Chicago, a 9-year-old elementary school girl pays fellow
students $1 bribes to accuse a substitute teacher of sexual
abuse.

* Michael Gallagher, a former fifth-grade teacher in Abington,
Pa., was forced to take early retirement in 1998 after a
former student alleged he raped her on his classroom desk
in 1985, when she was 10 years old. The case was dropped a
month before trial when the accuser gave wildly conflicting
reports to prosecutors and failed a polygraph test.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA: sex case:
-----------------------------------------------------------

8th March 2000

_Judge says girl is "not blameless" in sex case_

Maryland Circuit Judge Durke G. Thompson said that
an underaged female involved in a sex case was not
blameless, when he sentenced a 24-year old male to jail
for a sex offense.  He said the girl played a part in
the sexual encounter that was not appropriate for one
her age.

Judge Thompson was quickly removed following complaints
from the National Organization for Women.

Maryland state Delegate Sharon Grosfeld, a member of the
Women's Caucus, says that the judge's removal is warranted
because he did not automatically assign all the blame to
the man.  And she says that sentencing Thompson to
"therapy and sensitivity training" is not enough punishment
to allow him to stay on the bench.

--

A person could understand the fuss if the National
Organization for Women had carefully investigated the
case, found no evidence to support the judge's opinion
of the girl's role and demanded that he retract the
slur on her reputation.

Feminists rage at Thompson's denial of the automatic victim
status of women but utter not a peep of protest over real
judicial outrages. For example, no feminist voice has been
raised against the prejudicial actions of Federal District
Judge Norma Holloway Johnson, who protected Bill Clinton
and the Democratic Party by assigning four criminal cases
to FOB (friends of Bill) judges.

The four Clinton judges handed down the desired "fix" but
were overturned by higher courts. Johnson is under
investigation for impropriety, and a House investigative
committee, which has oversight authority over the courts,
has discovered that Johnson also made inappropriate case
assignments in other instances that were potentially
embarrassing to Clinton and the Democratic National
Committee.

Neither have feminists uttered a word of support for Sheryl
L. Hall, former White House manager of computer operations.
Hall recently revealed that the Clinton White House hid
100,000 subpoenaed e-mail messages having to do with the
Monica Lewinsky affair, along with purloined FBI files on
Republicans and various memos about illegal campaign finance.

And what of Janet Reno, and her roles in provoking the
massacres at Ruby Ridge and Waco. Or more recently Reno's
involvement in suppressing the secret "LaBella Memo" -
leaked to the *Los Angeles Times* this week - which allegedly
contains a summary of a nine-month investigation into the
illegal activities of the Clintons and Gore regarding fund
raising.

In the United States today, the most shrill and politicized
groups are victims groups. These organizations have no
concept of a rule of law or evidence. For victims groups,
law is a weapon with which to obtain special privileges and
to destroy those who are perceived to have made them victims.

The National Organization for Women is a national disgrace.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA/New Zealand: research: puberty: environmental triggers:
-----------------------------------------------------------

25th March 2000

_Mothers' depression may be a factor in earlier puberty
in daughters_

A mother's depression may cause her daughter to reach
puberty earlier, suggest the results of a small study.

The study expands on previous research that found a
connection between stressful family relationships and early
puberty. Depression can be one cause of stress within
families, resulting in disharmony between wives and
husbands and stressed relationships with children,
according to the study.

Study co-authors Bruce J. Ellis, PhD, of the University of
Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand and Judy Garber,
PhD, of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN, also
speculate that exposure of adolescent girls to unrelated
adult men, such as stepfathers, as an additional cause of
early puberty.

"We propose that stepfather presence and stressful family
relationships constitute separate paths to early pubertal
maturation in girls," said Ellis.

The age at which girls reach puberty is also known to be
significantly influenced by genes, as well as environmental
influences like nutrition, exercise, and the level of
"puppy fat".

However, for the purposes of their study Ellis and Garber
focused solely on the psychosocial environmental influence
of family stress, caused by maternal depression, on the
timing of puberty in adolescent girls.

87 adolescent girls participated in the study.  The mothers
of 67 of the girls had a history of mood disorders such as
depression, while the remaining 20 mothers had no such
history. A history of mood disorders in the mother predicted
earlier puberty in the daughter, Ellis and Garber found.

In addition, the researchers noted a significant
correlation between the girls' age when an unrelated father
figure entered their lives and the timing of their puberty;
that is, the younger the girl was when the stepfather
arrived, the earlier she reached puberty.

The researchers publish the results of their study in the
March/April issue of Child Development.

The tendency to respond to early childhood stress by
accelerating pubertal development may have taken root
during human evolution, as a reproductive strategy, the
researchers suggest. "Over the course of our natural
selective history, ancestral females growing up in adverse
family environments with uncertain futures may have
reliably increased their reproductive success by
accelerating physical maturation and beginning sexual
activity and reproduction at a relatively early age," said
Ellis.

Animal research -- speculating that chemicals known as
pheromones produced by unrelated adult males accelerate
female pubertal development -- may help explain their
second finding, according to the researchers.

Or perhaps girls in stressed families are prone to eat
more "comfort foods", thus arriving earlier at the
body-fat ratio needed to trigger puberty .

-----------------------------------------------------------




Opinion article: statistics: health risk: underage sex:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Who says teenage sex is a health risk?_

"This 'medicalisation' of moral issues is now presented in
the concerned and modern language of something like a safer
sex campaign, but at root it is a tried-and-tested
practice. In fact, it is such old hat that it is surprising
that more people have not spotted the parallels between the
current health warnings slapped on sexual behaviour and
those of the past. The claim that teenage sex damages
health is about as scientifically valid as the old stories
about how masturbation would make you blind."

[...]

"Moral guardians at the turn of the century knew only too
well that there was no point in telling young boys to
forego the pleasures of masturbation on the grounds that it
was wrong - terrifying them about the possible consequences
for their strength and sanity proved a far more effective
deterrent. Today conservatives understand equally well that
there is no point in giving young people moral lectures
about their sinful sexual behaviour, but that visions of
disease and even death might just scare their pants back
on. In some ways it is puzzling that the medical messages
about the risks of sex have retained any shred of
credibility, given that most people suffer no adverse
consequences whatsoever from engaging in such supposedly
'risky' activities. But then maybe we all think that we are
the lucky ones - or maybe masturbation really has addled
our brains."

Full article here...

http://www.junius.co.uk/LM/LM73/LM73_Taboos.html

------------------------------------------------------------




Book review: futurology: sex:
-----------------------------------------------------------

March 2000

_Sex in the Future_

Robin Baker is a zoologist and former academic, the author
of *Sex in the Future*, a book that creates a series of
fictional case studies that turn biological predictions
into compelling soap opera. Baker believes that the 21st
century will bring a complete divorce of sex from
reproduction.  He predicted that by about the mid-century
we may be in a world in which we are sterilised at puberty,
banking eggs and sperm in state-run banks until we are
deemed "fit" to fuse it with somebody else's in the future.

[...]

Some even predict that, as sex becomes more commercialised,
public and entertainment-orientated, government will find
it easier to regulate. Government has never really been
able to take control in the bedroom but it can steer the
marketplace.

We are seeing such efforts right now in the 12 (count 'em!)
draconian pornography and adult entertainment regulation
bills being discussed by the Michigan Legislature. Michigan's
vote-hustling objective is to drive such business out of the
state. But once they realise the bills are unconstitutional,
a waste of resources, and would simply push viewers into the
arms of free Internet porn, then we'll inevitably see
legislatures wake up the revenue appeal of regulation.

Watch out for the "bondage tax"!

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'Tsarevitch' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Greetings from north-eastern corner of the United States,

Here is my post, '"Now With A.R.andR.Ware Anti~Rant~and~Rambling
~Software",' to keep my posts from sounding like they've been
written by a demented sociopath.

'harbor boy' wrote:
> ... there were a group of Girl Scouts that were selling cookies ...
>Suddenly, I had several very pretty little girls, all about 10,
>wearing those beautiful little Girl Scout uniforms, the brown and white
>kind, with matching brown knee socks, very friendly, interested, and
>wanting to sell me cookies.

And unlike many 'older' sales associates, these young Girl Scouts are not
feigning friendliness because its in their job description under customer
service.  These girls like many Girl Scouts around the United States are
sincere and gracious that one has stopped by to procure their cookies.

>but I guess buying Girl Scout cookies is about the last way in the U.S.
>that a girl-lover, who may not know any of the girls ahead of time, can
>have a very nice experience with young girls, and not have to feel
>worried about what can happen to you. One moment of real innocence we
>still have.

How unfortunately true!  Too many parents are cynical, paranoid and obsessed
with the notion that every stranger is out to get his or her child.

--

'Ex Astris' wrote:
>Nothing new of late. The cold weather has kept all the kids in-doors for the
>most part.

But "Spring has sprung" in my region, and it won't be long before those
lil' flowers would be popping up wearing shorts, dresses and skirts :~)
Bless you, Persephone (Greek Goddess of Spring).

--

'de buitenlander' gorgeously composed:

>APPARENTLY ELEVEN

Your poem can cause heart palpations!  I felt my heart skip a beat!  Wow!
Have you or will you ever try to publish these masterworks?  Perhaps you
could try a small publisher to run a limited print?  Those literary type
persons who edit poetry 'zines are usually quite open-minded and perhaps
would be supportive enough to print and distribute your poetry since it
is written so passionately.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>Kristi is the daughter of the woman I am dating. I started to babysit
>Kristi about 3 months ago on Saturday nights (and sometimes on Friday)
>as her mother works long shifts on the weekend. The touching and cuddling
>wasn't there at first - in fact, nothing was there at first and it kinda
>built up from there. Mostly from my asking her questions that she
>eventually opened up to me.  It wasn't until I asked her how school was,
>that sexual play didn't come into it. She said she was having trouble
>with "sex education" and that she couldn't talk to her mother about it
>"because she wouldn't understand". I told her that if she would like, she
>could talk to me about anything. From there it escalated.  I am supposed
>to babysit her tomorrow night, but I won't rush anything of course.

Aw!  You have discovered the Holy Grail of the LGL's.  Draw on it wisely,
but do not abuse its power!  Thank you for sharing your good fortune,
perhaps there is hope for the rest of us, wretched souls!

Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho, its off to class I go,

Read you later,

'Tsarevitch'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Dalderious' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just thought that I'd mention it. Today I stopped by a
deli for lunch, and saw a friend eating there. There
was a lady there with an lg, maybe 2 years of age.
They seemed to know my friend.

At one point, the lg sat on the bench next to him. The
mother told her to hug him because he needed it. When
he inquired how she knew that, she said somthing like,
"everyone needs a hug, especially when its a little
girl." How true! Well, it made me smile for a while.

It's spreading. :-)

'Dalderious'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Jack' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all,

Just making contact again... Still reading the postings avidly and
following all your supportive stories.  I'd like to add my praise
for de buitenlander's poetry, please keep sending us a poem each
time you post.

--

To Albert Ross, I'd be happy to help you write that guide (I've had
a bit of writing experience).  I think this could create a real
sensation on the net ! If its visible enough its bound to get to the
media (they'd obviously take a negative angle on it but it might
start some people thinking... shock horror !).

--

Next weekend I get to take C (my 11 year old LG friend) to the rugby !
I may have mentioned it before.  Its probably the last opportunity to
see C before her family moves away.  We're in the terraces which means
I'll have to look after her carefully (there can be some loutish
behaviour), and with any luck she'll need lifting up to see the game ;)

No other news to share really, Winter is fast approaching here so
all the LG's are tucked up warm at home :(

My Alice Day celebrations will probably be limited to an ambiguous
T-Shirt... I'm sorry, but I'm still a bit of a coward :(  I'll be
thinking of you all on the day though :)  Take care everyone.

'Jack'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

'harbor boy' wrote:
>I hadn't thought about it, but I guess buying Girl Scout cookies
>is about the last way in the U.S. that a girl-lover, who may not
>know any of the girls ahead of time, can have a very nice experience
>with young girls, and not have to feel worried about what can happen
>to you. One moment of real innocence we still have.

The shame, of course, being that they can no longer go door to door
like they used to because of the fear of attack :-(  I miss that.

---

'de buitenlander' wrote:
>I am in a similar position myself with my eldest daughter but,
>separate from my normal feelings, she is also the conduit for
>developing relationships with others in her social group.  So
>far, none of these have been cut off, but I worry a lot and try
>to be as careful as possible!

Since my daughter has turned 12 she has stopped bringing her
friends over. I don't think this is conscious because her activities
are all outside the home now. She is involved in a drama class
and a dance troupe which meets elsewhere. Before she was 12 she
would brings friends home all the time and I would get to play with
them and try to start friendships with them. The relationships
never went anywhere because either the girls stopped coming over
or the parents forbade them to come over after a while. I'm sorry
that my daughter lost those friends but it has not affected my
relationship with her. She knows how narrow-minded some people
can be. She has made lots of new friends.

--

I had a very interesting experience last night; part heaven, part
hell.

I went to music practice but found that I had arrived at a vocal
only rehearsal so I stayed around since I had already missed the
last bus back and the music director is my ride home.

I'm glad I stayed, though, because the martial-arts class that
meets there was having it's practice and C... was there with her
parents. She isn't taking the class anymore and so had time on her
hands ;-) There was also a couple of other kids there, too. They
were children of a couple of the musicians.

We all ended up playing together and had a great time. C...'s sister,
S... was especially fond of my attention and was sad when they had to
leave. She asked her parents if they could come back tomorrow for
service. I hope they come.

After they had left the rehearsal was winding down so I attempted
to engage one of the girls who had been hanging around the perimeter
of the earlier action. She told me she was tired and to leave her
alone so I did. I went outside to cool off and came back in to find her
crying, surrounded by several other people asking her what was wrong.

Her mother came to me a little later and told me that I had scared her
when I tried to play with her. I said I would leave her alone and
walked away. I went up to the mother a little while later and
said I was sorry for scaring her and found out that she had been
molested when she was younger. I said that I wouldn't bother her
again and the mother said it was OK and that she would explain to
the girl that I meant no harm. I hope there is no further trouble
with them since I have to see the mother every week (except one per
month) at rehearsal.

It is difficult to tell who is going to respond and who isn't but
I will try to be as perceptive as possible and respect the wishes
of every girl I meet. Hopefully I will meet more like S... :-)

--

Just as I feared. Neither C... or S... appeared tonight. Her
father came, though, and was obviously checking me out.
I hope I made a good enough impression that I will be able
to see his daughters again.

I saw the other girl, but she was always talking with her parents.

'Sanctuary'
-------------------------------------------------------------------------





'Yuri' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Albert Ross' wrote:
>Bottom line is that I doubt I could write the guide for
>real, and I have no really relevant experience anyway, so If
>there is anyone else out there who can do It..
>
>Please do - there is one little girl in particular I would
>like to be able to give a copy to, and a whole raft of
>others I think could really use a decent explanation.

IMHO you're not giving yourself enough credit.  What you've
got so far is a good start.  I'd be willing to help out with
sections, as I'm sure others on the list would be, but you
should write most of it, it's your baby and you're doing
fine so far.

--

On other matters, is there anyone else on the list who is
a fan of the Canada/UK co-production "The Worst Witch",
airing on YTV in Canada and CITV in the UK?  If so, which
witch is your favourite?  I'd have to say that my favourite
is Mildred Hubble.  And I'm positively in love with Georgina
Harrington.  Emma Brown ain't half bad, either, though she
is a bit old for the rest of you  ;)

'Yuri'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'DD' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Ex Astris' wrote:
>Hey, 'DD,' did I read that right, that you woke up with your hand
>pressed next to Laura's bare butt? Something tells me you're not
>letting us in on the whole story!

Well in a kind of way I am, but 'ya see we just couched down on
the sofa for a movie. Mom was asleep in bed, (her Mom, who I've
been dating). We must have fallen asleep at some point but when
I woke up I was greeted with this amazing sight. And that kiss...
Wow, old 'JT' thought this could be his birthday, so it was off
to the kitchen to make coffee and cool off a little.

Funny but I could swear she was wearing panties to start with, but
she does make a habit of being an exhibitionist at times which
causes me a real headache because I am fundamentally a good person.
Being a GL is always having to be on guard against temptation I
find. Laura is stunning, and I don't know how much more I can take
before I may perhaps, one day succumb to her overtly sexual advances.
As I said once before she makes no secret of the fact that she wants
go further, but it would destroy me to ever think I may hurt her
in any way at all. So it looks like magic moments like these are
all I can ever have to look back on in future years. But love is
a strange thing.

--

I came out to a female friend recently about my predilection,
without going into every detail with her, I simply said 'young'
without saying how young, but I think she got the picture, and I
just felt I could trust her. She took it with a pinch of the
proverbial salt Turns out she has been incredibly supportive, but
I sure don't recommend it to everyone - sadly most friends 'ain't'
to be trusted. So, do you think I was reckless ?.

'DD'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Easy Rider' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

You may recall my observations about my time together with
Jade last summer.  I wish now to relate some vignettes from
the summer before that, when she was nine:

Jade asked me if I had to pee as we walked down the deserted
dirt road.  It was clear she wanted to watch, so I relieved
myself and let her see me.  We talked about how girls could
do it too, and she decided to try it.  In a little
depression on the ground, she pulled her pants down.  "I
don't believe I'm doing this", she said.  I watched the
curve of her bare haunches as she squatted and I saw
the fast hot stream shoot into the ground.  It had no
odour.

--

We talked about how you didn't have to squat just because
you were a girl.  Later, in the woods she suddenly grabbed
her crotch and said she had to go again.  We walked deeper
into the forest into a little clear spot.  The sun was warm
on the pine needles, the summer air was hushed.  She bent
over and took off her loose shorts.  She had no panties on
underneath.  She lifted her shirt a little, and stood there,
a picture which will be frozen in time's memory for me
forever.  I stood transfixed.  Suddenly a perfect golden stream
shot out  of her body onto the needles.  I stared, frozen in
place, while she relieved herself, then helped her put her
shorts back on.

--

She stood on a log to be as tall as me.  Her face was an
inch away from mine.  She had a pouty look, a sexually
charged look of abandon.  There was a slight sheen of sweat
on her skin.  Her lips were full and inviting, her body hot,
her clothes loose on her.  I reached under her t-shirt and
caressed her bare stomach, chest, feeling the soft tiny
swelling nipples.  I touched her lovingly and tenderly and
she allowed my love; her full lips, sparkling eyes, long
hair and sweet breath tantalizing me.  I put my face close
to hers and kissed her.

--

There was a huge thunderstorm that night.  I slept in the
tent with all of them, Jade next to me, after some weak
objections from her mother.  During the night I was awake
and I watched her face in the dim light, covered by her long
hair.  I wanted to brush it away and cover her face and lips
with kisses.  I wanted to rub her, but I didn't.  When she
woke up it was light and she played with some coloring stuff
she had, lying on her stomach.  I slipped my hand under her
shirt and rubbed her smooth back, finally sliding my hand
down to rub her soft ass.  She allowed me to touch her under
the covers, in the broad daylight of morning, the whole family
not 15 feet away while I was being so intimate with her.
It was special.

--

This past year I asked her if she remembered my sleeping
next to her that night.  She said she did not.  Maybe
that's good.  Maybe it isn't.

--

For her last birthday I sent her a nice little present and
got a letter back.  The first one I ever got from her. At
the bottom she wrote that she loved me a lot.  That made my
day.

--

I love your news, Spike.  Kristie with red hair and
freckles.  You gotta love it.  How do you and she relate
when the mother is around?  Are you actually dating her
mother?  Are you physical with her?  This could get a
little hairy - so to speak :)

'Easy Rider'
-----------------------------------------------------------





'Dalderious' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'Ex Astris' wrote:
> To 'Dalerious:' Please tell me of this 'experience'
> you mentioned.

It is as I mentioned in the post. That when the six
year old started pushing her sibling off, I protested,
even to my own loss.

> About trying to forget your Rebbecah, I have the
> same problem with my Debbie. in case you haven't
> read my earlier postings about  her, she's a
> childhood ove. Because of the circumstances
> surrounding her, even though I talked to her this
> last summer in an attempt to leave the past
> behind me, I still battle borderline obsessive
> thoughts of her. My  dedication to and love for her
> became such a defining characteristic of my
> personality for the 14 years we were separated, that
> simply walking away from it in the matter of months
> since our closure is not a simple task. It
> might take years, it might never fully come, or it
> might lead to my inevitable suicide.

I am not, nor ever was obsessed with Rebeccah. It was
that she was probably the best friend that I ever had.
I measure that in the measure of a true friend. A true
friend being a person you can be near, not mention a
word, and just feel comfortable. With the feeling that
she gave me, I would have loved to wrap her all around
me and finally feel true peace of heart.

It is because she meant that much to me, that those
words hurt so much. Not a piercing pain, just an
overall throbbing, as if the aura that surrounding be
when I was near her had gone sour.

I want to end it, and bring closure, which I believe I
can, by finding out how it all happened, and leave on
the shelf of Dreams That Were. It will be a few years
before she forgets me, and it is therefore possible
that I may find out someday.

About suicide, I know the feeling. If not for my
personal beliefs, I would have committed suicide long
ago. And certainly after leaving Sarah.

<snip>
> What you said of Sarah also reminded me of Debbie.
> Where she dwells within me is my only total
> weakness. It's the only gap in the shell that has
> formed over my inner heart. Only she can invoke my
> deepest emotions. Only with her have I ever felt
> truly happy, on only she can wound me as deeply as I
> have ever been.

Alas, my feelings are known to all! Surely, you must
have read my heart, for those are my dealing with
Sarah as well. With one added thing. With Sarah, not
only did she bring out my emotions for her, but in
many other places as well. Tomorrow will be three
weeks away from that beautiful girl, and I am only
beginning to reclaim control of those despicable
things known as emotions.

--

Just a short while ago, nary two hours have passed,
that I was over Sandy's house. I needed two things.
One I was invited over their house for a dinner, and I
needed to pick something up from them. When I walked
in the mother asked if I was coming, I responded in
the negative, and she asked why. I did not really want
to tell her, so I moved on. It was helped by the fact
that Sandy asked if I was coming. I was trying very
hard to ignore her. In fact, before I arrived I was
reminding myself to be strong. I should have thought,
"be wary of the dragon". When Sandy heard that I was
not coming, she, almost crying, asked why not. This
was not the type of cry of the shy, rather a cry that
one has when expecting, or demanding, from a parent. I
ignored her. I could not answer her then for I was
within earshot of the mother, and, at that point, I
was almost about to cry myself. If not for ASGL-L
arriving today, I would have been crying over that
incident. Sandy has a way of reaching me. It is only
because I was deceived by her apparent beauty.

I must be off. I have things to do, and LGs to dream
about. There is pain associated with loving those
little angels.

'Dalderious'
-----------------------------------------------------------



Frans writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'Albert Ross' wrote:
[about a plan to write a book. Here's only a part of
the table of content...]
> Part six - which is about paedophiles and sex.
> Part seven - which is about paedophiles and love.
> Part eight - which is about paedophiles and everything else.
> Part nine - which is about paedophiles and growing up.

IMHO, Albert, you're writing a book _about pedophilia_.
Thus, you're writing a book *from your own perspective*.

IMHO, one should write books from the perspective *of the reader*,
not from that of *the writer*.

IMHO, the book should be about the erotic & sexuality of young
girls *in general* with only a small part about pedophilia,
written from the girl's perspective, not from the pedophile's
perspective.

--

'Flickorna' wrote about Randall's book 'Childhood & Sexuality'.
Ianthe responded:

> [ Randall, J. L.  Childhood and Sexuality - a radical Christian
>   approach.  Pittsburgh.  Dorrance, 1992.  ISBN 0 8059 3284 4. ]

'Flickorna wrote:
> Actually, the author's name is Stevi Jackson. She is a feminist.

Quite remarkably! I didn't know this. The author seemed me to be
a very Reverend Man!

I have this book.  For Dutch readers, I have an essay about it in
Dutch and the first chapter translated.

Stevi Jackson wrote earlier a good book: "Childhood and Sexuality,
1982, Oxford. Dutch version 1984, Anthos, In den Toren, Baarn.

--

'Daveboy' asked:
> Thanks, does the NVSH have a web site with contact details?

Yes, NVSH has a site, but without such information, for obvious
reasons - [ http://www.xs4all.nl/~ymkjeron/ ] .

The meetings are:

In Amsterdam, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
In Rotterdam, on the 1st Thursday of each month.
In Den Haag, on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

In the East of The Netherlands there is a group JON with a
web site at [ http://fpc.net/pages/jon/jon/ ] and a moderated
mailing list in Dutch.

--

'Daveboy also wrote to 'Albert Ross':
>I suspect you wrote it a bit 'tongue in cheek' but I think you have
>some very good points there and feel the forming of a religious order
>could make allot of sense.
>If you would like to form such an order, Reverend Ross, I will
>be among the first to 'take my vows' ... as long as they don't
>include chastity..!!  8-)

There is no religious order nor a church, but there is a moderated
Spirituality List at [ spirit@humanbeing.demon.nl ] to which Albert
is invited also.

Frans
----------------------------------------------------------------------




ends

